Reading Comprehension Questions: Stem Cells: Hope and Hype
A. Matching: Write the letter of the corresponding definition in the blank next to each word. The part of speech is listed after each word. (3 pts each)
____1.  spectacle  n.

a. an organism in its earliest stages of development
____2.  wrestle  v.

b. to be in conflict with; to be against
____3.  dogma m.

c. to agree with; to be in favor of
____4.  oppose  v.

d. beliefs based on faith or morality
____5.   embryo n.

e. related to judgment of good or bad
____6. 
 support v.

f.  to struggle with; to contend with
____7.   retort v.

g. to duplicate; reproduce; repeat
____8.   moral adj. 

h. reply back
____9.   fertile adj.

i. a public display; a show
____10. replicate  v.

j. capable of reproducing 
B. Matching: Write the letter of the corresponding definition in the blank next to each word. The part of speech is listed after each word. (3 pts each)

____1. indefinite  adj.

a. departure (of a large group of people)
____2.  potential  n.

b. a government based on religion
____3.  leverage  v.

c. lacking precise limits; for an undetermined amount of time
____4.  theocracy  n.

d. capable of success
____5.  realistic adj.

e. to take advantage of; to improve
____6. 
frustrated  adj.

f.  ability for growth
____7.  trouble n.

g. an obstruction; something that prevents progress
____8.  viable  adj. 

h. having a true view
____9.  exodus n.

i. discouraged
____10. roadblock  n.

j. a state of distress or difficulty
D. Word Forms: Write the form of the word used in the article for each of the following verbs.  (1 pt each)

Ex. politics (noun) |  ___________ (adjective). You would write political, which is the adjective form used in the article.
1.  oppose (verb)    

|    _______________ (noun -- person)

2.  embryo (noun)    

|    _______________ (adjective)

3.  support (verb)    

|    _______________ (noun -- person)

4.  moral (adj)    

|    _______________ (adverb)

5.  fertile (adj)    

|    _______________ (noun)

6.  indefinite (adj)    

|    _______________ (adverb)

7.  theocracy (noun:government)|    _______________ (noun -- person)

8.  realistic (adj)    

|    _______________ (noun)

9.  frustrated (adj)    

|    _______________ (noun)

10. trouble (noun)    

|    _______________ (adjective)

E. Multiple Choice: Choose the best answer based on the article. (3 pts each)
1.   In the title of this story, the word “hype” is used to refer to
___ a. the hope for success in stem cell research.
___ b. the excessive publicity about stem cell research.
___ c. the difficulty of stem cell research.
___ d. the excessive expense of stem cell research.
2.   The article was originally

___ a. a cover story for TIME magazine.
___ b. a CNN article.
___ c. written in a local newspaper.
___ d. written for NBC Nightly News.
3.   The subject of global warming is mentioned in the introduction because
___ a. global warming affects stem cell research.
___ b. stem cell research can reduce the effects of global warming.
___ c. both issues are largely ignored by the public.
___ d. both issues are largely publicized and controversial.
4.   In this article we learn that President George W. Bush
___ a. prefers embryonic stem cell research to adult stem cell research.
___ b. believes that embryos do not count as human life.
___ c. believes that embryonic stem cell research destroys human life.
___ d. believes that embryonic stem cell research is the best way to find cures for diseases.
5.   Those in favor of conducting embryonic stem cell research believe that
___ a. embryonic stem cell research could lead to the saving of lives.
___ b. embryonic stem cell research is the most cost-effective way of studying diseases.
___ c. embryonic stem cell research is less effective than adult stem cell research.
___ d. embryonic stem cell research could lead to a better understanding of the human mind. 
6.   If scientists continue to conduct embryonic stem cell research, they will need
___ a. more embryos than are currently available as leftovers from fertility clinics.
___ b. more adult stem cells.
___ c. older embryos than the ones currently being used.
___ d. younger embryos than the ones currently being used.
7.   It will be an ethical dilemma if people are asked to
___ a. donate stem cells as adults.
___ b. produce embryos for the purpose of experimenting on them.
___ c. consider using leftover embryos for research.
___ d. consider contributing more money to adult stem cell research.
8.   Scientists would ideally like to conduct stem cell research without
___ a. destroying embryos.
___ b. conducting scientific experiments.
___ c. studying its relationship to diseases and their cures.
___ d. the benefit of private and public funding.
9.   A scientist from a university in Japan has reported
___ a. changing an embryonic cell into an adult cell.
___ b. changing an adult skin cell into a placental cell.
___ c. using an adult skin cell to create an adult liver cell.
___ d. using an adult cell to make an embryo-like entity that produces stem cells.
10.   In the last paragraph, the author of this article suggests that
___ a. the government should push the scientists further ahead.
___ b. the government should hinder the scientists’ work.
___ c. the government should neither help nor hinder the scientists, but rather stand back.
___ d. the government should support adult stem cell research but not support embryonic stem  
cell research.
