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Report 8
Studies of Political Statistics:
STRAIGHT TICKET VOTING IN TEXAS 1998-2012

FOCUS of STUDY -

This statistical political study is an analysis of straight ticket voting in the Texas
elections of 1998, 2000, 2002, 2004, 2006, 2008, 2010 and 2012. Information
gathered has enabled the ACC Center for Public Policy and Political Studies to
observe voting patterns and possible political trends in Texas among straight ticket
voters.

METHODOLOGY -

Data for these eight elections was compiled from Texas County voting
statistics. County officials were contacted until sufficient responses usually
represented over 80% of total votes cast statewide in elections. The inquiries started
with a list of counties from largest to smallest turnout. For the elections from 1998 to
2004, data came from the archives of the director of this center.

For the 2006 election, four Austin Community College students (Brad Burnett,
Elise Swaving, Anastassia Travina, and Josh Whitcomb) contacted county officials
and compiled statistics that represented 73% of the total votes cast throughout
Texas. The students asked for the number of total ballots cast in the county, the total
straight ticket Republican votes, the total straight ticket Democratic votes, and the
total straight ticket Libertarian (or other) votes. The data was obtained verbally over
the phone or was taken from a website provided by county officials.

For the 2008 and 2010 elections, ACC staffer Maxine Kaplan obtained all the
data. Most of the information was obtained from web sites, with some acquired
through verbal surveys over the phone.

This year ACC student Kuei Wang and ACC Center Associate Director Maxine
Kaplan obtained data from 50 counties representing 84% of the total vote in Nov of
2012. Again most of the information came from websites however some came from
verbal surveys over the phone or was emailed to the Center.

In total, data for this report was compiled from these phone surveys, web site
reports, and the archives of the director of this center.

Professor of History Larry Willoughby prepared this report, with the assistance
of the ACC Center for Public Policy and Political Studies Director Peck Young and
ACC CPPPS Associate Director Maxine Kaplan. Ballots cast data was researched by
ACC Government student intern, Kuei Wang. The maps were prepared by ACC
student, Brandon Vallejo McCoy, GIS Department, Austin Community College.



Findings and Analysis:

In the 49 counties out of 254 that account for 84% of all the votes cast in the
race for President, straight ticket voting reached the record level this year of
64.16% of all ballots cast. This is greater than the level of straight ticket voting
reached in 2008 when it represented 57.7% of the votes cast in the top 46
counties which had been the highest level noted in previous studies

a. 2000 Straight Ticket votes as a % of TBC 49%
b. 2004 Straight Ticket votes as a % of TBC 55.55%
c. 2008 Straight Ticket votes as % of TBC 57.59%

Il. Among straight ticket voters in the counties representing 84% of the total
ballots cast, the Republicans received 53.74% of the vote while the
Democrats received 45.24%, and the Libertarians received .78% and
the Green Party received .23%. This is the Republicans second strongest
showing after 2004 and better than 2008. For the Democrats this was their
second worse showing in a Presidential year behind 2004 and weaker than
2008.

Ill. Among swing voters for President of the United States the Democrats did
worse than they did among straight ticket voters. Pres.Obama received
34.42% of the swing votes in his race, while 63.4% of the swing vote
went for the Romney. The Democratic .U.S Senate candidate Sadler
received 31.88% of the swing vote in his race, while 61.81% of the
swing vote went to Cruz.

IV. In this election for the first time 8 counties made up 52% of all the ballots cast
in this November election. In the last three Texas general elections, nine
counties have made up between 51-54% of the total vote: Harris, Dallas,
Tarrant, Bexar, Travis, Collin, Denton, Fort Bend and El Paso. In 2004,
these counties represented 52.93% of the total vote. In 2008, these nine
counties represented 54.32% of the total vote. In 2010 they made up
53.1%.

a. In 2012 Harris, Dallas, Tarrant, Bexar, Travis, Collin, Denton, Ft.
Bend make up_ballots cast in_this _General Election. In these 8
counties Straight Ticket ballots made up 66.59% of total ballots cast.
Of the Straight Ticket ballots the Republicans won 50.18% and four
counties while the Democrats won 48.87% and 4 counties.

V. In this election, we have 21 counties that account for 71% of all the votes
cast in the Presidential race. In these counties, 64.84%, or a little more than
the statewide average, voted straight ticket. Of these, 50.85% voted
Republican, 48.19% voted Democrat. Of these 12 counties voted
Republican, the Democrats only won six.
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