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Austin Community College

Biotechnology Department Meeting 

1:00pm
Feb. 27, 2007
Minutes
FY2008 Budget
The Biotechnology Group decided to roll over last year’s initiatives except for the Real-time PCR and Microscope packages. It was also decided to try and connect the Supplies for the new biotech early college start courses with the College Connections initiative.  The Cell Tissue Culture package should be revised to include the updated equipment necessary to meet the latest biomanufacturing needs.  Steven Spurlock will explore both initiatives and report back to the group.  The following initiatives are listed in their priority and are what the biotechnology program is going to apply for.
	NMR Package
	Cost
	Notes

	Biotechnology Hourly Lab Assistant
	14,190
	

	Supplies for New Biotechnology Classes
	4,400
	Trying to attach to college connection initiative

	Increasing Lab Section Costs
	5,000
	

	Cell Tissue Culture Package
	34,000 (?)
	Still creating item list and costs

	Maintenance Package
	6,862
	

	Technology Package
	
	

	Micropipettors Package
	5,200
	


Discussion on if everyone is agreeable to key activities in syllabi
Everyone has reviewed the key activities and as inserted them into their syllabi.  The department also approved of sending the activities for the Introduction to biomanufacturing to Incell in order to begin developing the course with that biomanufacturing companies help.  
Suggestions for changes in Survey from Chamber of Commerce

After input from everyone at the meeting it was decided to recommend adding Training to the list of support services in the survey and to expend on the definition of the services that CRO’s provide.  
Ongoing projects
Texas Region Brochure of Biotechnology program

The brochure was reviewed and the recommendation of adding “in progress” to entries that only have contact information was made.  Steven Spurlock will send the brochure to the Texas Healthcare and Bioscience institute and the Texas Workforce Commission.
WIRED Grant

Linnea Fletcher told the group about the WIRED grant and ideas of what the program could submit for were discussed.  The ideas include Biomanufacturing and

state-wide dissemination of Molecular Diagnostics and contract training in companies.  

Real-Time PCR Kit

Patricia Phelps presented on the Bio-Rad Real-Time PCR extension for the CSI kit that she was the lead on writing and it was decided that the Instrumentation class would do the experiment.  It was also decided that Patricia Phelps would develop a reference document to go with the kit and a worksheet.  

Biotechnology Ad for the Advanced Technical Certificate (ATC)

The ad for the ATC degree will be put into the Daily Texan March 1st – 15 and May 5th – May 15th.   Steven Spurlock will monitor the response from the ad and revise the ad as needed for the next round in May.  The ad will most likely be revised to recruit for the whole program for the next round.  
