LOW INTERMEDIATE ORAL COMMUNICATION

ESOL 0342
Synonym 
INSTRUCTOR:


CLASSROOM:  
OFFICE:


CLASS TIMES: 
OFFICE HOURS:  
PHONE: 223-


E-MAIL:  
PREREQUISITE: ESOL ASSESSMENT OR GRADE OF C OR BETTER IN ESOL  0341
REQUIRED MATERIALS:
The Complete Listening-Speaking Course by David Christiansen  ISBN 0-943327-25-3

English-English dictionary

COURSE DESCRIPTION/RATIONALE:

Designed for low-intermediate level ESOL students, this course emphasizes speaking and

listening to American English. It emphasizes the development of better listening skills by

listening to real-life conversations and short academic talks.  Students practice speaking

through paired and small group activities.  There is a continued focus on correct

pronunciation with the goal of helping reduce accents that interfere with communication.

This course may be repeated for up to 6 hours of credit.

LEARNING OUTCOMES/OBJECTIVES and INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY:

In this course, you will learn to communicate more effectively in English by studying:

· Listening
You will work on increasing your listening comprehension of longer conversations in both formal and informal situations by practicing listening for the main idea or “gist”, for important details, and for meaning suggested by stress, intonation, and context (inference).

· Speaking
You will practice your speaking skills by working on important communication tasks, such as agreeing, apologizing, and explaining. The lessons will include structured conversation practice, as well as meaningful discussions and presentations, to help you to speak more fluently.

· Pronunciation
In order to speak more clearly and be understood, you will learn to recognize and practice word and sentence stress, reduction and intonation. You will also continue to work on making distinctions between similar sounds. These lessons will also help to improve your understanding of spoken English.

GRADING: 
The following categories and percentages show how your final grade will be determined. A grade of C or above is required to pass to the next level.

Attendance / participation:         25%

Presentations (5): 

  25%     

Speeches (5):  


  50%       


Total


100%


90 – 100% = A


80 – 89%   = B


70 – 79%   = C


65 – 69%   = D


Below 65% = F

ATTENDANCE:

It is very important that you attend all of your classes. If you must be absent from class, it is your responsibility to find out what work you missed in class, as well as any homework assignments and announcements about tests. You should make up your work immediately so you don’t fall behind. It is up to the discretion of your instructor to allow make-up tests or accept late work. If you are absent for more than four class hours, you could be withdrawn from class. You must have at least 2 study partners for this class.
IMPORTANT: If you are taking this course to comply with the Texas Success Initiative (TSI) requirements*, Texas law requires the following:

If you are not “continually in attendance,” and “making progress” in this course, you should be withdrawn from this course by your instructor.

If you withdraw from this course or are withdrawn by your instructor, you will be automatically withdrawn from all of your other college courses if this is the only TSI-mandated course you are taking.

*If you are unsure whether this warning applies to you, see an ACC advisor immediately.

COURSE POLICIES:

SCHOLASTIC DISHONESTY: Acts prohibited by the college for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating, on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, and unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work. Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research, or self-expression. Academic work is defined as, but not limited to tests, quizzes, whether taken electronically or on paper; projects, either individual or group; classroom presentations, and homework.
Academic Freedom:  Each student is strongly encouraged to participate in class. In any classroom situation that includes discussion and critical thinking, there are bound to be many differing viewpoints. These differences enhance the learning and create an atmosphere where students and instructors alike will be encouraged to think and learn. On sensitive and volatile topics, students may sometimes disagree not only with each other but also with the instructor. It is expected that faculty and students will respect the views of others when expressed in classroom discussions.

Student Discipline: “Students at the College have the rights accorded by the Constitution to freedom of speech, peaceful assembly, petition, and association. These rights carry with them the responsibility to accord the same rights to others in the College community and not to interfere with or disrupt the educational process. As willing partners in learning, students must comply with College rules and procedures” (Student Handbook p. 31).

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: Each ACC campus offers support for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities. Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the office for Students with Disabilities on campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes. Students are encouraged to do this three weeks before the end of the semester.

“Each student is strongly encouraged to participate in class. In any classroom situation that includes discussion and critical thinking, there are bound to be many differing viewpoints. These differences enhance the learning experience and create an atmosphere where students and instructors alike will be encouraged to think and learn. On sensitive and volatile topics, students may sometimes disagree not only with each other but also with the instructor. It is expected that faculty and students will respect the views of others when expressed in classroom discussions.”

EXCESSIVE TARDINESS:

Students who enter class late disrupt what we are doing. Two instances of excessive tardiness (10 minutes or more) will be counted as an absence.

CELL PHONES AND PAGERS:

These devices are disruptive to class. As a courtesy to your classmates and your teacher, please turn off during class.

Schedule for Low Intermediate Oral Communications FALL 05

	Week
	Tuesday
	Thursday
	Homework

	1
Aug 30, 1
	Introduction to course, syllabus, policies

Name game

Student Questionnaires
	Review syllabus

Name Game

International Phonetic Alphabet
	Purchase Textbook
Study IPA chart

	2
Sep 6,8
	CLSC: 1, 3, 6, 8

In class: p. 9 (telling lies)

Pairs: p. 10 story telling
	CLSC: 11, 12 (informal language), 13-14 gestures, 16, 17 emotions: vocab

In class (group) p. 17 Find Someone

In class (together) p. 17 emotions
	Learn vocab p. 17

	3
Sep 13,15
	CLSC: 18

Interview of a Classmate
	Speech 1 due: Description of a Classmate

CLSC p. 20 (partners), 21
	Prepare Speech 1

	4
Sep 20,22
	Review emotions, p. 17

Prepare soap opera dialogue with classmate containing as many emotions as possible

CLSC: 21, 24 vocab, 26, 28 vocab, 36 vocab
	p. 42, 43 Weather Forecasts

In class (pairs) write a weather forecast to present to the class
	Learn vocab p. 42

	5
Sep 27,29
	CLSC: 46, 47, 48; 51-54

In class: practice simple recipes (toast, coffee, sandwich, no-bake recipes, etc.)
	Present Speech 2: recipe or simple instructions
Improv games
	Prepare recipe or instruction speech

	6
Oct 4,6
	CLSC: 56, 57, 58, 

In class (pairs) p. 59

Look at shopping ads / discuss ads, appeal, pricing
	CLSC: 61, 62

In class pairs: What is it used for? p.62

Present (#1) sample advertisements
	Bring an advertisement to class to present

	7
Oct 11,13
	CLSC: 66

In class (pairs) 68

p. 71, 72 Time, 73
	Present Speech 3: advertisement of a product, store, or service

Improv games
	Prepare your own advertisement

	8
Oct 18,20
	CLSC: 76, 78, 79; 81

In class (together) 82 directions

Introduce Austin Rulz Project
	Work on letters for Austin Rulz project

Transportation 86-88
	Work on two letters for Austin Rulz project

	9
Oct 25,27
	CLSC: 91, 92

In class (pairs) 92 Situation

Work on letters for Austin Rulz
	Present Speech 4: experiences and advice
	Prepare Speech 4

	10
Nov 1, 3
	CLSC: 93, 94 (together), 96

Movie reviews
	Present (#2) song lyrics
	Bring song lyrics to class

	11
Nov 8, 10
	Group work: work on itinerary for Austin Rulz

CLSC: 101, 102 TV; 103, 104 (presentation style) 
	Present (#3) a movie review
	Bring a movie review to class

	12
Nov 15,17
	CLSC: 106, 108

In class (pairs) 107

Practice descriptions with team members
	Present Speech 5: descriptions of places/events
	Prepare Speech 5

	13
Nov22
	TV scripts: pairs p. 102

CLSC: 111, 114, 116, 117

In class: (pairs) write descriptions of what each profession does p. 117
	Thanksgiving holiday
	Practice your TV skit

	14
Nov29, 1
	TV scripts: pairs p. 102

Choose a style and write a 10-minute sketch
	Present  (#4) TV sketches
CLSC: 121, 123, 126

Mock trial, p. 127
	Study the characters in the mock trail

	15
Dec 6, 8
	CLSC: p. 128, interruptions

In class: (volunteers) p. 128,129 (revise the story)

CLSC: p. 131, 133, 134 (together)
	Present (#5) Personal Ad and response

Improv games
	Bring a personal ad to class; prepare a response

	16
Dec 13, 15
	Review

Feedback and final conferences

Advising
	Feedback and final conferences

Advising
	


