Biology Department Meeting, April 7th, 2007
Meeting began at 9 A.M.

Attending: Jackie Jarzem, Sarah Strong, Terry Shaw, Rick Fofi, Alice Sessions, Laura Juarez de Ku, Trish Phelps, Steve Bostic, David Froehlich, Linnea Fletcher, David Sanchez, Steve Ziser, Mark McCaffery

Item 1: Reports
   a) Personnel
1) The Adjunct evaluations are almost complete.  All the Full-time evaluations have been completed.

b) Safety
1) Blood Borne Pathogen Training sessions have been set up and are on the workshop website.  All lab assistants, coordinators and faculty who teach labs in which blood is used must receive the training (state requirement).
2) Last year ACC signed and agreement with DPS concerning equipment that could be used in manufacturing drugs.  ACC must inventory all such equipment.  This includes any flasks.

3) There are several safety problems at CYP including lab lights on timers that turn themselves off and eyewash stations with only a dribble of water.  These have been reported to EHS.  Please let Sarah know of any other safety issues you encounter.

4) First Aid and fire extinguisher training are available.

5) A new revision of the safety rules will be used starting in the summer.  It’s a format change rather than a content change so it’s more straightforward.
c) Scheduling
1) We were able to get several of our requested changes into schedule, but some did not.  ACC has gone to a yearlong scheduling process and several of our requests were submitted too late. Subsequently the suggested addition of a section of 2306 to RRHEC will be delayed until the Fall 08 schedule. Chuck Wayne will be calling members of the Scheduling Committee over the summer to wok on the Fall 08 schedule.

c) Budget
1) Alice submitted a $4.5 million budget for FY 08.   She put a lot of replacement requests including models and lab equipment. This is the first step in the establishment of a regular replacement schedule.
2) She requested three new lab assistant positions -two CYP for the two new labs and one at EVC.  She also requested two new full-time faculty positions—one of them a 1406/1407.  
3) HR has made an offer to one of the applicants for the full-time position for next year.  
 Item 2: Rio Grande Offices
  Rio Grande is starting its renovations and will be putting up a parking garage/office building.  The current plans call for all the science faculty offices to the new building.  Since this would move the faculty and staff away from the labs this is unacceptable.  Chemistry has written a letter requesting all science faculty and staff remain in the Main Building near and next to the labs for safety reasons.  Biology unanimously agreed to also write a letter to be sent to the administration with the same request.
Item 3: Textbooks
1) Department decided to add the Silverthorn Human Physiology to the 2305 approved book list and the Ingraham & Ingraham Introduction to Microbiology: A Case History Approach to the 2420 approved book list. 
2) Chuck Dunn requested permission to use the electronic version of the Raven Biology text.  After some discussion, the Department requested that Chuck do some research e.g. cost of the electronic version vs. hardcopy  for the May meeting.
Item 4: Courses
1) BIOL 2316:  Currently our sections of Genetics do not have labs.  Most universities will not accept the course for transfer as Biology without a lab.  Alice requested that the dept. add BIOL 2116 Genetics lab to our course list.  The course note would explain that the lab was for students who wished to use the lab for transfer. The Dept. approved.
2) BIOL 1308 Biology Concepts for the Health Pre-Professional: This would be a prep course for 2304 and 2404.  The course would be optional, not required so there would be no problem with the Allied Health accrediting agencies.  This would also get the students taking 1406 and 1408 to prep for the assessment tests out of those courses and into something more appropriate.  This would also be a good course for students who receive a provisional pass (50-69%) to prep for taking 2304.  There would be sections offered in the 12 week session so students who begin 2304 and realize they are in over their head can drop it and enroll in 1308 to be better prepared.  The Dept. approved. 
3) BIOL 1108 Lab Practice in Anatomy: This would be an optional section of open lab students could sign up for.  An adjunct would be available in the lab to answer questions and help students.  This would not replace the open The Dept. approved.
4) The administration is currently very interested in course redesign.  There are funds available for new equipment, software, redesigning lab manuals, creating lab manuals, etc. under the course redesign rubric.  Sarah made a motion to redesign 2101, 2102 and 2404 labs.
5) Sal is currently working on a 1406/1407 to take advantage of new technology.  The redesign is not mandatory and will not be imposed on anyone.  A motion was made to approve Sal’s redesign.  Approved.
