Reading Comprehension Questions: Senate Committee Approves Legislation to Restore Grant Eligibility for Small Biotech Companies
A. Matching: Write the letter of the corresponding definition in the blank next to each word. The part of speech is listed after each word. (3 pts each)
____1. eligible   adj.

a. to show gratitude; to be thankful
____2.  comment  v.

b. to support financially
____3.  back  v.


c. unfair
____4.   appreciate v.

d. to commit money in order to gain a return
____5.   invest v.

e. qualified; entitled to
____6. 
 contribute v.

f.  a piece of equipment 
____7.   compromise n.

g. to express approval or admiration
____8.   inequitable adj. 
h. an agreement in the middle; a settlement
____9.   device n.

i. determined by chance or whim; random
____10.  arbitrary adj.

j. to add to; to support; to help
B. Matching: Write the letter of the corresponding definition in the blank next to each word. The part of speech is listed after each word. (3 pts each)

____1. penalty  n.

a. treatment
____2. enhance  v.

b. customer; one who buys and uses goods
____3. innovation  n.

c. a risk
____4. consumer  n.

d. a disadvantage; a punishment
____5. venture   n.

e. worthy; effective
____6. valid adj.

f.  even though
____7. interpret  v.

g. something newly introduced
____8. amend  v. 

h. to make better; to improve
____9. albeit  conj.

i. to change
____10. therapy  n.

j. to explain; to construe the meaning of
D. Word Forms: Write the form of the word used in the article for each of the following verbs.  (1 pt each)

Ex. legislate (verb) |  ___________ (noun). You would write legislation, which is the noun form used in the article.
1.  eligible (adj)    
|    _______________ (noun)

2.  invest (verb)   
|    _______________ (noun)

3.  appreciate (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

4.  contribute (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

5.  inequitable (adj)    
|    _______________ (adverb)

6.  penalty (noun)    
|    _______________ (verb)

7.  enhance (verb)    
|    _______________ (adjective)

8.  valid (adj)    

|    _______________ (verb)

9.  interpret (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

10. amend (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

E. Multiple Choice: Choose the best answer based on the article. (3 pts each)
1.   This example of a press release was released

___ a. in the fall of 2006.
___ b. in the summer of 2006.
___ c. late in 2005. 
___ d. on June 27, 2006.
2.   CEO stands for

___ a. Central Executive Order.
___ b. Central Executive Officer.
___ c. Chief Executive Order.
___ d. Chief Executive Officer.
3.   BIO is used to mean
___ a. Biotechnology Industry Officer.
___ b. Biology Industry Officer.
___ c. Biotechnology Industry Organization.
___ d. Biochemical Industry Organization.
4.   Small biotechnology companies that are now eligible for grant money have mostly been
___ a. funded by the government.
___ b. funded by grants.
___ c. funded by private investors.
___ d. funded by taxpayer dollars.
5.   The problem with small companies qualifying for grants occurred

___ a. 20 years ago.
___ b. more than 20 years ago.
___ c. in 2006.
___ d. in 2003.
6.   A possible effect of small biotech firms not receiving grant money is
___ a. an inability to make lifesaving drugs.
___ b. an inability to use crucial medical innovations with patients. 

___ c. both A and B.
___ d. neither A nor B.
7.   Venture capital firms

___ a. invest money in what might be risky new businesses, such as high tech companies.
___ b. purchase companies and dissolve them.
___ c. are government-based financing firms.
___ d. are grant-based financing companies.
8.   An example of a high cost operation at biotechnology companies is
___ a. salaries for employees.
___ b. office space.
___ c. office equipment.
___ d. preclinical and clinical research. 
9.   The newly approved amendment
___ a. allows companies to collect more money from venture capital.
___ b. allows more companies to compete for grant funding.
___ c. allows fewer companies to compete for grant funding.
___ d. will not likely affect the small biotechnology companies.

10.   Members of BIO are involved in research of all of the following EXCEPT:
___ a. healthcare.
___ b. computer technology.
___ c. agriculture.
___ d. environmental products.
