Name _______________________

Reading: 
Characteristics of Culture
Part A: Matching

Match the words or phrases on the left with the word or phrase on the right that is most closely associated with it. Each letter should be used once.
___ 1.  Humans


A.  A major selective advantage for human survival
___ 2.  Clothes and use of fire
B.  Have developed layers of fat to adapt to the cold
___ 3.  Culture



C.  Not genetically programmed
___ 4.  Human destructiveness
D.  A disadvantage of culture
___ 5.  Technological change

E. Essential for human adaptation to cold temperatures
___ 6.
Polar bears


F. Adding to itself
___ 7.  Human infants


G. Mathematician
___ 8.
Non-instinctive

H. Examples of warm climate animals
___ 9.
Cumulative


I.  Occurs faster than bodily changes for adaptation
___ 10. Archimedes


J.  Do not have instincts necessary for survival
Part B: Matching

Match the words or phrases on the left with the word or phrase on the right that is most closely associated with it. Each letter should be used once.
___ 1.  Population increase

A.  A disadvantage of humans’ developing cities
___ 2.  Agriculture


B.  Destroyed most ancient cities
___ 3.  Human cultural evolution
C.  May not have survival skills in the wilderness
___ 4.  Contagious disease

D.  An example of a modern day survival skill
___ 5.  Bacteria


E.  Not a characteristic of culture
___ 6.
Epidemics


F.  May be thought of as “corrupting”
___ 7.  City dwellers


G.  Leads to more new ideas
___ 8.
Using computers

H.  Can cause disease
___ 9.
Static



I.  Leads to dependable food supply
___ 10. American English

J.  Both solves a problem and creates a problem
Part C: Short Essay Answer

Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

1. Why does the author say that human cultural evolution “solves a problem that causes the same problem again”? 
2. What is an example of a culture change in North America that was strongly resisted for a long time, and what impacts did this change have?
3. Define and give two examples of ethnocentrism.
4. What is a “cultural relativity approach” to other cultures, and what is its advantage?


5.  According to the author, why is a man more likely to know how to fix his car than a woman? How is this relevant to the study of culture?
