SAMPLE SYLLABUS: MUST BE MODIFIED BY THE INSTRUCTOR

ESOL 0341 High Beginning Oral Communication

Section & Synonym #

Sixteen-week Session

Location:






Time:




Instructor:






E-mail:



Home Phone (Optional):
  

Office:







Office Phone:



Office Hours:


Prerequisite:

ESOL Assessment

Required Materials:





Spectrum:  A Communicative Course in English

· Student Book, Level 1

· Workbook, Level 1

Pronunciation Pairs, by Ann Baker and Sharon Goldstein

Tape-recorder/walkman and audio cassettes

Instructional Methodology:  Lecture

Course Description:

Designed for ESOL students at the high beginning level, this course emphasizes speaking and listening to everyday American English. There is a strong focus on understanding conversation and using correct pronunciation, including vowel and consonant sounds as well as stress and intonation. Repeatable for up to six hours of credit
Prerequisite: 

Placement in the course by the ESOL oral assessment.

Learning Objectives/Outcomes:

In this course, you will learn to communicate effectively in English by studying:

1) listening – You will work on increasing your listening comprehension of everyday conversations by practicing listening for the main idea, for important details, and for meaning suggested by stress and intonation.

2) speaking – There will be a great deal of meaningful pattern practice in speaking to help you speak more fluently; in these exercises, you will learn to use conventional phrases used in everyday situations by native speakers.

3) and pronunciation – You will also improve your pronunciation by learning to make distinctions between similar sounds.  This will help you to speak more clearly and be understood, and it will also help to improve your listening comprehension.

Grading:  (How can I get an A?)

The following categories and percentages show how your final grade will be determined.  A grade of C or above is required to pass to the next level.

90-100% = A

80-89% = B

70-79% = C

65-69% = D

Below 65% = F

Weekly oral news report


20%

Journals (two entries per week)

20%

Weekly quizzes, homework, participation
20%

Mid-term exam



20%

Final exam




20%

Total:





100%

Attendance:
It is very important that you attend all of your classes.  If you must be absent from class, it is your responsibility to find out what work you missed in class, as well as any homework assignments and announcements about tests.  You should make up your work immediately so you don’t fall behind.  It is up to the discretion of your instructor whether to allow make-up tests or to accept late work.  If you are absent for more than four class hours, you may be withdrawn from class.

IMPORTANT:  If you are taking this course to comply with the Texas Success Initiative(TSI) requirements*, Texas law requires the following:

1. If you are not “continually in attendance,” and “making progress” in this course, you should be withdrawn from this course by your instructor.

2. If you withdraw from this course or are withdrawn by your instructor, you will be automatically withdrawn from all of your other college courses if this is the only TSI-mandated course you are taking.

*If you are unsure whether this warning applies to you, see an ACC advisor immediately.

Course Policies:

Scholastic dishonesty:
  Acts prohibited by the college for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, or unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing outside work.  Academic work submitted by students will be the result of their own thought, research, or self-expression.  Academic work is defined as, but not limited to, tests, quizzes (whether taken electronically or on paper), projects (either individual or group), classroom presentations, and homework.

Academic freedom:  Each student is strongly encouraged to participate in class.   In any classroom situation which includes discussion and critical thinking, there are bound to be many differing viewpoints.  Students may not only disagree with each other at times, but the students and instructor may also find that they have different views on sensitive and controversial topics.  It is my hope that these differences will enhance the class and create an atmosphere where the students and instructor alike will be encouraged to think and learn.  Therefore, be assured that your grade will not be adversely affected by any beliefs or ideas expressed in class or assignments.  Rather, we will respect the views of others when expressed in classroom discussions.

Office of Students with Disabilities:
Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities.  Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the Office for Students with Disabilities on the campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes.  Students are encouraged to do this three weeks before the start of the semester.

Grade of “I”:
  An “I” (incomplete) will be awarded only in exceptional cases (family tragedy, serious illness, etc.)  In order to get an “I”, the student must have completed 90% of the course requirements with a passing grade.

Class Schedule:


(subject to change at the discretion of the instructor)

The following is a general schedule of assignments.  Additional homework assignments will be made on a daily basis and written on the blackboard.  Daily assignments must be prepared before coming to class.  There may also be a lengthy reading assignment (for example, a short story or an article from a magazine) and/or a movie.

Week 

Themes/functions
     Listening/speaking activities
Pronunciation focus
#1

Introduction/greetings

Introduction to course

Pronunciation Pairs:







Spectrum:  Unit 1

p/b, Units 21,22

#2

Telephone calls

Quiz on Unit 1


PP:  t/d, Units 23,24







Spectrum:  Unit 2

#3

Socializing/addresses

Quiz on Unit 2


PP:  s/z, Units 27,28







Spectrum:  Unit 3

#4

Directions/locations

Quiz on Unit 3


PP:







Spectrum:  Unit 4

Units 38,39

#5

Jobs/personal information
Quiz on Unit 4


PP:  iy/I, Units 1,2







Spectrum:  Unit 5

#6

Family/dates/


Quiz on Unit 5


PP:  E/ey, Units 3,4



languages/nationalities
Spectrum:  Unit 6

#7

Plans/business/leisure

Quiz on Unit 6


PP:  ae, Units 5,6







Spectrum:  Unit 7

#8

Review for midterm

Midterm exam (units 1-7)

#9

Clothing/colors

Spectrum:  Unit 8

PP:  f/v, Units33,34

#10

Suggestions/time/

Quiz on Unit 8


PP:  w/h, Units35,37



agree/object


Spectrum:  Unit 9

#11

Foods/shopping

Quiz on Unit 9


PP:  







Spectrum:  Unit 10

Units 7,8

#12

Past activities


Quiz on Unit 10

PP:  







Spectrum:  Unit 11

Units 31,32

#13

Small talk/opinions

Quiz on Unit 11

PP:  







Spectrum:  Unit 12

Units 29,30

#14

Requests/invitations

Quiz on Unit 12

PP:  k/g







Spectrum:  Unit 13

Units 25,26

#15

Possessions/jobs/favors
Quiz on Unit 13

PP:  a/o







Spectrum:  Unit 14

Units 9,11

#16

Review for final exam

Final exam (Units 8-14)

