Reading Comprehension Questions: Harvard Announces Private Project to Make Human Stem Cells
A. Matching: Write the letter of the corresponding definition in the blank next to each word. The part of speech is listed after each word. These words are from paragraphs 1-4.

(3 pts each)
____1.  clone  v.

a. to become calm after agitation
____2.  collaborate  v.

b. a stage of development
____3.  affiliate  v.

c. high standing; honor; respect
____4.  phase  n.

d. to copy identical DNA sequence
____5.  simmer  v.

e. to associate with
____6. 
prestige  n.

f.  to admit; to recognize as true
____7.  embryo  n.

g. to work together; cooperate
____8.  acknowledge  v. 
h. trick; deception
____9.  funding  n.

i. an organism in its very early stage of development
____10. fraud  n.

j. available money
B. Matching: Write the letter of the corresponding definition in the blank next to each word. The part of speech is listed after each word. These words are from paragraphs 5-10. 

(3 pts each)

____1.  oppose n.

a. a possible sequence of events
____2.  undue  adj.

b. to increase; to develop further

____3.   fuse v.


c. to induce; to lead to; to stimulate something to happen
____4.   boost  v.

d. to produce in abundance
____5.   scenario  n.

e. to get; to obtain; to acquire
____6. 
 coax v.


f.  to join

____7.   churn out  phrasal v.
g. to argue; to quarrel
____8.   underlying adj. 

h. excessive; more than necessary

____9.    wrangle v.

i. to resist; to disagree wtih
____10.  procure v.

j. true; present but not obvious; fundamental
D. Word Forms: Write the form of the word used in the article for each of the following words.  (1 pt each)

Ex. clone (verb)  |  ___________ (adjective).   You would write cloned,  which is the adjective form used in the article.

1.  affiliate (verb)   
|    _______________ (adjective)

2.  collaborate  (verb)  
|    _______________ (adjective)

3.  prestige  (noun)    
|    _______________ (adjective)

4.  fraud (noun)    
|    _______________ (adjective)

5.  oppose(verb)    
|    _______________ (noun; person who opposes)

6.  underlie (verb)    
|    _______________ (adjective)

7.  undue (adj)    
|    _______________ (adverb)

8.  wrangle (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

9.  fund (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

10.  procure (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)
E. Multiple Choice: Choose the best answer based on the article. (3 pts each)

1.   Harvard’s announcement is that they will begin
___ a.  a campaign to support stem cell research.
___ b.  an expensive project to create closed human embryos for stem cell research.
___ c.  a multimillion-dollar project to stop stem cell research using human embryos.
___ d.  a multimillion-dollar project to clone animals used in agriculture..
2.   The project will be paid for by

___ a.  the government.
___ b.  Harvard University.
___ c.  private funds.
___ d.  public funds.
3.   Which of the following is true about the project?
___ a.  All Americans agree that it should be done.
___ b.  Only those afflicted with disease agree that it should be done.
___ c.  Some prestigious institutions agree that it should be done, but many conservatives disagree.
___ d.  The president of Harvard University opposes the use of human embryos for stem cell research. 
4.   President Bush opposes the project because
___ a. he believes that very few people would benefit from the research.
___ b. he believes that the project is unnecessarily expensive.
___ c. he opposes medical research.
___ d. he believes that scientists should not create and then destroy human embryos.
5.   The president of Harvard University, Lawrence H. Summers believes
___ a.  stem cell research will lead to medical advances that could save lives.
___ b.  stem cell research is unethical.
___ c.  stem cell research is too expensive to be useful.
___ d.  stem cell research will not likely lead to medical advances in combating disease.
6.  In the scenario (example) of a person with sickle cell disease (paragraph 8), the fused cells would
___ a.  be used to clone a new human without the disease.
___ b.  be coaxed to become sickle cells for further study.
___ c.  be coaxed to become bone marrow and reinfused into the patient’s marrow.
___ d.  be coaxed to become bone marrow and infused into a healthy patient. 
7.   The immediate goal of the Harvard University research project is to
___ a. study the underlying causes of genetically complex diseases.
___ b.   create embryos which will produce healthy humans.
___ c.  clone healthy humans to create a disease-free race.
___ d.  create embryos with diseases to study them further.
8.   The eggs that will be used for this research project come from:
___ a.  healthy animals.
___ b.  recently deceased humans.
___ c.  hospital patients with various types of illnesses.
___ d.  women who donate eggs and are reimbursed.
9.   The first diseases to be studied in this research project will be
___ a.  blood diseases and diabetes.
___ b.  brain diseases.
___ c.  lung diseases.
___ d.  heart diseases.
10.   A woman who donates eggs for this project
___ a. has no risk of serious complications from the procedure.
___ b. has a small risk of serious complications from the procedure.
___ c. has a very large risk of serious complications from the procedure.
___ d. will usually not be able to bear children later in life.
