Reading Comprehension Questions: Super blackcurrants with boosted vitamin C
A. Matching: Write the letter of the corresponding definition in the blank next to each word. The part of speech is listed after each word. (3 pts each)
____1. boost  v.


a. to gather a crop
____2. blackcurrant  n.

b. a collection
____3. nutrient  n.

c. a plant of the same breed with distinctive characteristics
____4.  tracer  n.

d. a plant with an edible fruit berry
____5.  analysis  n.

e. to raise; to increase
____6. 
accumulation  n.
f.  a source of nourishment helping to sustain life
____7.  harvest  v.

g. a finding; a determination based on study
____8.  alteration n. 

h. to give off as a natural result
____9.  strain n.


i. a substance such as a dye used to track progress
____10. deposit  v.

j. a change
B. Matching: Write the letter of the corresponding definition in the blank next to each word. The part of speech is listed after each word. (3 pts each)

____1. starch  n.

a. to maintain; to keep living
____2. exploration   n.

b. discovery; examination
____3. consume  v.

c. to strive against another in order to win or gain advantage
____4. immunity   n.

d. a type of carbohydrate found in fruits
____5. dissolve  v.

e. to work together
____6. 
improvement  n.

f.  to eat, drink, or use goods
____7. compete   n.

g. resistance (to disease)
____8.  sustain  v. 

h. to disintegrate; to break down into a solution
____9.  accelerate  v.

i. a better quality; something made better
____10. collaborate  n.

j. to increase the speed
D. Word Forms: Write the form of the word used in the article for each of the following verbs.  (1 pt each)

Ex. consume (verb) |  ___________ (noun). You would write consumer, which is the noun form used in the article.
1.  analysis (noun)    
|    _______________ (verb)

2.  accumulation (noun)
|    _______________ (verb)

3.  collaborate (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

4.  alteration (noun)    
|    _______________ (verb)

5.  sustain (verb)    
|    _______________ (adjective)

6.  exploration (noun)   
|    _______________ (verb)

7.  consume (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

8.  immunity (noun)    
|    _______________ (adjective)

9.  improvement (noun)  |    _______________ (verb)

10. compete (verb)    
|    _______________ (adjective)

E. Multiple Choice: Choose the best answer based on the article. (3 pts each)
1.   This press release was most likely written
___ a. in the mid-western United States on July 31, 1999.
___ b. in the mid-western United States on July 31, 2006.
___ c. in the United Kingdom on July 31, 2006.
___ d. in the United Kingdom on July 31, 2003.
2.   Ribena is
___ a. the name of a scientist.
___ b. the name of a city.
___ c. the name of a beverage.
___ d. the name of a fruit.
3.   The company that makes the popular British fruit drink would like to
___ a. make the drink sweeter.
___ b. make the drink look better.
___ c. improve the packaging of the drink.
___ d. make the drink more healthful.
4.   In order to improve the quality of the drink, scientists have
___ a. studied how to boost the levels of vitamin C in the fruit itself.
___ b. studied how to safely add synthetic vitamins to the drink.
___ c. studied how different consumers react to the drink.
___ d. compared the healthfulness of this drink to other popular drinks.
5.   One thing that scientists know affects the level of vitamin C in blackcurrants is
___ a. the amount of protein in the plant.
___ b. the size and shape of the berries.
___ c. the starch that accumulates after berries are harvested.
___ d. the size and coloration of the leaves of the plant.
6.   All of the following are benefits of vitamin C EXCEPT
___ a. tissue growth.
___ b. tissue repair.
___ c. hair and nail growth.
___ d. immune system health.
7.   One reason to improve the quality of blackcurrants is that
___ a. the demand for blackcurrants has rapidly increased across Europe.
___ b. blackcurrants grow more easily than other crops.
___ c. blackcurrants contain high levels of protein, calcium, and iron.
___ d. blackcurrants are the least expensive fruit to produce.
8.   Scientists have learned that the level of vitamin C in blackcurrants
___ a. rises as the fruit ripens.
___ b. lowers as the fruit ripens.
___ c. rises if the fruit is cooked.
___ d. rises if the fruit picked later.
9.   Professor Nigel Brown believes that this type of research
___ a. is too expensive.
___ b. will not benefit consumers, but will benefit farmers.
___ c. is risky.
___ d. might improve the dietary effects of foods.
10.   This press release talks about a study that will likely
___ a. make farming methods more cost efficient.
___ b. make fruit harvesting easier.
___ c. create a more healthful food source.
___ d. create better relationships between farmers and customers.
