Reading Comprehension Questions:  New Flood-Tolerant Rice 
A. Matching: Write the letter of the corresponding definition in the blank next to each word. The part of speech is listed after each word. (3 pts each)
____1. tolerate   v.

a. different
____2. submerge   v.

b. difficulty
____3.  challenge  n.

c. to withstand; to bear
____4.  cultivate  v.

d. to flourish, to grow well
____5.  thrive  v.

e. to create
____6. 
develop  v.

f.  to sink below the surface of water
____7. various   adj.

g. the product (what is produced)
____8.  secure  adj. 

h. to promote the growth of
____9.  yield  n.


i. to expect; to foresee
____10. anticipate  v.

j. safe
B. Matching: Write the letter of the corresponding definition in the blank next to each word. The part of speech is listed after each word. (3 pts each)

____1. global   adj.

a. to say in advance; to foretell
____2.  weed  n.

b. to kill off; to render useless
____3.  genetics  n.

c. a plant’s production of sugar and oxygen 
____4.  depend  v.

d. universal, worldwide
____5.  herbicide  n.

e. the science of heredity
____6. 
destroy  n.

f.  to rely on, to trust
____7.  lowland  adj.

g. undesirable plant
____8.  predict  v. 

h. ground that is lower than nearby land
____9.   photosynthesis n.
i. a substance for killing weeds
____10.  respiration n.

j. breathing
D. Word Forms: Write the form of the word used in the article for each of the following verbs.  (1 pt each)

Ex. tolerate (verb) |  ___________ (adjective). You would write tolerant, which is the adjective form used in the article.
1.  submerge (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

2.  cultivate (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

3.  develop (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

4.  various (adj)    
|    _______________ (noun)

5.  secure (adj)    
|    _______________ (noun)

6.  globe (noun)    
|    _______________ (adverb)

7.  genetics (noun)    
|    _______________ (noun: person)

8.  depend (verb)    
|    _______________ (adjective)

9.  destroy (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

10. predict (verb)   
|    _______________ (adjective)

E. Multiple Choice: Choose the best answer based on the article. (3 pts each)
1.   The focus of this article is a gene that 
___ a. produces rice with more vitamins.
___ b. produces rice that is flood-resistant.
___ c. produces thicker rice.
___ d. produces rice in a less costly fashion.
2.   The findings in this article could eventually help
___ a. millions of poor doctors around the world.
___ b. cancer patients around the world.
___ c. millions of poor scientists around the world.
___ d. millions of poor farmers around the world.
3.   Rice will die if
___ a. it gets wet.
___ b. standing water remains on it for a few days.
___ c. it remains underwater for more than a few days.
___ d. it is soaked when planted.
4.   Rice is important because
___ a. it is used for medicinal purposes.
___ b. it can be used to alleviate some mental disorders.
___ c. it is used at weddings.
___ d. it is a staple food.
5.   When rice crops are flooded, the plant
___ a. produces extra sugar.
___ b. produces extra oxygen.
___ c. uses more sunlight for energy.
___ d. cannot get enough air to function.
6.   The cost of lost rice crop each year exceeds
___ a. 1 million dollars.
___ b. 1 billion dollars.
___ c. 10 billion dollars.
___ d. 100 billion dollars.
7.   Researchers have learned that traditional breeding to produce flood-resistant rice 
___ a. has some positive results but is mostly unsuccessful.
___ b. has been mostly successful.
___ c. has shown no positive results. 
___ d. has never been attempted.
8.   Cereal crops that can withstand some level of water submergence include
___ a. corn and wheat.
___ b. rice and wheat.

___ c. oats and barley.
___ d. only rice.
9.   Researchers have linked the ability to withstand flooding to
___ a. a cluster of three genes.
___ b. one single gene.
___ c. certain natural varieties of rice.
___ d. the process of photosynthesis.
10.   Creating rice that is flood resistant and allowing longer submersion will also help with
___ a. the level of vitamins and minerals in rice.
___ b. the amount of protein in rice.
___ c. weed control. 
___ d. the taste and consistency of the rice.
