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Austin Community College

Biotechnology Beginning of Spring Semester Department Meeting 

5:00pm
November 4th, 2008
3rd floor 9000 building conference room 

Attending:
Evelyn Goss

Trish Phelps

Coe Vander Zee

Angela Wheeler

1. Status of equipment inventory: Evelyn Goss
a.Microplate reader.  Evelyn has located a combined UV/vis + fluorometric microplate reader that not only comes within our budget, will have thrown in a 2-year field service agreement, a laptop with software, and free installation & training:  BioTek Synergy HT
b.Microtiter plate centrifuge rotor.  Evelyn has surplussed the nonfunctional microtiter plate centrifuge, and has located a swinging bucket microtiter plate rotor for our preparative centrifuge.

c.Microscope camera.  Finding a camera for our existing inverted microscopes has been problematic and expensive.  So, Evelyn found a low-end inverted microscope and camera set that came in under budget.  This is fortuitous, since the 2 inverted microscopes are currently severely bottle-necking our cell culture course.

d.Spectrophotometers.  Evelyn says that a stand-alone GE Nanoview that comes with its own software and printer ($9000) + a Thermo-Fisher nanodrop fluorospectrometer with a 2 year field service agreement & free installation & training ($13000) comes in under budget.

e.Electronic balances.  Evelyn will purchase 2 that match the balances that we already have in order to alleviate bottlenecking in BITC1311.  Coe VanderZee asked that another set of calibration weights be added to the order.

f.pH meters.  Evelyn is purchasing 4 new pH meters that match what we already have, along with 4 calomel electrodes in order to allow BITC1311 students to work independently.  The same budget allows purchase of another 2 PromoPacks of micropipetters (P10 + P20 + P200 + P1000) plus a P2 micropipetters.
All these purchases were discussed and approved.

Evelyn proposed a solution to the perennial problem of unscrambling micropipetter sets:  to place 8 sets into the workstation cabinets.  This leaves another 5-7 sets out on the side bench, but frees up space for the increased inventory of balances and pH meters.  This action was approved.
Evelyn requested that the multichannel pipetters be stored in a cabinet because they are infrequently used and are taking up too much bench space.  They are also exceptionally expensive and would be best not left out.  This action was also approved.

2. Status of the Texas Education Agency project:  Angela Wheeler
Kathy Park of the Texas Education Agency Career and Technical Education Curriculum Division has asked the ACC Biotechnology Department to submit an noncompetitive grant proposal to develop and deliver professional development courses for high school teacher  The target areas of high school education include science, technology, engineering, & math (STEM), health sciences (HS), and agriculture, forestry, & natural resources (AFNR). 

Angela Wheeler will be the team lead on the curriculum development, and Jennifer Lazare is assisting.  They have worked out course objectives with ACAP and TEKS alignment for an online course, to be delivered in three modules.  The plan is to develop Power Point presentations with audio, along with animations, videos, activities, and assessments to be delivered on a Mind Flash online course platform.  This online course will be initiated no later than April 1, 2009, and will be terminated August 20, 2009.  

Angela and Jennifer will also develop lab exercises for 3 summer institutes to be offered   during the months of June and July, 2009.  These hands-on workshops at Texas Education Agency Education Resource Centers at 3 different locations in the state, to include the Houston area, the Dallas-Fort Worth area, and the West Texas area.  Steven Spurlock will assist in these workshops, and Angela, Jennifer, and Marjorie Palmer will be instructors.
3. Student folders:  Trish Phelps

a. soft skills evaluation

b. student portfolios

c. student resume writing

d. oral exams
Trish reminded instructors to fill out the Personal Performance Evaluations for each of their students each semester, and requested that copies be given to Steven Spurlock to go into student files.  She pointed out that in talks with Cedra and Ambion this semester, she has been hearing how much they value the soft skills that we evaluate on these forms.  
Trish also suggested that instructors request that their students update their resumes at the end of each course so that they get assistance in this from all instructors in the program and they are prepared ahead of time when they enter their internship semester.

The possibility of delivering an oral exam component in each of our EVC biotech classes was also discussed as an important way to improve students’ job interviewing skills.  Evelyn shared Jennifer Gotcher’s approach:  students are given questions over the course materials ahead of time, so that they are prepared to answer questions ahead of time.  During the exam, students draw a question and answers it to the whole class, in a low-key party-like atmosphere.  This model was approved by all, and Trish requested that instructors ask a followup question so that students learn to think on their feet, a skill that is important in a job interview situation.

Trish also suggested that students be asked to submit a work that they are proud of from each biotech class that they take to be added to their file.  This provides information about the students’ strengths when placing them into an internship, and it also helps students to do some self-evaluation.

4.  New Business

a.  Coe has 18 students in her BITC1240 12-week online QA course, and Angela Wheeler has 25 students in her 8-week BITC1240 course.  Co will have 11 of her students doing the in-class lab exercises at EVC9101 on November 15, and 9 of her students will come in to do this at EVC3221 on November 22.  Angela requested two  dates for her class to do the same, and Trish told her to announce to her class that they need to come in on December 6th at EVC3221.  If any students can’t make that date, they can join Coe’s class in EVC3221 on November 22nd.

b. Coe showed us her new BITC1240 lab exercises to validate a micropipetter calibration, a pH meter, and a microcentrifuge.  

c. Coe showed us her final copy of the BITC1200 lab manual with pictures of equipment added.  We discussed a uniform system to assign control numbers, and Coe suggested what she has seen in use in industry:  begin with the date, followed by the item, and finish with the analyst who made the solution.  She said that to give the month a 3-letter name works better.  For example, a Tris buffer stock might be labeled “2008Nov04-TB8.0-EG”.  We approved this system, and Trish requested that all lab manuals be amended to reflect the same system.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 PM
