Reading Comprehension Questions: New Biomarkers Could Help Doctors Spot Alzheimer’s and Other Neurodegenerative Diseases
A. Matching: Write the letter of the corresponding definition in the blank next to each word. The part of speech is listed after each word. (3 pts each)
____1.  degenerate   v.
a. insane; having lost intellectual capacity
____2.  diagnose  v.
b. to be similar to
____3.  progress  v.
c. to move forward
____4.  proteonics  n.
d. to decline; to get worse in quality
____5.  isotope  n.
e. to identify a disease or condition
____6. 
molecule  n.
f.  to make better
____7.  demented  adj.
g. atoms with the same atomic number but different mass numbers
____8.  specific  adj. 
h. a branch of biotechnology dealing with proteins produced by genes
____9.   correspond v.
i. exact; precise
____10. improve  v.
j. the simplest structural unit of an element or compound
B. Matching: Write the letter of the corresponding definition in the blank next to each word. The part of speech is listed after each word. (3 pts each)

____1. potential  adj.

a. related to the brain and the spinal cord
____2. cerebrospinal  adj.
b. a medical facility
____3. pathology   n.

c. likely to develop positively
____4. toll   n.


d. procedure by which a scientific task is completed; method
____5. detect   v.

e. capable of existing; possible
____6. technique  n.

f.  born between the late 40s and early 60s.
____7. clinic   n.

g. loss, harm, destruction
____8. baby boomer  adj. 
h. the study of disease
____9. extensive  adj.

i. to discover
____10. promising  adj.

j. large
D. Word Forms: Write the form of the word used in the article for each of the following verbs.  (1 pt each)

Ex. promise (noun) |  ___________ (adjective). You would write promising, which is the adjective form used in the article.
1.  degenerate (verb)    
|    _______________ (adjective)

2.  diagnose (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

3.  progress (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

4.  isotope (noun)    
|    _______________ (adjective)

5.  demented (adj)    
|    _______________ (noun)

6.  specific (adj)    
|    _______________ (adverb)

7.  correspond (verb)    
|    _______________ (adjective)

8.  improve (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

9.  detect (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

10. clinic (noun)    
|    _______________ (noun: worker)

E. Multiple Choice: Choose the best answer based on the article. (3 pts each)
1.   If we say “Biomarkers of aging include thinning of the hair and diminished elasticity of the skin,” the term biomarker means
___ a. traits; characteristics.
___ b. pieces; parts.
___ c. causes.
___ d. diagnoses.
2.   Neurodegenerative diseases
___ a. affect the heart and flow of blood.
___ b. cause liver function to deteriorate.
___ c. cause the digestive system to fail.
___ d. cause brain function to deteriorate.
3.   Alzheimer’s is a type of
___ a. neurodegenerative disease.
___ b. heart disease.
___ c. cancer.
___ d. bone condition.
4.   The finding discussed in this article is important for
___ a. finding a cure to neurodegenerative diseases.
___ b. diagnosing neurodegenerative diseases early.
___ c. preventing neurodegenerative diseases.
___ d. determining if neurodegenerative diseases are genetic.
5.   A biomarker can
___ a. cure some types of diseases.
___ b. prevent some types of diseases.
___ c. indicate whether someone has a particular disease or its progress.
___ d. indicate a way to cure some neurodegenerative diseases.
6.   Researchers in this study examined patients with 
___ a. Alzheimer’s disease.
___ b. Parkinson’s disease.
___ c. dementia with Lewy bodies. 
___ d. any one of the above diseases.
7.   In the fourth paragraph, UW refers to
___ a. the University of Wisconsin.
___ b. the University of Wyoming.
___ c. the University of Washington.
___ d. the University of Washington D.C.
8.   The Baby Boomer generation refers to people
___ a. who have lots of children.
___ b. who were born after World War II.
___ c. who were born between World War I and World War II.
___ d. who were born during any time of war.

9.   Researchers now believe that
___ a. there is still much to be learned, but they are optimistic.
___ b. there is still much to be learned, and they are pessimistic.
___ c. they now know everything they need to know about neurodegenerative diseases.
___ d. they have now found a cure for neurodegenerative diseases.
10.   The next test with biomarkers will be with
___ a. fewer people.
___ b. people with different diseases.
___ c. a larger group of people.
___ d. a group of people without neurodegenerative disease.
