Biology Department Meeting, February   1st, 2008
Meeting began at 9 A.M.

Attending: Jackie Jarzem, Sarah Strong, Alice Sessions, Laura Juarez de Ku, David Froehlich, Sal Tavormina, D’Maris Allen-Mierl, Chuck Wayne, Steve Bostic, Meg Flemming, Chad Cryer, Liz Ramirez Garza, Janice Lai, Suzy Mathis, Betsy Maxim, Rick Fofi, Trish Phelps, Steve Muzos, Bernice Speer, A.L. Mackey, Nita Hazle, Yvonne Estes, Terry Shaw,  Aniko Szabo-Hill, Lucretia Krause, David Sanchez, Mark McCaffery


Item 1: Reports

   a) Scheduling

1) Finished Fall schedule changes to accommodate the 1406/1407 course redesign and Spring is in process.
2) Added Physiology in the first 5.5 week session to accommodate a change to the Nursing application schedule.


   b) Budget

1) Jackie’s working on the equipment list for next year and checking over the lists of anatomy models the lab techs have submitted.
2) Jackie requested that faculty let the lab techs know about any equipment that’s on its last legs and needs replacement.  Please also include slides that need to be replaced.

   c) Evaluation 

1) The evaluation materials are coming in.   If anyone is currently on the committee and doesn’t want to serve another year please let Suzy know.



Item 2: Chair Apparent Update 

1) Donetta has signed off on the early chair election.  The vote will be held in April.  If you are interested in serving please let David Froehlich know.


Item 3: OSD

1) OSD did not accept the department’s suggestions for procedures for OSD students going on field trips.

Item 4: Hiring


1) The two new positions are in process.  Interviews are being held and names for a new A&P and a new 1407, 08 & 09 full-timer will be submitted.
2) The Dean has asked for a third position to be hired for the fall, probably for 2420.

Item 4: 1406 Course Redesign

1) The computer classrooms for the redesigned course is on track
2) The scheduling issues for the fall have been resolved.
3) There will be a site visit by some representatives from the Coordinating Board to assess how the project is going on Feb 13th
4) We need c. 50% of 1406 section to pilot the redesign in the fall.


Item 4: 1408 

1) Steve Muzos has set up a blog for 1408 labs to get faculty input.  
2) Jackie has put up a number of biology videos at biologyvideos.blogspot.com for students and faculty to use.   


Item 4: Biotech Recruiting 

1) Trish introduced Lucretia Krause, the new biology lab assistant at EVC.
2) Biotech has paid student internship available.
3) The Library is developing a Wiki for Biotech students.


Item 4: Textbook Committees

1) 2116:  Alice, Evelyn, Trish, Janice, Ed.
2) 1308: Jackie (will be recruiting)
3) 2404: Meg, Sarah, Laura, David Sanchez
The Health Sciences programs want their students to keep their texts so the new text will be in a 3 holed punched form which cannot be sold back.
4) 1408: Steve Muzos, Froehlich, Trish, Chad, Liz, Sal.


Item 4: FBG

1) Nita Hazle will be moving to Fredericksburg this summer.   She will be able to teach classes out there including 2404 which will greatly ease the dept.’s usual staffing problems at FBG.
2) Alice, Sarah and Chuck are going to work on a recommendation to make the n FBG on par with labs in Austin e.g. time put aside for lab prep, secure storage space, support staff.


Addenda

1) The dept is going to ask for PCR equipment for 1406 and 2316.
2) Yvonne and her Native Plants class put a small native plants garden at PIN.












