UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT (2305) 
SECTION 36912 / Summer 2006
INSTRUCTOR: Amber Archuleta-Lucero


OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday and Thursday 9:00am-9:30am and by appt.
OFFICE ROOM:  NRG 2111


TELEPHONE: 223-1795 x 23581 leave voice mail message I will return it
E-MAIL: aarchule@austincc.edu

FAX: 223-4310
WEBSITE:  www.austincc.edu/aarchule
_______________________________________________________________________
REQUIRED TEXT:

Patterson, Thomas. WE THE PEOPLE: A Concise Introduction to American Politics.  Sixth edition, New York: McGraw-Hill, 2006.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:


This course is an introduction to United States national government.  This course includes an introduction to a framework for understanding United States government and politics, the constitutional basis for United States government and politics, the processes of United States government and politics, the institutions of United States government and politics and the policies of United States government and politics.
COURSE RATIONALE:

 
By the end of the semester, you will have a better understanding of the theoretical, legal and historical foundations of the U.S. Constitution, legislative, executive, and judicial functions and processes.

  Moreover, this class will hopefully equip the student with the tools necessary to critically and analytically interpret the political system in which we live. The political world is extremely complex and being able to understand the challenges that face the American political system is essential. Students are encouraged to participate as it is hoped that the clash of different ideas will open your minds to the possibilities of alternative conceptions of political theory and practice in creating a more democratic society.  

COURSE ATTENDANCE POLICY:


An important part of doing well in any class is making sure that you attend regularly. It is not only important to attend all the classes but also to be prompt and to stay until dismissed. Therefore; after your second absence one point will be deducted from the final grade for each absence. Attendance will be taken for every class. Also; be respectful and make sure that your phones are turned off before you get to class and please do not check your messages or text anything until after class.
INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY:


The class is a combination of lectures, classroom discussion and homework assignments that are to be completed in and out of class. Also, I have incorporated some group work into the class. I require that you actively participate in the classroom discussions and group work. You are responsible for all readings, handouts, discussions, and group work. All text readings should be completed prior to each class. 

MAKE-UP EXAM, LATE WORK and EXTRA CREDIT POLICY:

There will be no make-up exams as you must take all exams on the assigned day. Your only option for a missed exam is a comprehensive essay exam that will be given on the last day of class. The comprehensive exam is different than the fourth exam and will replace the missed test grade. Late work will not be accepted. I do not provide opportunities for extra credit and your grade will be based on the points you have earned.
EXAMS, PAPERS, PROJECTS AND GRADING POLICY
a. There will be 4 EXAMS during the semester each worth 100 points. The exams are composed of fill in the blank, short identification, multiple choice, true and false, and essays.  I will be providing feedback after each exam. Also, a study guide will be handed out prior to each exam. I usually allow a short time to entertain any study guide related questions the class prior to the exam.

b.
You will also be required to write a RESEARCH PAPER ( Due July 5, 2006) which will be worth 75 points. The paper will be should be 8-10 pages of narrative text.  The paper will examine and analyze governmental infrastructures pre and post 9/11.  A complete handout explaining requirements will be handed out the first week of class.  You will also be required to complete a short presentation of your paper. No late papers.
c.      
You will be given 10 short HOMEWORK assignments throughout the semester. 
Each assignment is worth 5 points with a possible total of 50 points if all 
assignments are completed and turned in by the due date. All homework assignments 
are handed out in class with detailed instructions on what is required including 
deadlines. No late homework will be accepted.

Thus; your grade will then be based on the accumulation of points: NO 
GRADING CURVE.

A=
525-475 points

B=
474--425 points


C=
424-375 points


D=
374-325 points


F=
324 and below

INCOMPLETE POLICY:

It is the policy of this instructor that no incompletes be given unless there are extraordinary circumstances that warrant an incomplete.

WITHDRAWAL POLICY:


You may withdraw from this class up until June 28, 2006 without any academic penalty. If you wish to withdraw then you must go to the ACC Admissions and Records Office and fill out the necessary paperwork.  The responsibility for withdrawing from this class lies with you as I do not withdraw anyone from the course.  Please be aware that if you do not officially withdraw then you will receive a course grade of an “F”.
 SCHOLASTIC DISHONESTY 


Acts prohibited by the college for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty. Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on an exam or quiz (either providing answers or stealing answers from another student), plagiarism and unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing for outside work.  Plagiarism includes use of another’s words or arguments without attribution.  


Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research or self-expression.  Academic work is defined by not limited to, tests, quizzes (electronically and or paper), projects ( individual or group), classroom presentations, papers and homework.


If a student commits any of the above actions, the instructor may seek disciplinary action in the form of an academic penalty (which will include a zero on the academic work in question and may include a course grade of an “ F”  Any disciplinary action will be at the discretion of the instructor following college procedures as outlined in the Student Handbook.
 ACADEMIC FREEDOM:


Each student is encouraged to participate in class discussions.  In any classroom situation that includes discussion and critical writing, particularly about political ideas, there are bound to be differing viewpoints.  Students may not only disagree with each other at times, but the students and instructor may also find that they have disparate views on sensitive and volatile topics.  It is the instructor’s hope that these differences will enhance class discussion and create an atmosphere where students and the instructor can be encouraged to think and learn from each other.  Student’s grades will never be adversely by any beliefs expressed in class or any assignments.  Rather, we will respect the views of others when expressed in classroom discussions.

OFFICE FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:


Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical, cognitive or psychological disabilities.  Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the OSD office on campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes.  Students should complete this three weeks before the start of the semester. Students should let instructor know during the first week of class if there are any special needs.

COURSE OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES: 

1.       Constitutional Foundations- The student will understand the foundations, 
development and features of the United States Constitution.

2. Linkage Institutions-  The student will understand how media, interest groups and political parties serve as institutions to connect people to government.

3. Political Learning-  The student will understand how political values, attitudes and behaviors are learned, organized and expressed.
4. Campaigns and Elections-  The student will understand the operation of a political campaign, types of elections and the factors that affect election outcomes.
5. Institutions of Government-  The student will understand the structure, functions and operations of the institutions of the United States Government.
6. Civil Liberties and Civil Rights-  The student will understand how civil liberties and civil rights protect both the individual and categories of people.
7. Public Policy-  The student will understand the development and implementation of both foreign and domestic policies.
COURSE OUTLINE:

DATE


TOPIC



CHAPTER


May 30


Overview/ Syllabus




American Political Culture

1


May 31


American Political Culture

1




Constitutional Democracy

2


June 1


Constitutional Democracy

2

June 2


Federalism



3

June 5


Civil Rights/ Equal Rights

4/5

June 6


Documentary-Eyes on the Prize

June 7


EXAM 1- CHAPTERS 1-5

June 8


Public Opinion



6

June 9


Voting and Elections


7

June 12


Political Parties



8

June 13


Interest Groups


9

June 14


EXAM 2- CHAPTERS 6-9

June 15


Current Events Day

June 16


Media




10

June 19


Congress



11

June 20


“The Undocumented War”




Audio Documentary-





Discussion on Immigration

June 21


Presidency



12

June 22


Bureaucracy



13

June 23


EXAM 3- CHAPTERS 10-13

June 26


Judiciary



14

June 27


Economic Policy


15


June 28


Social Policy



16

June 29


Foreign Policy



17

June 30


EXAM 4-CHAPTERS 14-17





July 3


Holiday- No class

July 4


Holiday- No class

July 5


PAPERS DUE





Presentations Begin

July 6 


Presentations Con’t

July 7 


Consultations
* Instructor reserves the right to modify any portion of the syllabus
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2

