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We Are Gods 

From the Hebrew Bible, Book of Psalms, Psalm 82 

Translation: Revised Standard Version 

This is essentially the same teaching as that of Parmenides, Empedocles, the Chandogya Upanishad, Na-

garjuna, Ashtavakra Gita, Tao Te Ching, and Jesus in The Gospel of Thomas. We are not the mortal hu-

mans we seem to be. And the connection between our divinity (or Being or emptiness) and mortal ap-

pearances, just as the connection between Nagarjuna’s Two Truths and Parmenides’ Two Ways, is com-

passion, kindness, service to those in need, etc. 

Psalm 82 Comments 

[1] God has taken his place in the divine council; 

in the midst of the gods he holds judgment: 

[2] "How long will you judge unjustly 

and show partiality to the wicked? 

In the assembly of the gods, the Great God berates 

his gods—that’s us—for not acting like gods. Just as 

in the United States, we govern on behalf of the 

very rich and ignore the needy. (See Tao Te Ching 

77, “bent bow”.) 

[3] Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; 

maintain the right of the afflicted and the desti-

tute. 

[4] Rescue the weak and the needy; 

deliver them from the hand of the wicked." 

Gods who act like gods in this world take care of 

their brother and sister gods who are in need and 

can’t defend themselves against the powerful. 

[5] They have neither knowledge nor understand-

ing, they walk about in darkness; 

all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 

We, the gods, walk busily about this world in igno-

rance, as if sleepwalking, dazed, or drunk. The same 

thing Persephone told Parmenides. Our arrogant 

stupidity even upsets the balance of nature. 

[6] I say, "You are gods, 

sons of the Most High, all of you; 

[7] nevertheless, you shall die like men, 

and fall like any prince." 

[8] Arise, O God, judge the earth; 

for to you belong all the nations! 

We gods have chosen to believe we are merely 

mortal humans—just as Adam and Eve chose dual-

ism (dualism is the attitude of the illusion of mor-

tality)—and we will die like humans because of 

what we believe (Tao Te Ching 1: what we “name” 

ourselves and our world). 

 


