
ECON 2302 

PRINCIPLES OF MICROECONOMICS 
Synonym Number 38045 

 

Instructor Information 

Eduardo Piedra-Gonzalez 

Phone:  (512) 223 1790 x 26578 

Email: epiedrag@austincc.edu 

Office hours: Thursday 6:30 – 7:30. Office 010 (Basement), RGC. 

 

 

Course Description, rationale and objectives: 

 

Principles of Microeconomics deals with the interactions between individual households 

and business firms. The concepts of supply and demand will be studied; students will 

learn what these concepts mean, how they operate, and how prices are determined. 

Market structure, market failure, game theory, international trade and basic financial 

matters will also be considered. 

 

This course is meant to give students insight into the dynamics of a market based economy and 

how through its mechanism scarce resources are allocated. The theoretical and actual role of 

the government in this market system will also be addressed. The knowledge gained in the 

course will make students better informed citizens and allow them to follow the debates over 

various economic events and policies reported in the news media. This course is also a 

foundation course that will prepare students to be successful in upper division finance, 

marketing, business administration, economics, government, and social work course. 

 

Students who complete this course will be able to understand: 

• The basic concepts of scarcity and opportunity cost; 

• The forces of demand and supply and how they interact to determine an equilibrium 

price 

• How and why equilibrium prices might change and their impact on resource allocation 

• The theory of consumer behavior 

• The theory of the firm 

• The theoretical market structures of perfect competition and monopoly 

• The market structure of oligopoly and monopolistic competition 

• Basics on game theory 

• Market failure 

• The theory of international trade 
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Textbook (required) 

Parkin, Michael. , Microeconomics, 10
th

 Edition (Addison-Wesley 2010)  

 

Instructional Methodology 

This class will be based on lectures from the textbook and discussion of current events 

and additional readings. You are expected to complete the assigned readings before 

attending class. This will help you to get a better grasp of the material from the 

textbook, and will allow you to contribute to the discussions. 

 

Evaluation will be conducted through exams (in-class), quizzes and homework. 

 

 

Course Evaluation/Grading system 

Weighting: 

 

 

 

• Exams will be given during class time according to the calendar at the end of this 

syllabus. Make-up exams might be given with prior approval from your instructor. If you 

have a valid reason to be absent the day/time at which the exam will be given in class, 

discuss this issue with your instructor in advance so arrangements can be made. You 

will be asked to present valid documents that justify your absence during the exam date 

(Doctor Note, Police tickets, etc). There’s a 10% penalization for taking the exam at a 

different date/time. Failing to get approval from your instructor for a make-up exam 

before the exam date will imply that you will have a zero in the exam you missed. 

 

• Midterm and final will have a mix of multiple choice and short answer questions. The 

midterm will be taken after we finish Chapter 7. The final exam is cumulative and it will 

be taken the last day of the course (Dec 8
th

); please mark your calendars. 

 

• Homework will be assigned at the end of each chapter and briefly discussed when 

they’re due. The due date for a Chapter’s homework will be the following Tuesday after 

that chapter was completed in class. Solutions for homework will be posted on 



Econ 2302 – Principles of Microeconomics Syllabus 

  
Page 3 

 

  

Blackboard after the deadline. As a consequence of this, homework assignments will not 

be accepted after the due date. The lowest three homework grades will be dropped. 

 

• Quizzes will be announced a class before they take place, you will be given up to 15 

minutes to answer a short quiz. Short quizzes will be based in homework assignments 

and material covered in class.  

 

• Pop quizzes will NOT be announced. You will also have up to 15 minutes to answer 

them.  

 

o When combining homework, short quizzes and pop quizzes, the lowest three 

grades will be dropped. 

o No make-ups for short quizzes or pop quizzes.  

 

• Long Quizzes will take place after we are done with chapters 3, 11 and 15. You will have 

up to 30 minutes to work on them. 

 

• Participation: Participation is actual involvement in the class, i.e. asking relevant 

questions, constructively contributing to discussions, etc. 

• Extra credit might be assigned at some point throughout the course 

  

Final Grade Criteria:  

Over-all percentage Letter Grade 

90-100% A 

80-89% B 

70-79% C 

60-69% D 

Less than 60% F 

 

Blackboard 

 

Blackboard is an on-line classroom management tool. It includes a grade book, a discussion 

board, ways to communicate between students and between students and professor, as well as 

a testing facility. You can login here: 

https://acconline.austincc.edu/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp  

If you have not created your new ACC Username or Password through ACCeID Manager, 

then please go to this link:  https://acceid.austincc.edu/idm/user/login.jsp . DO CLICK on 

“First-Time Login.” Your ACCeID will be the first letter of your legal, given, first name and 

your seven digit ACC ID number. Once you submit this Username, just follow the 

instructions. 
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Course Policies 

 

Attendance: Although attendance is not part of your grade, you are encouraged to attend class 

since quizzes and pop quizzes have a direct impact in your grade and there will not be make-ups 

for them. Equally important is the fact that handling the material without attending class can be 

very complicated, and being this a short course, it is really easy to fall back.  

 

Academic Freedom: Discussions of some of the topics might generate opposing views. You are 

encouraged to participate and state your point of view, as long as you do that in a respectful 

way. Even if you disagree with other students’ viewpoints, you are expected to respect them. 

 

Classroom behavior: This is a college course and you are expected to behave accordingly. Please 

refrain from carrying on conversations during class. Violations to this rule will result in you 

being asked to leave the classroom. Use common sense courtesy: turn off your cell phone, if 

you have to leave the classroom before the end of the class, take a seat close to the door and 

leave quietly; if you arrive late, please enter quietly, etc. etc. 

 

Scholastic dishonesty: Acts prohibited by the college for which discipline may be administered 

include scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating on an exam or quiz, 

plagiarizing, and unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work. Academic 

work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research or self-expression. 

Academic work is defined as, but not limited to tests, quizzes, whether taken electronically or 

on paper; projects, either individual or group; classroom presentations, and homework. 

 

Students with disabilities: Each ACC campus offers support services for students with 

documented physical or psychological disabilities. Students with disabilities must request 

reasonable accommodations through the Office for Students with Disabilities on the campus 

where they expect to take the majority of their classes. Students are encouraged to do this 

three weeks before the start of the semester. 

 

Incompletes: Incompletes are discouraged. They will be given only when extraordinary events 

intervene so as to make completion of the course impossible. If you want an incomplete, these 

events must be documented. To receive an incomplete the student must have completed the 

first two exams with a C or better. The student must also come by my office to fill out an 

incomplete form. If the form is not filled out, an incomplete grade will not be given. 

 

Incompletes will not be given to students who are behind schedule when the semester nears its 

end. Nor will incompletes be given to students who need just a few more points to make the 

next higher letter grade. Plenty of opportunity exists during the semester to accomplish your 

goals. 
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If you find yourself way behind or many points short toward the end of the semester you may 

withdraw without a grade penalty up to four weeks before the end of the semester. Please read 

the following note about withdrawals. 

Withdrawals: Students are responsible for withdrawing themselves from this course if that is 

what their personal situation requires. This means that if you have taken no tests or only a few 

of the tests and the semester ends without you having withdrawn yourself, then you will 

receive an F in the course. The instructor makes no promise either implicit or explicit to 

withdraw students from the course.   

Course Calendar: Lecturing dates are tentative and subject to change according to the progress 

in class. Midterm and quizzes dates are also tentative and subject to our progress in class. If 

we fall back, exams will only be over material covered in class. The date for the final exam is 

fixed. 

Note from yous instructor: It’s my job to make sure that you leave this class with the best 

knowledge of microeconomics that you can get, subject to the time and effort you are willing to 

give to this course. I really feel happy when there are many high grades in a class, but high 

grades in this class are not a freebie, they are the result of the understanding that you have of 

the material. If you need help, I’m willing to meet with you out of class time, individually or in a 

group to help you understand the material presented in class. Ask for it and we can schedule an 

appointment. 
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Assigned Chapters Evaluation

T 20-Sep-11 Introduction to class - Ch 1

TH 22-Sep-11 Ch 1

T 27-Sep-11 Ch 2

TH 29-Sep-11 Ch 2 - Ch 3

T 4-Oct-11 Ch 3

TH 6-Oct-11 Ch 3 - Ch 4

T 11-Oct-11 Ch 4 - Ch 5 Long Quiz 1 (Ch 1-3)

TH 13-Oct-11 Ch 5 - Ch 6

T 18-Oct-11 Ch 6

TH 20-Oct-11 Ch 7

T 25-Oct-11 Midterm Exam (Ch 1-7)

TH 27-Oct-11 Ch 8

T 1-Nov-11 Ch 10

TH 3-Nov-11 Ch 10 - Ch 11

T 8-Nov-11 Ch 11

TH 10-Nov-11 Ch 12 Long Quiz 2 (Ch 8-11)

T 15-Nov-11 Ch 12-Ch 13

TH 17-Nov-11 Ch 13

T 22-Nov-11 Ch 14

TH 24-Nov-11 Thanksgiving No class

T 29-Nov-11 Ch 14 - Ch 15

TH 1-Dec-11 Ch 15 Long Quiz 3 (Ch 12-14)

T 6-Dec-11 Ch 20

TH 8-Dec-11 Final Exam Final Exam (Comprehensive)


