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Draft

Attendees:

Stephanie Willis, Kelly Scientific

Anton Zimmerman, Ambion

Marianna Goldrick, Ambion

Fred Lehle, Lehle Seeds

Irma Rios, DPS Crime Labs

Karen Browning, UT at Austin 

Brian Windsor, UT at Austin  

Tom Kowalski, Texas Healthcare and Bioscience Institute

Linnea Fletcher, ACC

David Fonken, ACC

Alice Sessions, ACC

Trish Phelps, ACC

Minutes
	Alice Sessions
	Meeting began with everyone introducing themselves and then Dr. Session going through the powerpoint.

	Marianna Goldrick
	Do students have a expectation to stay in Austin?

	Stephanie Willis
	Workers are very loyal to Austin, but students have an advantage of a great complement of skills. 

	Marianna Goldrick
	Do you place students out at MD Anderson?

	Alice Sessions
	We place students as part of the vet program.

	Linnea Fletcher
	We could look into offering a short course for a Animal Technician.

	Marianna Goldrick
	Ambion would be very interested in that.

	Stephanie Willis
	There is no official training for a Animal Technician.

	Linnea Fletcher 
	We could team up MD Anderson.

	Marianna Goldrick
	UT also, we need techs to meet NIH requirement.

	Stephanie Willis
	NIH really breaks down to having correct space issues for housing animals.

	Alice Sessions
	This course would be very useful.

	Stephanie Willis
	Is UTSA a possibility for articulation?

	Alice Sessions
	Yes, definitely.

	Anton Zimmerman
	How about St. Ed’s and UT for articulation?

	Alice Sessions 
	St. Ed’s is forming a Bioinformatics program we should have a articulation agreement with.  I will field UT to Karen Browning.

	Karen Browning
	Not for now

	Linnea Fletcher
	With the WECUM process we now have cross-articulations, the next step should lead to vertical articulations pertaining to all collages that have a cross articulation.

	Stephanie Willis
	In theory a articulation agreement would go to universities across the state?

	Tom Kowalski
	How would we go about this?

	Linnea Fletcher
	The state through legislative would recognize the agreements and recommend to the coordinating board for universities to recognize the agreements also.  

	Tom Kowalski
	Would that be a law?

	Linnea Fletcher 
	Maybe, its simply logical with exponential benefits to stop thinking regionally

	Marianna Goldrick
	Concerning placing interns, how about state labs.

	Irma Rios
	We require a minimum of a bachelor’s degree.

	Linnea Fletcher
	The Health Department can hire associate degrees but there budget has been cut.

	Alice Sessions
	We are placing some interns there.  

	Linnea Fletcher
	There is also a excess of 4-year students.

	Alice Sessions
	Is there anything else you would like to change in the program?

	Linnea Fletcher
	How about a Bioinformatics short course?

	Stephanie Willis
	What about QA? Do you cover GMP, GLP and integrated techniques?

	Alice Sessions
	Yes we cover all of that.

	Marianna Goldrick
	We have been real happy with the workers we have received from this program; we have given a full-time position recently to a graduate.  I was also very impressed with the classes enthusiasm for Bioinformatics.   

	Alice Sessions
	What about covering RNI?

	Anton Zimmerman
	Maybe on a theoretical level, it could be incorporated into the Tissue Culture class.  

	Stephanie Willis
	Are your classes project-based?

	Alice Sessions
	The 2nd year courses are dived into modules all with end products.

	Marianna Goldrick
	In the labs we taught we had primers as a project thought several labs.  

	Stephanie Willis
	Students who learn this way have a better understanding of the process in companies.

	Linnea Fletcher
	That segment taught by Ambion has been adopted by CA and WI since we are the only ones who do RNA .

	Marianna Goldrick
	It’s a two-way street for us, by teaching the class with our products the students become used to using them and will purchase them as they move into the Industry.

	Alice Sessions
	Being competency (project based) has been a great recruiting tool for us.

	Stephanie Willis
	What has been the hardest sell for recruiting into the program?

	Linnea Fletcher
	The Science they will have to learn.

	Trish Phelps
	We lose about 25% in Intro course for all sorts of reasons.

	Linnea Fletcher
	The intro course in the High Schools retains about 100% and is entirely equivalent in skills.  

	Anton Zimmerman
	Were do you start of people with degrees?

	Alice Sessions
	About midway or the second year.

	Linnea Fletcher
	We have found though that 4-year do have to start at the beginning many times.  

	Anton Zimmerman
	What is the range of abilities in the hardcore courses?  

	Alice Sessions 
	All across the range as is typical of most community college with no admission requirements.

	Anton Zimmerman
	Who do you cater too when teaching?

	Alice Sessions
	We aim for the top students and then nurse the ones at the bottom.  

	Trish Phelps
	The classes are small enough for us to achieve that.  

	Marianna Goldrick
	With the economy in decline are you seeing a longer lag time between academia?

	Alice Sessions
	Yes we are seeing that in returning students.

	Trish Phelps
	Some of the 4-year students never learn the basics.

	Linnea Fletcher
	What do you think of incorporating computer skills into the course?  

	Stephanie Willis
	What software do you teach?

	Linnea Fletcher
	HPLC, Microsoft

	Stephanie Willis
	We have a real need for GNP pharmaceutical technician assistants.

	Tom Kowalski
	Where do you find those people now?

	Stephanie Willis
	We don’t, we can’t compete with Houston when they pay 16/hour and we pay 9-11/hour.

	Linnea Fletcher
	Do we need more GC, ICP, HPLC?

	Alice Sessions
	Maybe a short course.  We have built Bioethics into our program, is that okay?

	Stephanie Willis
	Yes, I think that works best.

	Marianna Goldrick
	We find this pretty far down on our list of needs.

	Fred Lehle
	I find it an issue, recently a UT lab was fined for failure to clean up there engineered crops.  As a small company we find we get lazy with our waste and now the USDA will clamp down since there is a new concern in contaminating the food source.  Small companies will be held responsible.  

	Linnea Fletcher
	It would be great to put some of these examples in our QA course.

	Tom Kowalski
	Is HIPA involved?  

	Alice Sessions
	ACC is really training for this and making huge strides in becoming compliant.  

	Trish Phelps
	Our lab manuals stress waste disposal.  

	Tom Kowalski
	There was a bill that was going to ban genetically engineered crops but it was left pending 

	Fred Lehle
	The technology is good but we are giving a inappropriate message when we let things slip like the cotton contamination of colored cotton occurred.  

	Brian Windsor
	I don’t think students are ever going to see Ag biotech problems since these companies that specialize in it are not going to survive.  

	Fred Lehle
	Right, since they have done a poor job addressing public concern.

	Brian Windsor
	It could take about 10 years to recover.

	Karen Browning
	If the Austin market is saturated can the students go elsewhere?

	Linnea Fletcher
	Definitely, we can’t downsize the program. 

	Stephanie Willis
	Industry is specifically looking for non-degree people now. 

	Linnea Fletcher
	We have finally been recognized.  

	Stephanie Willis
	If they can work or do internships while in school people are so much more marketable. 

	Linnea Fletcher
	Yes, there are many tuition-paying companies that help with that.  

	Fred Lehle
	Can ACC come lover than High Schools in education?

	Linnea Fletcher
	In a limited way yes.  

	Fred Lehle
	Maybe a short course for little kids would be possible.

	Linnea Fletcher
	Our main focus must be the program but we try.  Bio-rad has a new kit that isolates DNA kids can then put into a locket.  We do focus on educating the public and counselors.   

	Anton Zimmerman
	Also teachers have to be educated.  

	Irma Rios
	What is ACC doing for recruiting companies?

	Brian Windsor
	Yes, how is that going?

	Linnea Fletcher
	Yes we are, the Chamber of Commerce makes a good representation for Austin, but we will need to offer a better incentive package.

	Anton Zimmerman
	How about teaching robotics?

	Marianna Goldrick
	Yes, that would be very interesting.  

	Linnea Fletcher
	ACC does have a new program in this.

	Brian Windsor
	How about techniques in Nanotechnology or Biomedical Engineering.  

	Linnea Fletcher
	As the need for these techniques rises we will adapt the program to meet them.

	Alice Sessions
	We discovered fermentation is going in Austin so that will be a new module in our Tissue Culture class.

	Trish Phelps
	Yes very exciting, I am now writing a module for that.  

	Alice Sessions
	If there are no more thought, I thank you for coming we could not be a program without all of your support.  


