STUDENT ESSAY CONTEST


SPONSORED BY 

WOMEN’s HISTORY MONth committee

Prizes donated by Student Life

Contest Rules

Theme is “Women & the Environment”

Contest is open to all ACC students.

Complete Contest Rules are attached to this announcement.

Deadline for Fall submissions is Friday,

December 12, 2008.

Submit essays to Dr. Melissa Bonafont,

ACC History Department, Northridge Campus.  

Submit Entry Form (on back) with essay.

Winners will be notified by Friday, 

February 20, 2009.

FIRST PRIZE - $100 Barnes & Noble Debit Card

SECOND PRIZE - $75 Barnes & Noble Debit Card

THIRD PRIZE - $50 Barnes & Noble Debit Card

Austin Community College Celebrates 
Women’s History Month March 2009
PLEASE ANNOUNCE & DISTRIBUTE TO YOUR STUDENTS.  
THANK YOU!

STUDENT ESSAY CONTEST

“Women & the Environment”  - Entry Form

Student Name_____________________________________________________

Student ID #____________________________________________

Daytime Phone Number________________________________

Alternate Phone number______________________________

E-Mail Address__________________________________________

Please Note:  A Reception will be held to announce the winners and award the prizes on Friday, March 6, 2009, time and campus location TBA.  Contest winners will be notified by Friday, February 20, and must plan to attend.

Austin Community College Celebrates  Women’s History Month   March 2009
*****************************************************************************





ESSAY CONTEST
 RULES


1.  The Essay must be original work, and must represent your own thoughts and ideas. 

2.  This year’s theme is “Women & the Environment.”   March has been designated as Women’s History Month to ensure that information about the many ways that women have contributed to preserving the environment is a part of our national education.

3.  The length of the Essay should be approximately 750 – 1,000 words.

4.  The Essay must be submitted on or before Friday, December 12, 2008.
5.  The Essay, along with the Entry Form above, can be submitted by hard copy to:



Dr. Melissa Bonafont



ACC History Department



Northridge Campus

Or on-line to:

 Dr. Bonafont at mbonafon@austincc.edu.  Please download the Entry Form, which must

accompany your essay,  at  www.austincc.edu/commdept/entryform.doc
6.  Please follow the formatting guidelines:


a.  1 ½” margin at top of page; 1” margins at sides and bottom


b.  double space 


c.  use only one side of the page


d.  put your name at the top of each page


e. place number at the bottom of each page


f.  if submitting hard copy, staple or clip the pages together

7.  If you have questions or need more information, call Dr. Bonafont at 223-4033.


8.  See next page for specific Guidelines on writing the essay.

 
  Women’s History Month 

Student Essay Contest 2009

Worldwide, communities have made strides to attain equality between the sexes. However, some inequalities still exist and these inequalities are apparent as our awareness of environmental problems increases.  

Activist organizations, such as the Women’s Environmental Network
, describe how social roles expose women to environmental problems in particular ways.  Women are more likely to live in poverty, which exposes them to more environmental hazards.  Biology makes women more physically vulnerable to toxic exposure during their reproductive years.  And, in their role as caregivers, women are often the first to notice patterns of cancers and other illnesses in children linked to environmental toxins.

Think about the impact of environmental issues on the everyday lives of women.  For example, in most households, women do most of the shopping, cleaning, child care, and home health care.  Choose an issue with an environmental impact—such as population control, resource use and recycling, global warming/C02 emissions, preservation—and persuade women how they can make a difference on this issue by taking action in their everyday lives.  

Your essay should include:  

· A description of the issue—who is involved or affected by the issue, what are the causes or consequences of the issue, what has been done in the past to address the issue, and how the issue impacts women.

· An argument that proposes a solution that women can implement to solve problems related to the issue.

· A description of the solution, including costs and other counterarguments.

· An explanation of how and why this solution addresses the problem.

· Evidence that this solution is workable and appropriate.  

Suggestions and Resources for Writing the Essay

1. Consider possible issues. Jot notes and impressions down.

2. Do preliminary research by browsing articles about the issue. Try not to judge yet. Take notes and include the titles/authors of the sources use.

3. Think about the information and arguments made in the articles. Based on the knowledge you have gained, formulate a plan to persuade women how they can make a difference on this issue by taking action.

4. Craft a thesis in which you share your plan and the reasons why it will work.

5. Present your arguments in a logical order and support them with reasons. Use examples and outside sources to give additional support to your reasons. Document all your sources.

6. Carefully consider counterarguments, alternate plans, and different points of view. Address these fairly; include any costs (in time or effort) that might prevent women from taking action.

7. End with a conclusion that reinforces your thesis.

8. Add a Works Cited page or Bibliography.

9. Write clearly and in active voice. Have someone look over your draft. Eliminate grammatical errors; make sure sentences are clear, coherent, and concise.
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�http:// www.wen.org.uk





