 BTF Meeting October, 2003

Meeting began at 9: A.M.

Attending: Betsy Maxim, D'Maris Allen-Mierl, Alice Sessions,  Steve Bostic,  Sarah Strong, Terry Shaw, Trish Phelps, Les Albin, Steve Ziser, Chuck Dunn, Steve Muzos, John Norris, A.L. Mackey, Jesse White, Linda Clement, Suzy Mathis, Bernice Speer, Mark McCaffery

 1. Library Services

 Linda Clement from the ACC Libraries made a presentation about on-line resources available through the ACC libraries especially the Encyclopedia of Life Sciences.  Several of these programs are currently underutilized and she would like faculty to encourage their students to take advantage of them.

 To further this end, she has offered to give training in the resources and their uses to any interested faculty either individually or as a group.  The Department decided to arrange a training session for interested faculty at HBC on October 31st.

2. Custom Publishing Options

Jesse White from Pearson Custom Publishing, an affiliate of Benjamin Cummings and Prentice Hall,  talked to the department about custom options for special edition books, lab manuals and bundles.  Pearson can print and package both material written by ACC faculty members and chapters, articles and labs published by B Cummings or Prentice for use in ACC classes. Or, Pearson can produce redacted copies of textbooks if a faculty member wishes to cut out unused chapters to lower the book price for students.

If a faculty member wishes to create a package of labs or articles from sources outside ACC, Pearson would need a lead in time of 4 weeks, six if the packet were to include the faculty member’s own material, to print it up and an additional week to get it to the bookstore shelves. The cost of each packet is a 6 dollar set up fee and 9 cents per page.  The minimum is 15 dollars for a hundred pages.  With the bookstore’s markup, the packets should cost the students approximately 20 dollars.  A 200 page lab manual would cost about 24 dollars. 

  At the Pearson website (www.pearsoncustom.com), a faculty member can look through hundreds of labs, articles and chapters from textbooks and choose those to include in a manual. Pearson also has a web site (www.labartlibrary.com) with several hundred lab illustrations arranged by concept which can be used in packets and manuals manuals. Pearson will send one copy for review before the manuals are printed.  There are several binding and cover options available. It should also be possible to get copies of CDs (i.e. the Physio-X CD from the Marieb books) included in custom manuals. 

3. Textbooks

Sarah Strong requested department approval to add the Geography Coloring Book by Kapit to the approved book list for 2306. Students have an appalling lack of knowledge about geography and since 2306 is about Biogeography, students need to learn some fundamentals of physical geography The book should add about 15 dollars to the cost of the course. Approved.

Sarah would also like to add a world atlas to the approved list.  Approved.

The Department voted to adopt Genetics: Genes to Genome (2nd) by Hartwell et al and the accompanying student study guide and solutions manual as the texts for BIOL 2316 Genetics.

The department voted to adopt the new 8th edition of Tortora’s Introduction to Microbiology as the textbook for 2420 and 2421 effective Spring 2004.

The department voted to keep the 5th edition of the Marieb Human Anatomy and Physiology book (published as a special edition for ACC) as the text for Anatomy & Physiology I & II through the spring 2005.

4. Anatomy and Physiology Matters

The subcommittee that was discussing the details of structure of the new Anatomy & Physiology courses made these recommendations:

A) The new Anatomy course would be a fusion of the current A&P I and the Anatomy course with histology folded in.  Some prerequisites are possible – chemistry or BIOL 1406 or a passing grade on a chemistry assessment. The cell would be taught.  The course would be entirely anatomy with no physiology.

B) Human Physiology would be a fusion of the current A&P II with Physiology with same prerequisites as above plus a passing score in Human Anatomy

C) The new survey course, possibly BIOL 2404 would cover approximately 70-80% of the current common course objectives from the current A&P I, but no chemistry.  In addition, the department will work with Health Science departments who want to use this course (LVN, Surgical Tech, Dental Hygiene, EMT, PTA and possibly Sonography) to see what can be deleted. 2404 will not at any time be a substitute for the Human Anatomy and Human Physiology courses.  There will be some chemistry prerequisite (course or assessment test) CHEM 1405 was looked at, but the course does not cover acids, bases and pH.  There is a Chemistry course for Allied Health course on the ACGM list, but is not currently taught at ACC.  Chemistry has been approached to add this course.  If Chemistry does not have personnel to develop the course, Biology will offer to research how the course is taught at other colleges and what textbooks are used and develop it for Chemistry..  Chemistry for Allied Health Science just became part of the Texas Statewide Field of Study so students coming to ACC will want this instead of Chem 1405.  Ditto for UT students.

The department agreed to adopt the recommendations of the subcommittee.

Bernice will attend a Chemistry Department meeting with David Fonken to discuss adding Chemistry for Allied Health course if ACC will the department the budgetary resources to support them.

The new Anatomy and Anatomy survey course will begin in Fall 2004 along with section of A&P II (to finish the sequence for students who have taken A&P I).  The Human Physiology course will begin in Spring 2005.  A few final sections of A&P II will be taught that semester.

The department voted to request that the Coordinating Board add a combination lecture/lab anatomy course and a combination lecture lab physiology course to the AGCM.  Currently Anatomy is listed as 2304 lecture and 2101 lab and Physiology is 2305 lecture and 2102 lab.  Students must enroll in both classes and receive separate lecture and lab courses.

Three committees to develop the courses, reworking the common course objectives of the current courses into the new courses. and to research and recommend texts for the new courses were appointed:

   Anatomy: Steve Ziser, Betsy, Sarah, Mack and Les

   Physiology: Ziser, Bernice, Sarah, Mack, Meg Flemming, Eric       

                      VanGorkom and Suzy

   2404: Mack, Les, Ziser, Norris and Benice

Bernice suggested that labs for the various courses be unified i.e. the same labs for Anatomy are taught college wide rather campus by campus.  All lab manuals and prep manuals would also be the same college wide.  A committee will be appointed to work on this once the course objectives are completed.

5. Intro Microbiology Prerequisite

The 2420 instructors would like to make either 2404 or Human Anatomy a prerequisite to Intro to Microbiology.  Many students are currently taking both 2420 and 2401 and not having success with either because of the heavy workload in both.  The current success rate in A&P I is 47% while the success rate in 2420 is 70%. Part of the success rate is because most students take A&P I first.  In addition, almost every student who takes 2404 will take eventually take Intro Micro for his or her programs.  Approved.

6. New Science for Teachers course

Alice Sessions and Suzy Mathis have been working to develop a new course for high school science teachers., “Theory and Use of Labs in Science Education”.

  The course would show teachers how to develop and integrate labs into their classes.  It would cover lab safety techniques, how to order supplies, how to correlate labs with material covered in the classroom, interpreting data and how to write lab reports.  Various universities and colleges approached about accepting this course for transfer said the course has to have either a BIOL or a CHEM rubric to be accepted.  When Alice approached the department last spring about this, the department gave preliminary approval.  Now requests that the department approve the course as BIOL 2389 as a 3/2 course so she can go before the Coordinating Board and tell them the department approved. Lab space has been found and the course is paid for by grant money. Approved.

7. Safety

The lab assistants will attend a WACI workshop on Oct 17th. Lab Coordinators are invited to attend but not required.

There is a new insurance company so there will be a new form placed in all the lab safety manual.  We have not gotten an answer if students are covered on self-guided tours.  Please make sure students are aware of this. 

8. Announcements

Alice Sessions has moved to Eastview and has become the full-time Biology person on that campus.  She will supervise the lab assistant on there once that position is filled.

Dr. Mackey volunteered to help the Dental Hygiene program with

Its anatomy tutoring session. The department will send unused skull models to him supplement his materials.

Steve Bostic is exploring using the greenhouse at RVS for his Botany class.

There was a problem with the summer schedule.  None of the departmental changes have been made.  The campus managers are already scheduling the rooms.  Bernice will have to work with every campus managers to correct the problems.

Meeting ended at 11:15

