Reading Comprehension Questions: Opportunity Austin Initiative 
A. Matching: Write the letter of the corresponding definition in the blank next to each word. The part of speech is listed after each word. These words are all found on page 1 of the article Opportunity Austin Initiative.    (3 pts each)
____1.   stagnate v.

a. to keep; to maintain
____2.   rejuvenate  v.

b. to advise; to suggest
____3.   recommend  v.

c. combined; total
____4.   strategy  n.

d. to remain still; to stop moving; to not advance
____5.   retain  v.

e. to initiate; to start
____6. 
 rival adj.

f.  manager; leader; chief officer
____7.   aggregate  adj.

g. to restore life and vigor; to stimulate
____8.   launch  v. 

h. competing
____9.   executive  n.

i. a plan of action
____10.  oversight  n.

j. supervision; careful watch
B. Matching: Write the letter of the corresponding definition in the blank next to each word. The part of speech is listed after each word. These words are all found on page 2 of the article Opportunity Austin Initiative.    (3 pts each)

____1.  component  n.

a. to fight against
____2.   linkage  n.

b. association; connection
____3.   council  n.

c. something used to motivate or induce action
____4.   consortium  n.

d. dependence
____5.   funding  n.

e. part
____6. 
 combat  v.

f.  available money
____7.   reliance  n.

g. a group of people serving as advisors 
____8.   recruit  v. 

h. a group of businesses working together
____9.    incentive  n.

i.  having the highest level of technology available
____10.  state-of-the-art adj.
j.  to get new employees
D. Word Forms: Write the form of the word used in the article for each of the following verbs.  (1 pt each)

Ex. clone (verb) |  ___________ (adjective). You would write cloned, which is the adjective form used in the article.
1.  stagnate (verb)    
|    _______________ (adjective)

2.  recommend (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

3.  retain  (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

4.  oversee (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

5.  link (verb)    

|    _______________ (noun)

6.  fund (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

7.  rely (verb)    

|    _______________ (noun)

8.  recruit (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

9.  compete (verb)    
|    _______________ (adjective)

10. inform (verb)    
|    _______________ (adjective)

E. Multiple Choice: Choose the best answer based on the article. (3 pts each)
1.   Compared to the economy of the 1990’s, Austin’s economy in the early 2000’s was 
___ a. exactly the same.

___ b. quite a bit improved.
___ c. slower and more stagnant.
___ d. growing at a fast rate.
2.   The purpose of the program Opportunity Austin is to 

___ a. strengthen the economy.
___ b. slow down the economy.
___ c. create more jobs.
___ d. both A and C.
3.   The five parts of Opportunity Austin’s plan include

___ a. ways to send more workers overseas.
___ b. cost-efficient methods of outsourcing.
___ c. ways to close local businesses.

___ d. ways to attract new businesses and retain existing businesses.
4.   Which of the following is true about Opportunity Austin?
___ a. It began in the 1990’s and has been highly successful.
___ b. It began in the 1990’s and has not yet shown success.
___ c. It began in 2003 and has been highly successful.
___ d. It began in 2003 and has not been successful.
5.   An example of a significant business moving to Austin is
___ a. Wal-Mart headquarters
___ b. Home Depot Technology Center
___ c. Lowes Technology Center
___ d. Target Technology Center
6.   In 2004, special efforts were made to recruit all of the following EXCEPT
___ a. wireless technology
___ b. agricultural industries
___ c. biomedical companies
___ d. pharmaceutical manufacturers
7.   Strategy 1 in Opportunity Austin’s plan is to 
___ a. strengthen what is already working well in Austin.
___ b. reduce the number of employees in high-tech companies.
___ c. find ways to cut the costs of health insurance.
___ d. send more employees to companies outside of Austin.
8.   Opportunity Austin wants to attract diverse sectors in order to
___ a. reduce the cost of running companies.
___ b. reduce Austin’s over-reliance on the high-tech sector.
___ c. increase Austin’s reliance on the high-tech sector.
___ d. eliminate the high-tech sector from Austin’s economy.
9.   Examples of diverse industries that Austin wants to attract include all of the following EXCEPT
___ a. medical product companies.
___ b. transportation companies.
___ c. automotive companies.
___ d. grocery stores.
10.   An essential component of improving Austin’s economic place in the region is

___ a. more freedom of speech.
___ b. cheaper health insurance.
___ c. effective transportation.
___ d. better child care programs.
