Biology Department Meeting, September 4th, 2008
Meeting began at 9 A.M.

Attending: Jackie Jarzem, Sarah Strong, Alice Sessions, Laura Juarez de Ku, David Froehlich, D’Maris Allen-Mierl, Chuck Wayne, Meg Flemming, A. L. Mackey,  Chad Cryer,  Janice Lai, Rick Fofi, Trish Phelps, Steve Muzos, Terry Shaw, Anne Keddy-Hector, Steve Bostic, Steve Ziser, Shante Taylor, Sal Tavormina, Bernice, Speer, Ed Meyrtholen, Karen Viotto, Mark McCaffery

Item 1: Reports
   Safety
1) The glitch in the online testing has been fixed.
2) Blood Borne Pathogen Training will be set up and run by the EHS. You will sign up at the workshop website.

3) Field first aid training will be on the 13th.

4) Sarah was commended for doing an “awesome job” as Safety Coordinator.
   Adjuncts
1) There are four new adjuncts for the fall.

   Scheduling
1) Currently working on the 09-10 schedule.

2) Perhaps add more 8 weeks in the summer?  The 8 wk schedule was pioneered by Biology and is proving very popular.

3) Add more 1308.  This fall 4 extra sections were added and they all filled up.

Budget
1)  The dept. ended last year with money left over for a change.

2)  The lab techs are working to flesh out the model inventories in their labs.

3) This year the dept will do a similar inventory/acquisition list for 1407/1409.
4) Money for equipment for the redesign courses was approved.   We will find out the exact procedure for ordering the equipment from Richard Smith.
5) Alice will send a rough estimate of how much each campus has for supplies and hourlies for the next year to the lab coordinators.

6) Three new full-time positions have been approved for 09-10.  One for A&P, one for 2420 and one for FBG.

7) We have been given money to hire tutors to help our students.

8) The dept will be hiring some hourlies to help with the assessment test.  This money will be converted into a full-time administrative assistant to free Mark and the other admins from the the large amount of work involved in running the test.
Item 2: 1308 Objectives
1) Jackie presented the proposed objectives for the new 1308 course.  After some discussion the decided to expand and revise them.  There will be more discussion at the next meeting. 
Item 4: TSI Requirements
1) The dept. voted to add the math requirement to 1308.
Item 5: 1408

1) Although there were no changes to the current 1408 manual Steve Muzos has been testing out some lab tweaks in his classes. Please share any changes you have made with him.

Item 6: 1406 & 1407 Redesign

1) The dept. has five new computer classrooms for the redesign.  Approximately one half the classes are using the new method.  An amazing amount of online material has been put on line in support of the redesign.  Assessment questions have been sent out to all the instructors.

Item 7: TSI Roster

1) Due to major problems with the TSI roster in Datatel instructor still need to check TSI prerequisites with the students.  Please do not drop students based on this roster alone..

Item 8: 1309 & 2306 Films

1) There was a problem with the licensing to  show the various series in the classroom versions of 1309 & 2306.  After much stress and drama the issue has been resolved.

Item 9: Science Librarian

1) Linda Clement has been transferred to a different area in the Library system.  Her replacement is neither a specialist in this area nor have the training and background Linda does.  The dept decided to write a letter to the head of the Library asking for a properly trained person be assigned to this position. 
