Reading Comprehension Questions for Farm-Level Economic Performance of Genetically Modified Cotton in Maharashtra, India

A. Matching: Write the letter of the corresponding definition in the blank next to each word. (3 pts each)
(Background Information) 
____1.  monoculture
a. poison
____2.  pest

b. large in extent; a great deal of
____3.  pesticide
c. the cultivation of a single crop
____4.  extensive
d. a chemical used to kill unwanted insects
____5.  resistance
e. a hereditary unit determining the characteristics of an organism
____6. toxin 

f.  danger; threat
____7.  gene

g. an insect that harms plants
____8.  isolate

h. the ability to withstand harm
____9.  lethargic
i. sluggish, inactive
____10. menace
j. separate
B. Multiple Choice: Choose the best answer based on the article, “Farm-Level Economic Performance of Genetically Modified Cotton in Maharashtra, India.” (4 pts each)
1.  The abstract serves to 
___ a. refer readers to other articles

___ b. summarize the article

___ c. provide references for the article

___ d. provide alternative points of view

2.  From the abstract we learn that varieties of cotton were compared over a period of 

___ a.  five years

___ b. six weeks

___ c. three months

___ d. two growing seasons

3.  From the abstract we can see that the impact of Bt cotton has been
___ a. positive

___ b. negative

___ c. neutral

___ d. unknown

4. Where does India rank worldwide in cotton production?

___ a. first

___ b. second

___ c. third

___ d. fourth

5.  India has been producing less cotton per hectare (land unit) probably because of 

___ a. poor financing

___ b. not enough land for growing

___ c. too few workers

___ d. harmful insects

6.  The question to be answered in this article is
___ a. Whether or not Bt cotton producing higher quality clothing.

___ b. Whether Bt cotton is cost-effective.

___ c. Whether Bt cotton is easier to harvest than non-Bt varieties.

___ d. Whether non-Bt varieties of cotton are insect resistant.
7.   In the second paragraph of the article, we can see that 
___ a. India is producing less cotton per unit of land than the world average
___ b. India is producing more cotton per unit of land than the world average
___ c. India is producing the same amount of cotton per unit of land than the world average
___ d. India is no longer producing cotton
8.   At the top of page 2, the author states that this study meets the Food and Agriculture Organization’s call for more “market based studies.” It meets this call because
___ a. the cotton is grown under real commercial field conditions.
___ b. the cotton is grown in trial plots (areas of land used for experimentation.
___ c. the cotton is grown in a laboratory.
___ d. the cotton is grown by experienced farmers.
9.   Under the discussion, we can see that Bt cotton yielded 
___ a. at least 33% less cotton than non-Bt cotton
___ b. at least 33% more cotton than non-Bt cotton
___ c. the same amount as non-Bt cotton
___ d. more cotton but of poorer quality than non-Bt cotton
10.   The study admits that the increased yield of Bt cotton 
___ a. can have a negative impact on the land.
___ b. can only occur in laboratories/
___ c. can lead to more pests.
___ d. may be due to other factors, such as technological advances.
C. Short Answer: Answer the following questions based on the article’s conclusion in one or two complete sentences. (10 pts each)
1. What is unique about this study? (How is it different from previous studies?)

2.  Why are more studies required?

3.  What is the significance of this study? Why is it important?

