Reading Comprehension Questions:  New Genetic Findings Add to Understanding of OCD
A. Matching: Write the letter of the corresponding definition in the blank next to each word. The part of speech is listed after each word. These words are from paragraphs 1-6. (3 pts each)
____1. obsession   n.

a. determined by heredity (family lines)
____2. compulsion   n.

b. an irresistible impulse to ac
____3. disorder   n.

c. extreme worry or anxiety over a fixed idea
____4. OCD  n.


d. to change; to modify
____5. anxiety  n.

e. an ailment that affects the mind or body
____6. genetic
 adj.

f.  uncertainty, fear, worry, agitation
____7. suspect  v.

g. the main characteristic; the most important point
____8. simultaneous  adj. 
h. obsessive compulsive disorder
____9. alter   v.


i.  to guess about blame or cause
____10.hallmark n.

j. happening at the same time
B. Matching: Write the letter of the corresponding definition in the blank next to each word. The part of speech is listed after each word. These words are from paragraphs 7-16. (3 pts each)

____1.  vulnerable  adj.

a. to converge on a target; to aim at a target
____2.  impact  n.

b. starting at a young age
____3.  zero in  phrasal v.
c. to join with; to connect with
____4.  associate  v.

d. susceptible to injury or harm; at risk for injury or harm
____5.  early-onset adj.

e. surroundings
____6. 
symptom  n.

f. effect
____7.  data  n.


g. connection; relationship
____8.  vary  v. 


h. facts; factual information
____9.  linkage n.

i. to differ; to change
____10. environment  n.

j. a sign or indication of a disorder
D. Word Forms: Write the form of the word used in the article for each of the following verbs.  (1 pt each)

Ex. disturb (verb) |  ___________ (adjective). You would write disturbing, which is the adjective form used in the article.
1.  obsession (noun)    
|    _______________ (adjective)

2.  compulsion (noun)    |    _______________ (adjective)

3.  anxious (adj)    
|    _______________ (noun)

4.  gene (noun)    
|    _______________ (adjective)

5.  suspicion (noun)    
|    _______________ (verb)

6.  simultaneous (adj)    |    _______________ (adverb)

7.  alter (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

8.  vulnerable (adj)    
|    _______________ (noun)

9.  associate (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

10. vary (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

E. Multiple Choice: Choose the best answer based on the article. (3 pts each)
1.   From the first paragraph, we learn ALL of the following EXCEPT:
___ a. OCD is another name for obsessive-compulsive disorder.
___ b. Obsessive-compulsive disorder rarely runs in families.
___ c. Obsessive-compulsive disorder might have genetic causes.
___ d. Obsessive-compulsive disorder may cause people to be extremely anxious.
2.   Relatives of people with obsessive-compulsive disorder:

___ a. are more likely to develop OCD themselves.
___ b. are less likely to develop OCD themselves.
___ c. are predisposed to other diseases.
___ d. are not likely to contract other diseases.
3.   The new studies show that
___ a. one specific gene causes OCD.
___ b. genetics has nothing to do with OCD.
___ c. it is impossible to determine the role of genetics in OCD.
___ d. one particular gene likely plays a major role in the development of OCD.
4.   All of the following universities participated in this research project EXCEPT

___ a. University of Toronto.

___ b. University of Texas at Austin.

___ c. University of Illinois at Chicago.

___ d. University of Michigan.

5.   The gene suspected to be related to OCD
___ a. encodes a protein that regulates intelligence.
___ b. encodes a protein that regulates blood flow to the brain.
___ c. encodes a protein that regulates the flow of glutamate to the brain.
___ d. encodes a protein that regulates a person’s mood.
6.   The new finding is important because
___ a. it reaffirms previous studies and could lead to improved understanding and 
possibly treatment of OCD.
___ b. its results are surprisingly different from previous studies and it could lead to improved  
understanding and possibly treatment of OCD.
___ c. its results are surprising different from previous studies, which means a cure can be found.
___ d. it reaffirms previous studies and can lead to treatment of heart disease.
7.   The possibility suggested by this study is that OCD may be caused in part by
___ a. increased protein levels in the brain.

___ b. decreased protein levels in the brain.
___ c. altered glutamate activity in the brain.
___ d. altered protein levels in the blood.
8.   Researchers 
___ a. are cautious about their finding and its relationship to a cure.
___ b. are certain about their finding and its relationship to a cure.
___ c. are pessimistic about their finding and its relationship to a cure.
___ d. do not believe the finding is an accurate representation of facts.
9.   The study leading to the U-M, UC, and UIC paper (paragraph 11) involved
___ a. 71 children.
___ b. 71 adults.
___ c. 71 children and adults along with their parents.
___ d. 71 OCD patients along with their spouses.
10.   Dr. Hanna hopes that after these studies, he and his colleagues will
___ a. try the use of glutamate-targeting medications on OCD patients.
___ b. conduct studies that produce different results.
___ c. teach OCD patients how to manage their lives better.
___ d. rule out the role of genetics in the development of OCD.
