Biology Department Meeting, November 2nd, 2007
Meeting began at 9 A.M.

Attending: Jackie Jarzem, Sarah Strong, Terry Shaw, Alice Sessions, Laura Juarez de Ku, Eric VanGorkom, Steve Bostic, David Froehlich, Sal Tavormina, D’Maris Allen-Mierl, Chuck Wayne, David Sanchez, Chad Cryer, Chuck Dunn, Stephen Greene, Liz Ramirez Garza, Mark McCaffery

Item 1: Reports
   a) Scheduling
1) The dept. is trying to find room to put the 2420 classes in a lecture space rather than the lab.
2) Full-time preferences must be in to Alice by December 1st. 

3) The dept. does not know when the new ventilation hoods will be installed at RGC which may disrupt some of the lab classes.

4) The Scheduling Committee will meet next week to work on the Spring 09 schedule.

   b) Budget
1) The lab technicians are still finishing the capital equipment inventories and wish lists. The inventories will then by used to develop an equipment replacement schedule. The electrophoresis chambers and power supplies are being ordered.  The iworks equipment paperwork is in process.
2) The regular budget process for FY 09 will begin in the early spring.

   c) Evaluation 
1) A reminder to please check the status of your ADA and Sexual Harassment training.  We are required to have refresher training every 2 years.
2) Evaluations start on Monday.
3) The department would like to modify the portfolio requirements. The department would require instructors to submit their comprehensive finals (if given) or their last exams.  Motion passed.
Item 2: Updates
1) “Virus” will be removed from the common course objectives and course description for BIOL 1407.

2) The Dean will meet with Donetta Goodall to ask about adding a math requirement to all biology courses.

3) Alice has submitted the request to amend the premed degree plan to the Curriculum Committee.
Item 3: New Business

1) Performance Evaluation Centers : Alice has submitted a proposal to Dr. Kinslow to establish centers where Biology and other dept. can run online testing.  Last semester the assessment testing program gave almost 2,000 tests to students.  The system is on the verge of being overwhelmed.  English, Spanish, Developmental Math and other depts. are interested in giving diagnostic tests to better place their students. These centers could theoretically be used by almost one third of ACC students in a given year.

2) The dept. will hold a vertical alignment with members of various Allied Health dept. to make sure what we cover in our course is what Allied Health students need as a foundation.  The meeting will be Dec. 7th from 11:30-1:00.

3) The dept. is exploring options to improve the performance of students who receive a provisional pass on the assessment test.  One of the recommendations is for the development of a one credit “learning skills” classes which the department would strongly suggest students take in addition to Human Anatomy.  There is a course number for such courses already and perhaps we could have sections co taught by biology faculty.  The other suggestion is to strongly recommend that these students take BIOL 1309 before they take Anatomy.  The dept will also try and find more open lab space and encourage the Learning labs to hire more qualified biology tutors –Sarah has volunteered to even check the knowledge levels of the tutors to make sure they are qualified.
4) Books: The Enquist book is indeed still out of print.  There will be difficulties using the old edition of the Anatomy book and the new edition of the A&P Revealed software.  The dept. decided to stay with the old software until fall.

5) SACS: Alice needs the grades from lab 1 from the 1408 instructor and 2420 grades from next spring to submit to SACS for review.

