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Austin Community College

Spring 2008
SPAN 2312 (SPAN IV)

Lec. 007 -- 13966

TTh 8:30 - 9:45 p.m. (RGC6 A250)

Course Description:  Continuation of Spanish III.  Advanced Spanish grammar, directed composition, conversation and discussion of culture based on readings.  Class conducted in Spanish.

Prerequisite:  As stated in the ACC Catalog, to be enrolled in the course, you must have credit for a three-hour college or university level course equivalent to, or at a higher level than, ACC Spanish 2311 (SPAN III) with a grade of A, B, or C.  You can also have equivalent credit by examination.  High school, community/continuing education credit, conversation course credit, and previous knowledge are not acceptable substitutes for the required prerequisite.  You must present proof of this credit (in the form of the appropriate transcript or grade report or an ACC printout) to your instructor before the twelfth day of ACC classes (Thursday, January 24), or you will be withdrawn from this course and may risk losing any refund.

       • If this is the only course for which you are registered and you are withdrawing, this may constitute a withdrawal from the institution. (See Catalog.)

       • Any student wishing to challenge this course by examination must withdraw before the fourth day of ACC classes. (See Catalog.)

Required Materials: 

     Punto y aparte: Spanish in Review.  Moving Toward Fluency.  3rd edition by Foerster, Lambright and Alfonso Pinto.  McGraw Hill.

     Manual que acompaña a Punto y Aparte (Workbook/Lab Manual).  McGraw Hill. 

Note: Students can access the listening exercises for the workbook at: http://www.mhhe.com/puntoyaparte3 .  Additionally, students can either purchase the set of CDs at the ACC bookstores, or listen to the CDs at any ACC library.  Students are also allowed to check out CDs from the library. 

Instructional Methodology:  The main objective of the course is to help students expand their vocabulary knowledge and to use the grammar learned in Spanish 1, 2, and 3 to fulfill a variety of 
communicative tasks.  The course will focus on practicing seven important communicative functions: describing, comparing, reacting and recommending, narrating in the past, expressing likes and dislikes, hypothesizing and talking about the future.  All the exercises and activities will be geared to give students the opportunity to practice and master these seven puntos clave.  The students' ability to understand and communicate in Spanish will be enhanced as a result of the constant practice of the targeted grammatical structures and the acquisition of new vocabulary.

During class, the components of listening and speaking will be emphasized.  I will teach the class in Spanish and I expect you to also speak in Spanish.  However, during my office hours, I will be glad to provide you with further explanations in English if necessary.  In class, you will be required to work in pairs and in small groups, and frequently speak in front of your fellow classmates.  Active participation will not only improve your speaking skills, it will also directly affect your grade.  You must read the textbook sections and do the workbook pages assigned for each session before coming to class, and study the material covered in class on a daily basis.  In addition to reading and writing exercises, the workbook includes listening exercises which will help your comprehension and pronunciation of Spanish.

Course Rationale:  In addition to working toward increased proficiency in the Spanish language, this course in intended to fulfill one semester of the foreign language requirement as needed for Associate Degree plans and transfer credit to four-year institutions.  The number of courses required varies by discipline and institution.

Common Course Objectives:  The main objective of the course is to help students continue developing skills in the areas of listening, speaking, reading, and writing in the Spanish language, and to increase cultural awareness.  You should allow plenty of study time:  at least two hours outside of class for each hour in class.  If you feel you need extra help, you can find a Spanish tutor at the Tutoring Labs on all major campuses.  This service is free to ACC students.

At the end of the semester of SPAN 2312, students should be able to do the following:

READING

• apply a variety of reading strategies (scanning, guessing, predicting, identifying cognates, 

   making inferences, etc.) to increase understanding of written material.

• state the main idea and details of a text based on familiar material or of authentic literary 

   works

LISTENING

• use listening strategies (listening for the main idea, listening for specific details, asking for 

  clarification, anticipating, predicting, etc.) in order to increase understanding of oral speech.

• state the main idea and some detail when listening to a passage based on familiar material or 

  when listening to authentic selections like interviews, video-clips and songs.

• answer oral questions and follow instructions.

SPEAKING

• maintain simple conversations on a variety of topics.

• describe in some detail people and things. 

• compare and contrast various people and things.

• respond appropriately to oral and written questions posed in the classroom.

• formulate and give recommendations.

• describe and narrate simple stories in the past tense and indicate activities that you have done 

   in the past.

• predict future occurrences.

• express hopes, doubts and wishes, non-existence.

• express likes and preferences using a variety of verbs (gustar, importar, encantar, etc.)

• express emotional reactions

• make hypothetical statements (conditional with past subjunctive and conditional perfect with 

  pluperfect subjunctive).

• demonstrate awareness of the sequence of tenses

• correctly incorporate prepositions such as por and para and definite and indefinite articles in 

   speech

WRITING

• write organized short compositions on a variety of topics.

• use connectors and transition words to make paragraphs flow smoothly.

• use appropriate grammar and verb forms to handle the following tasks:

   describe (present tense, noun/adjective agreement, ser/estar)

   compare and contrast (adjectives, más/menos que)

   react and recommend (subjunctive, commands)

   narrate in past (preterite/imperfect, hace + time expressions, present perfect)

   predict future occurrences (future tense)

   talk about likes (verbs of the gustar-type, indirect object pronouns)

   hypothesize (If-clauses: past subjunctive + conditional).

CULTURE AWARENESS

• perceive and identify cultural contrasts through the readings.

• demonstrate some awareness of the political situation of Hispanic countries.

• demonstrate some knowledge of Hispanic writers, painters, movies, and literary works.

Grading:  The grade will be calculated in the following way:

      Exams (3)



30% 

      Comprehensive Final Exam
20%

      Quizzes (6, drop 1)

10%





      Homework (9, drop 1)

15%



    

      Compositions (2)


10%



     

      Oral Component:


10%



     


- Cultural Presentation





      


- Interview

      Active class participation
  5%

           and preparation

Exams:  There will be 3 exams (10% each) throughout the semester. The tests will be divided up as follows: 1 (Para empezar and chapter 1), 2 (chapter 2), and 3 (chapter 3).  All of the exams will have both a listening and a written part.  The exam dates are on the schedule (calendario).  There will be no make-ups.  Very rarely, due to an extreme emergency, a score of zero can be removed from the three-test average.  The student must have an official excuse with documentation explaining the absence, which will be reviewed and either approved or rejected by the instructor (no later than the class day after the exam).

Comprehensive Final Exam:  There will be two parts to the exam (oral and written), to be taken on the last class day.  The exam is cumulative; it will cover Para empezar, chapters 1, 2 and 3.
Quizzes:  The various quizzes throughout the semester will cover vocabulary, grammar, readings, and workbook exercises.  The dates of the 6 quizzes can be found on the schedule.  There are no make-ups, but I will drop the lowest score.

Homework:  The homework assignments will consist of exercises from the Workbook/Lab Manual (8 assignments) and keeping track of important facts from the various cultural presentations (final homework assignment).  These workbook exercises help reading, listening, writing, and speaking skills (pronunciation).  The answers for many of the exercises are in the back of the workbook, so you are able to check your work.  Don't overlook writing and short composition-style exercises, as these tend to be the most original and interesting for me to grade (without answers in the back).  I will collect the workbook pages twice for each chapter and you'll receive a separate homework grade each time.  The due dates and pages of the 9 homework assignments are on the schedule.  No late homework is accepted, but the lowest score will be dropped.

Compositions:  There will be 2 in-class compositions which will be written over movies.  I will give you the two lists of possible movies in advance (one for each composition), you will choose a movie from the list and watch it on your own outside of class.  Then, in class, you will receive specific questions/topics that you need to write about. -- (see schedule for dates). 

Oral Production:  There will be 2 activities in which you will be able to show me your speaking abilities--(all dates on schedule):

1)  a cultural presentation in front of the class.  On the designated class day, you will choose presentation dates and be provided with more information and ideas for topics.  I expect active involvement in your fellow students' presentations -- you will be required to write down important points from all of the presentations (for a homework grade) and questions for the presenters are strongly encouraged.

2)  an interview with me in my office.  We will discuss the interview and choose dates in class.  You will also be given a list of sample questions to practice.

Active Participation and Preparation:  Since two of the most important factors in learning a language are listening and speaking practice, the class will be conducted IN SPANISH and you should take advantage of this opportunity every day in class.  Our class will have an interactive environment and your input (through answering my questions, asking your own, volunteering information, conversing in pairs and small groups, small group and pair presentations, reading aloud to the class, etc.) will be an important component in the class.  In addition, you will be required to read the book and do workbook exercises before coming to class every day (as stated on schedule).  If you aren't reading the book and doing the required workbook exercises, you will lose points for not being prepared.  Participation and preparation points will not be given away -- you will have to earn them.

Course Policies:
Attendance and Withdrawals:  Due to the emphasis on oral practice, attendance is mandatory and will be checked daily.  If you arrive late or don't remember signing the attendance sheet, you should check with the instructor to make sure you were counted present.  Leaving class prior to class dismissal without the instructor's approval or arriving 15 minutes late (or more) to class will be counted as an absence.  Departmental policy allows instructors to drop students with more than three absences, so contact me as soon as possible if you have a serious reason for missing class to avoid being dropped from the class.  If you decide to withdraw from the class, it is your responsibility to fill out the forms to drop the course.  If you do not do the paperwork yourself, you risk receiving an F at the end of the semester.  The last day to withdraw is Monday, April 21.

Rule of Three:  Due to state law, a charge of $60 per credit hour ($300 for a 5-credit course and $180 for a 3-credit course) will be added to the regular tuition for a course in which you have already been officially registered twice before.  You are considered officially registered after the 12th day of classes in the spring and fall, and after the 4th day of classes in the summer.  The only foreign language course exempted from "the rule of three" is SPAN 0041 - Spanish Lab.  Learning a foreign language requires a substantial amount of time and discipline, and these classes often have high drop rates.  Therefore, it is extremely important that you carefully consider whether you have the time and dedication to successfully complete the course this semester.  Otherwise, make sure that you drop it before the end of the add/drop period.

Incompletes:  A grade of incomplete (I) can only be given in the case of an EXTREME EMERGENCY that keeps the student (who is otherwise passing the class) from taking the final exam.  The instructor must receive documentation in order to review the situation and either accept or deny the request before grades are turned in.  In the event that a student is granted an incomplete, the necessary work to complete the course should be completed before the end of the following semester.  Failure to do so will result in a grade of F for the course.

Scholastic Dishonesty:  "Acts prohibited by the college for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, and unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work.  Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research, or self-expression.  Academic work is defined as, but not limited to tests, quizzes, whether taken electronically or on paper; projects, either individual or group; classroom presentations, and homework" (Student Handbook 2002-2003, p. 32).  Any students alleged of violating this policy will be referred to the Department Chair and/or College Dean for disciplinary measures.

Statement on Student Discipline:  Classroom behavior should support and enhance learning. Behavior that disrupts the learning process will be dealt with appropriately, which may include having the

student leave class for the rest of that day. In serious cases, disruptive behavior may lead to a student being withdrawn from the class. ACC's policy on student discipline can be found in the Student Handbook (page 32) or on the web at: http://www.austincc.edu/handbook/  .

Students with Disabilities:  "Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities.  Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the Office for Students with Disabilities on the campus where they take the majority of their classes.  Students are encouraged to do this three weeks before the start of the semester" (Student Handbook 2002-2003, p. 14).

Freedom of Expression:  Each student is strongly encouraged to participate in class.  In any classroom situation that includes discussion and critical thinking, there are bound to be many differing viewpoints.  These differences enhance the learning experience and create an atmosphere where students and instructors alike will be encouraged to think and learn.  On sensitive and volatile topics, students may sometimes disagree not only with each other but also with the instructor.  It is expected that faculty and students will respect the views of others when expressed in classroom discussions.

Testing Center:  The Testing Center hours and Student Summary Guide for Use of ACC Testing Centers are on the web at: http://www.austincc.edu/testctr/ .   However, you will more than likely have no need of the testing center for this class.

EN CLASE





      PARA LA PRÓXIMA CLASE
                 ↓









↓

SEMANA 1

	15 de enero (martes)
Introducción a la clase y al libro

Presentaciones de la profesora y de los

  estudiantes

Repaso de la gramática de español 3


	repasar español 3 (cap. 14-18 ¿Qué tal?)

texto 2 – 7 (Los cinco amigos)

	17 de enero (jueves)

Repaso de la gramática de español 3
Para empezar: Los cinco amigos (p. 2-7)

          
	texto 8 – 13 (puntos clave)

        14 (lectura)




SEMANA 2

	22 de enero (martes)

Puntos clave: Introducción (p. 8-13)

Lectura: El abismo entre Julio y Enrique 
  Iglesias (p. 14)

	texto 17-18 (La historia)

         19-21, 36, 40 (vocabulario),

libro de ejercicios 1-6


	24 de enero (jueves)

Entregar lib. ej. para empezar 1 (1-6) (tarea 1)
Capítulo 1: Perspectivas: Percepciones e Impresiones / D, C / España

La historia, Vocabulario del tema
	 texto 23 (¿Somos tan sensibles?)
          


SEMANA 3

	29 de enero (martes)
Vocabulario del tema (a continuación)

QUIZ 1 (vocabulario)

Nota cultural: ¿Somos tan sensibles?


	 texto 185-195 (descripción y comparación)

 lib. ej. 7-20

	31 de enero (jueves)

Entregar lib. ej. p.e. 2 (7-20) (tarea 2)
Descripción y Comparación

Actividades

	 texto 22 (fiestas fascinantes)

           32-33 (artista hispano)

lib. ej. 21-30




SEMANA 4

	  5 de febrero (martes)

Entregar lib. ej. cap.1-1 (21-30) (tarea 3)

Fiestas fascinantes

Un artista hispano

	texto 29-31 (lugares fascinantes)

        33-34 (lo hispano en EEUU) 
 lib. ej. 31-33

	 7 de febrero (jueves)

Lugares fascinantes

Lo hispano en los EEUU
	lib. ej. 34-40 (menos: 36 y 37 Portafolio de

    lecturas, ¡A escribir!)



SEMANA 5

	12 de febrero (martes)

Entregar lib. ej. cap. 1-2 (31-40) (tarea 4)

QUIZ 2 (gramática, cultura)

Hablando del Tema


	texto 35-37 (lectura y nota histórica)


	14 de febrero (jueves)

Lectura: Salvador Dalí : La novela de su vida

Repaso para el examen 1
	ESTUDIAR PARA EL EXAMEN 1




SEMANA 6

	19 de febrero (martes)

 EXAMEN 1 

	texto 43-44 (La historia)

        45-46, 48, 51-52 (Vocabulario)

lib. ej. 41-44

	21 de febrero (jueves)

Comentario del examen 1

Capítulo 2: Conexiones: ¿Qué importancia 
   tienen nuestras raíces? / R / el Caribe

La historia, Vocabulario del tema
	  texto 48-49 (Las hermanas Mirabal)

          53-54 (Hijos famosos de padres 

        famosos)



SEMANA 7

	26 de febrero (martes)

Vocabulario del tema (a continuación)

Actividades
	texto 50 (nota cultural)

     195-203 (reacciones y recomendaciones)
lib. ej. 44-48 
 

	28 de febrero (jueves)

QUIZ 3 (vocabulario)

Nota cultural: Los apodos,

Reacciones y Recomendaciones, Actividades


	texto 56-58 (lugares fascinantes)

             59 (artista hispano)

lib. ej. 48-51


SEMANA 8

	4 de marzo (martes)

Entregar lib. ej. cap. 2-1 (41-50) (tarea 5)

Lugares fascinantes, Un artista hispano
	 texto 60 (hispano en EEUU)

lib. ej. 51-56

	6 de marzo (jueves)

Lo hispano en los EEUU, Hablando del Tema
	texto 62-65 (lectura y la nota histórica)

MIRAR UNA PELÍCULA DE LA 1A LISTA (y tomar apuntes) 


SEMANA 9
	18 de marzo (martes)

QUIZ 4 (gramática, cultura)

Explicar y escoger horas para las entrevistas

Lectura: Soñar en cubano
	prepararse para la composición 1 –

   película de la lista

lib. ej. 56-58 (menos 58 Portafolio de

 lecturas y ¡A escribir !)
 

	20 de marzo (jueves)

Lectura: Soñar en cubano (a continuación)

Composición 1
	lib. ej. 59-64 
 


SEMANA 10

	27 de marzo (martes)

Entregar lib. ej. cap. 2-2 (51-64) (tarea 6)

Repaso para el examen 2
	REPASAR PARA EL EXAMEN 2



	29 de marzo (jueves)

EXAMEN 2
	texto 70-71 (La historia)

        72-75, 79-80 (vocabulario)

lib. ej. 65-67
ESTUDIAR PARA LAS ENTREVISTAS




SEMANA 11

	1 de abril (martes)

Comentario del examen 2

Capítulo 3: Pasiones y sentimientos: ¿Está 

  equilibrada su vida? / P / México

La historia, Vocabulario del tema
	 texto 74 (México lindo …)
*entrevistas en mi oficina
 

	3 de abril (jueves)

Vocabulario del tema (a continuación)

México lindo
	texto 77 (Nota cultural)

*entrevistas en mi oficina
 


SEMANA 12

	8 de abril (martes)

QUIZ 5 (vocabulario)

Explicación y orden de las presentaciones

Nota cultural: Los piropos


	texto 204-214 (Narración en el pasado),

         83 (Frida Kahlo)
lib. ej. 68-72

*entrevistas en mi oficina



	10 de abril (jueves)

Narración en el pasado, Actividades
	texto 83 (lectura)

        84-86 (lugares fascinantes)

lib. ej. 73-74

*entrevistas en mi oficina     


SEMANA 13

	15 de abril (martes)

Entregar lib. ej. cap. 3-1 (65-74) (tarea 7)

Lectura : Una pareja famosa

Lugares fascinantes


	texto 87-89 (artista hispano, hispano en

    EEUU)


	17 de abril (jueves)

Un artista hispano

Lo hispano en los EEUU

	 texto 90-92 (Lectura y nota histórica)

lib. ej. 75-77

MIRAR PELÍCULA DE LA 2A LISTA

   (y tomar apuntes)



SEMANA 14

	22 de abril (martes)

Entregar 2 posibles temas para la presentación

QUIZ 6 (gramática y cultura)
Lectura: La Adelita, Hablando del Tema


	 Prepararse para la composición 2 – 

    película de la lista

lib. ej. 78-80


	  24 de abril (jueves)

Composición 2

Repaso para el examen 3


	ESTUDIAR PARA EL EXAMEN 3

lib ej. 81-86 (menos : 82 y 83 Portafolio de
   lecturas, ¡A escribir!)
   


SEMANA 15
	29 de abril (martes)

Entregar lib. ej. cap. 3-2 (75-86) (tarea 8)

EXAMEN 3

	 PREPARAR LA PRESENTACIÓN


	1 de mayo (jueves)

Comentario del examen 3

Presentaciones


	PREPARAR LA PRESENTACIÓN


SEMANA 16

	6 de mayo (martes)

Presentaciones

Repaso para el examen final


	ESTUDIAR PARA EL EXAMEN FINAL

	8 de mayo (jueves)

Entregar comentarios de las presentaciones (tarea 9)

EXAMEN FINAL
	¡¡ DESCANSAR!!   ☺



Instructor:  Amy Cepparo


Office:  RGC Portable


Office hours: TTh 7:30-8:30 p.m.


E-mail: acepparo@austincc.edu


	- this is the best way to contact me


Office phone: 223-3248





GRADING SCALE


   90 - 100    A


    80 - 89     B


    70 - 79     C


    60 - 69     D


     0 - 59      F








