 BTF Meeting, February, 2004

Meeting began at 12 P.M.

Attending: Bernice Speer, Steve Bostic, David Froehlich, Les Albin, Sarah Strong, Trish Phelps, Alice Sessions, Jackie Jarzem, Anne Keddy-Hector, Yvonne Estes, D’Maris Allen-Mierl, A.L.Mackey, Suzy Mathis, Karen Rogowski, Linnea Fletcher, Steve Ziser, Chuck Dunn, Mark McCaffery

 1. Departmental Dissection Policy.

  The Department discussed the departmental dissection policy offered by Steve Bostic.  The policy is the result of Steve’s work and suggestions made by members of the department.  After some modifications suggested by those attending this meeting, the department unanimously adopted this policy:

      “ Most ACC biology classes, particularly those with laboratory components, use actual organisms during instruction in addition to images and models. ACC students generally are preparing for real-world careers requiring workers with hands-on experience. These careers include health care, veterinary work, horticultural and agricultural work. Other students plan to transfer to four-year colleges and will be participating in biological research where hands-on experience is equally important.

    Organisms used at ACC are fundamental in biology instruction and they are utilized to teach specific skills and knowledge. Their condition and usage varies from course to course. Students will be expected to actively participate in these activities. Students with particular concerns in this matter should consult with their instructor and/or departmental officials before enrolling in a laboratory course so that they can know what will be required of them.

    Some organisms are observed alive while others are dead and preserved in various ways. Student manipulation of organisms ranges from culturing living organisms to dissecting preserved ones. Some examples include, but are not limited to: bacterial culturing for microbiology courses; cat, pig or rat dissection for anatomy courses; skeleton and pelt examination for field biology; and use of frogs in physiology experiments.”
  This policy statement will be posted prominently on the Biology website and will be required to be in every syllabus.

2. Course Change Updates.

  The Curriculum and Programs Committee has accepted the changes to the Anatomy and Physiology courses.  The department now has to get posters up, set up advising pages, inform students, etc.

  The addition of Anatomy or Intro to A&P as prerequisites is going to the Committee this month. There are only four programs this will affect: Nursing, Mobility Track Nursing and Surgical Tech programs already require Anatomy and Micro as prerequisites for admission to their programs.  Dental Hygiene requires both Anatomy and Micro, but not as prerequisites.  The programs are concerned that this change might slow students’ entry into their programs, but many students are already delayed because of failure to pass Micro.  The new prerequisite should increase students’ success rates.
  At this time, 40-45% of the Intro Micro class time requires review of organ systems.  This change will allow more time for new material.

  The common course objectives for the new Human Anatomy course are almost done.  Those for Intro to A&P have been sent out for review.

3. A&P Class Schedule

    The department discussed scheduling like classes on the same day campus by campus.  This would make the lab assistants daily workload more manageable.  Since different instructors use the same model in their practicals, schedules could be be coordinated so all instructors offer practicals on he same day, changing tags and perhaps changing out some models.  This would make setting up practicals much easier since the lab rooms are in use back to back most the day.

The suggested dispersion of the new classes for the fall semester is:

    RGC MW  Human Physiology/ TTh Human Anatomy

    RVS  MW Human Anatomy/TTh Intro, Human Phys

    PIN MW  Human Phys, 1408/TTh Intro, Human Anatomy

    CYP MW Human Anatomy,/TTh Human Physiology, 2404

  A&P II will be taught in the fall and in the spring to allow students who have started the A&P I sequence.  Three sections of Human Physiology (2102/2305) will be offered in the fall for students who have already taken Human Anatomy at ACC or at another school.

4. Assessment Testing and Alternatives

  The new Anatomy course will require students to pass an assessment test covering high school biology.  The Human Physiology course will require students to pass an assessment test covering high school chemistry.

  If students fail the test biology test, they may study on their own and retake the test or they may take 1406 or 1408 to demonstrate the required knowledge level in biology.  

  Another possible option is for the department to offer a Continuing Education (CE) short course that would teach the principles of high school biology that they would need to pass the Anatomy assessment test.  The department could also offer a CE course to teach the principles of high school chemistry students would need to pass the Physiology assessment test,

  These courses would be ideal f or students who need to brush up on their skills, those who do not have the time or whose financial aid will not cover a college credit course and  for those who cannot learn the material through self study.  The courses would cover the essential knowledge required to take the Anatomy or Physiology classes.

  The CE courses would not count as part of an adjuncts workload and would be a good way for adjuncts to earn some extra money.  These courses would be ideal for adjuncts who teach 1406 & 1408.

There would be no lab component and could even be run as Distance Learning courses using Blackboard or a Distance Learning/classroom mix.

  The department unanimously approved approaching CE about offering these courses.

  The department will also offer some materials to guide students who wish to do self study.

  The department must develop the assessment test soon so it can be offered in the summer if not sooner so students can take the test and register for fall.  The department must ensure that the test only covers high school level material since requiring college level biology knowledge levels would add a college level biology course as a “hidden prerequisite,” which is not allowed.  Mark will contact Region 13 to see if we can borrow high school books to use as references.

6. South Austin Campus Update

  All suggested changes to the South Austin Campus plans must be submitted to the architects by March 13th.  In addition to the group that has been working on the plans, Yvonne, Anne, Jackie, Steve Ziser, Mackey, Les, D’Maris and David will look over the plans with “fresh eyes” and make recommendations.

  The South Austin Campus will offer 1408, 1409, Human Anatomy (or 2404) and Intro Micro classes.

  There will be a parking garage on campus to provide sufficient parking (it is hoped) for students, staff and faculty.

  The department is requesting 5 full-time faculty and 2.5 lab assistants on the SAC campus.  The department has requested all the labs have computers with Internet access, preferably wireless access.
7. Changes to BIO 1614, 1673, 2614 & 2993
  BIO 1614, Field Biology; 1673, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology; 2614, Aquatic Biology; and 2993, Animal Behavior and/or Infectious Diseases will not be offered in the future unless the Coordinating Board will accept them and grant us unique needs numbers.  There may be an exception made for 1614 since the department already has letters from other schools accepting this class for transfer.  The department is working on getting the requisite letters for the other course in the hopes that they may be offered at a future date.

  The ACGM has a 4 hour course number BIOL 2406 which might be used for Ecol & Evol Biology (BIO 1673). The BIOL 2406 number does require a lab component, but the lab may include a mix of field activities and the Ecobeaker software.  Ecobeaker is a program some  instructors previously used  in 1673. If Field Biology, 1614, is not accepted by the Coordinating Board, this course could incorporate its field activities and offered as a 3 hour lecture and a 3 hour lab.  This would also be a good course to teach at the Wildflower center in the summer.

  The course description for BIO 1673 will be used for the new BIOL 2406 with the addition of the phrase “…involves field activities and techniques of field work”.  The course will be a 4 hour course. Anne will work on writing the Common Course Objectives for BIOL 2406 and present them at the March 26th meeting.  The department will vote on the final version at the May 7th meeting.

  The motion was made to delete BIO 1673 from the course list and the department replace it with BIOL 2406 using the same course description with the addition of the field activities phrase starting in Fall 04.

8. New Adjuncts

   We have 10 new adjuncts.  We need to do classroom observations on them all.  Bernice asked for volunteers to help cover these observations.

 9.Master Plan Initiatives
   The college has created a Master Plan Initive that’s sensible and coordinated.  The plan will be given to the Board at the same time the budget is given to the Board instead of after the budget has been passed.

  The first initiative is the new building at Eastview, the South Austin Campus and renovations to all existing facilities.

  The second initiative is to implement critical improvements necessary to ensure safe and healthy campus environments for all students, faculty and staff.

  The third initiative is to provide training and education to students that allow them to be successful in employment or allow them to transfer to colleges and universities.

  The fourth initiative is to increase the diversity and number of student participating in and graduating from ACC programs 

consistent with “closing the gaps”

  The fifth initiative is for programs that address the economic and employment needs of the greater Austin area.

   The department should link budget needs to these initiatives i.e. replace rusted eyewash stations as critical improvements in safety.

  The Dean must have all the initiatives input into the system by the 29th of February.  The department must have their requests into the Dean by the 13th.  

  Jackie, Sarah and Bernice will spearhead prioritizing the budget requests and develop a three plan to cover our equipment and safety needs.  Please email any suggestions to them.

  Les, Trish, Anne, Jackie, D’Maris, David, Betsy, Sarah and Bernice will meet to go over the final request list.

10 John Young
  Several Biology department members attended the memorial service for John Young.  There is a scholarship fund set up in his name.  Please send donations to the ACC Foundation John Young Memorial.

Meeting ended at 1:45

