
 

 How do YOU like to be commu-

nicated with? Communication is one of 

the hardest things we do. Because 

teachers are in the classroom with 

the children most of the day and be-

cause the limited amount of time they 

are out of the classroom is used for 

planning, assessment and preparation, 

it is sometimes difficult to find time 

for optimal communication between 

teachers and family members.  

 Some forms of communication 

in our program are more informal or 

indirect. For example, by looking at 

lesson plans you can get a picture of 

what your child did at school that day. 

Instead of asking your child at pick up 

time, òWhat did you do today?ó which 

may illicit the classic response of 

ònothingó or òplayedó, you can ask 

òWhat was it like painting with 

feathers?ó or òTell me about the 

duck story you heard at circle 

time today.ó Look around the 

classroom for recent art work, 

photos, dictation (adults write 

down something the children dic-

tate to them), or other signs of 

special activities. Also, those 

brief exchanges in the morning 

and evening when dropping off or 

picking up your child can be very 

informative for both parents and 

teachers.  

 Some forms of communi-

cation are more direct and for-

mal. Twice a year parent confer-
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Interested in contribut-
ing or seeing a particular 
topic in our newsletter? 
See Dawn or Teri.  

  

Important Dates:  

J PA Meeting ñ 

Wednesday, 10/14 , 

5:30 - 6:30 p.m.   

J Individual or  

Family Photos by 

George Brainard ñ

Wednesday, 10/21, 

7:30 - 9:30 p.m.  

J Fall Festival ñ
Friday, October 23, 

3:30 - 5 p.m.  

J Time Change: FALL 

BackñSunday, 11/1  

PARENT ASSOCIATION MEETING  
Wednesday, October 14, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.  

Conference Room  

Join us for our first Parent Association Meeting of the 

year. We will plan for the upcoming year. Please sign up at 

the front desk or e -mail dleach@austincc.edu if you will 

need childcare for the meeting. A light meal will be served.  

A Word from the Director  
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ences are offered. Monthly classroom newsletters 

inform parents about events and upcoming 

changes, as well as give friendly reminders. 

òDocumentó boards may share information and 

photos about a special activity like a cooking pro-

ject or field trip. Infant -Toddler activity sheets 

or notes home in the preschool classroom also give 

you a glimpse of your childõs day or alert you to 

things you may need to bring. Notes posted on the 

classroom door alert you to illnesses or inform you 

of staff changes for the day.  

 The calendar, monthly program newslet-

ters, flyers sent home and posted on the front 

(Continued from page 1) 

Word from the Director ñCommunication (continued)  

door or classroom doors, and e -mail reminders 

also inform about upcoming events.  

  The Parent Association is looking for 

parent representatives for each classroom who 

are willing to make occasional phone calls or send 

e-mail reminders to parents in their childõs 

classroom to remind them about upcoming 

events. We have also updated our e -mail list to 

send out reminders about 

upcoming center wide 

events. Please make sure 

that you update contact 

information  when it 

changes. 

It is time for fall parent conferences!  
Fall conferences are the first formal opportunity of the year for teachers and parents to share infor-
mation about their childôs development and interests and discuss goals for the year. Teachers will 
have information and observations to share to help paint a picture of your childôs development and 
school life. Think about information you may want to share about your child. This might include new 
interests or skills that your child has acquired, growth or changes you have observed, or family infor-
mation that can be helpful in understanding your childôs needs. During the conference you and the 
teacher will discuss your childôs strengths and needs and together set goals to support his or her 
continuing growth and development. 
 
Classrooms will offer parent conferences as follows: 
MoonsðNovember 2 -6 
Sunbeams ðNovember 30 -December 4  
StarsðNovember 17 -26 
Planet Earth ðDecember 7 -11 
Make-up conferences ðDecember 14 -18 
 
Conferences last 30 minutes. Watch for a sign up sheet on your childôs classroom door a week or 
two before the above dates. Please keep in mind that staffing has to be arranged for teachers to be 
out of the classroom for parent conferences. Be sure and sign up for 
a time that will be convenient for you to attend, make a note of the 
time and if you find that you will be unable to attend, please let us 
know as soon as possible.  Because other classrooms will be offering 
conferences during this time too, any make-up conferences will be 
scheduled the during the week of December 14-18. 

FALL PARENT CONFERENCES  

Today we... 



 

 The first Parent Association meeting will be 

held this month on Wednesday, October 14, 5:30

- 6:30 to plan for the year.  

Officers:  

Paloma HernandezñChair 

Aoife Longmore ñSecretary  

Diane BogardñTreasurer  

Parent Room Representatives:  

Planet Earth ñLaurie Drucker  

Stars ñAmy and Richard Taylor  

MoonsñMison and David Zuniga 

SunbeamsñErin Romero 

 Parent representatives give reminders to par-

ents in their childõs classroom about fundraisers 

or special events.  

The purpose of the Parent Association includes:  

1. Choose, organize and implement fundraising 
projects to benefit the program.  

2. Provide opportunities for parent education and 
support.  

3. Act as an avenue for communication between 
staff and parents.  

 

The October meeting will focus on:  

Final planning for fundraisers for the year  

Final planning for other special events (end of 

year party and staff recognition)  

Planning for meeting topics for the year  

A light meal and child care are pro-

vided for meetings. We ask that you sign 

up at the front desk if you plan to attend 

so that we can plan for 

food and staff. Thanks!  

 

 

 

Contact Paloma 223 - 5218 or  

phernand@austincc.edu or 

Dawn for more information or 

to volunteer.  

Please help your children remember that they need 
to stay with an adult during morning arrival times 
and afternoon and evening departures. Weôve had 
some scary moments recently when a couple of 
children ran out the front door ahead of parents. 
Children also need to be kept close in the parking 
lot and while crossing the street. Students rushing 
to find a parking place are not always watching 
carefully, especially for young children. Reminding 
children that they need to walk with you or hold 
your hand in the hallways and outside the building is very important for your 
childrenôs safety. If staff observe children running down the hall, entering or ex-
iting the building or other behaviors that are not safe, we will stop them and 
bring them back to the adult who is responsible for them at pick up or drop off. 
We will talk with them in a firm and serious tone about our concern for their 
safety. Thank you for working with us to help keep your children safe.  
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Parent Association Invites Your Participation  
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Safety Reminders  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Open House was on Wednesday, September 16th and it was a 
great  success!! Parents were able to learn from the teachers 

what goes on in the classroom on a daily basis. Also, the parent 
representative in each classroom discussed parent involvement. 

This was a great opportunity for parents to ask questions and 
get to know one another!  

OPEN HOUSE 


