Reading Comprehension Questions: Stem Cell Research Basics
A. Matching: Write the letter of the corresponding definition in the blank next to each word. The part of speech is listed after each word. These words are taken from the captions in the illustrations. (3 pts each)
____1.   controversy  n.

a. a supporter
____2.   pit  v.


b. an organism in its very early stage
____3.   advocate   n.

c. a multi-celled embryo at four or five days

____4.   debilitate  v.

d. the inability to move or impairment of movement
____5.   paralysis  n.

e. in an artificial environment; outside the organism
____6. 
 embryo  n.

f.  to set in opposition; to set against each other
____7.   in-vitro  adj.

g. to weaken; to take away energy
____8.   blastocyst  n. 

h. to cause to grow
____9.   implant  v.

i. a dispute; an argument
____10. cultivate  v.

j. to insert; to put inside
B. Matching: Write the letter of the corresponding definition in the blank next to each word. The part of speech is listed after each word.  These words are taken from the article under the heading “In Context.” (3 pts each)

____1.    harvest  v.

a. soft connective tissue inside bones
____2.    entangle  v.

b. to introduce into conversation for consideration
____3.    inject  v.

c. to extract (take out) from an organism
____4.    differentiate  v.

d. available money
____5.    coax  v.

e. to mix in a confusing way
____6. 
  paraplegic  n.

f.  an different choice
____7.    alternative  n.

g. to induce; to lead to; to stimulate something to happen
____8.    bone marrow  n. 
h. to take the lead; to initiate the development of something
____9.    funding n.

i. become different; become specialized
____10.  pioneer  v.

j. a person paralyzed in the lower half of the body
D. Word Forms: Write the form of the word used in the article for each of the following verbs.  (1 pt each)

Ex. embryo (noun) |  ___________ (adjective). You would write embryonic, which is the adjective form used in the article.
1.  advocate (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

2.  debilitate (verb)    
|    _______________ (adjective)

3.  paralyze (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

4.  entangle (verb)    
|    _______________ (verb: past participle; adjective)

5.  alternate (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

6.  fund (verb)    
|    _______________ (noun)

7.  pioneer (verb)    
|    _______________ (verb: past tense)

8.  differentiate (verb)    
|    _______________ (verb: past participle)

9.  harvest (verb)   
|    _______________ (noun: gerund form)

10. cultivation (noun)    
|    _______________ (verb: past participle)

E. Multiple Choice: Choose the best answer based on the article. (3 pts each)
1.   The issue of stem cell research is called a “controversy” because 
___ a.  People disagree over the ethics of it.
___ b.  Everyone agrees that stem cell research should be conducted.
___ c.  Everyone opposes the idea of stem cell research.
___ d.  Stem cell research is an advanced science.
2.   Many people who oppose stem cell research also oppose
___ a.  rising medical costs.
___ b.  rights to free speech.

___ c.  rights to medical care.
___ d.  abortion rights.
3.   Those who advocate stem cell research believe
___ a.  it is harmful to the environment.
___ b.  it is costly and unnecessary.
___ c.  it could lead to finding cures to serious diseases.
___ d.  it could lead to overpopulation of the Earth.
4.   A fertilized egg created in a laboratory can be used

___ a.  to create a new species.

___ b.  to start a pregnancy.
___ c.  to cause an abortion.
___ d.  to cure a disease.
5.   After scientists remove stem cells from an embryo,
___ a.  the embryo lives on and produces more stem cells.
___ b.  the embryo lives on but as a different species.
___ c.  the embryo is destroyed.
___ d.  the embryo can be used to start a pregnancy.
6.   Opponents of stem cell research from embryos believe that 
___ a.  stem cell research is not useful or beneficial.
___ b.  stem cell research can be harmful to scientists conducting it.
___ c.  stem cell research from embryos can cause new species to be produced.
___ d.  stem cell research from embryos destroys human life.
7.   An example of an illness for which stem cells could help cure is 
___ a.  Alzheimer’s disease.
___ b.  Parkinson’s disease.
___ c.  both A and B.
___ d.  neither A nor B.
8.   Adult stem cells may not be as useful as embryonic stem cells because
___ a.  they are less able to grow into different kinds of tissue.
___ b.  they are better able to grow into different kinds of tissue.
___ c.  they are more mature than embryonic cells.
___ d.  they are less specialized than embryonic cells.
9.   Embryonic stem cell research in the United States is 
___ a.  currently federally funded.
___ b.  currently funded by tax payers.
___ c.  currently privately funded. 
___ d.  currently state funded.
10.   Those who support stem cell research would like to receive government funding because 
___ a.  it could speed the process of finding cures to diseases.
___ b.  it would keep the United States in the forefront of this important medical field.
___ c.  both A and B.
___ d.  neither A nor B.
