SAMPLE SYLLABUS:MUST BE MODIFIED BY INSTRUCTOR 

Academic ESOL Program

Austin Community College
Advanced Oral Communication

ESOL 0344
Instructor:  _____________________________ Classroom:  ____________________________

Office:
  _________________________________Class Times:  __________________________

Office Hours:  _________________________________________________________________







Phone:  _________________________________E-mail:  ______________________________

Prerequisite: ESOL Assessment or C or better in ESOL 0343
Required Materials:

Noteworthy 2e, Phyllis L. Lim & William Smalzer

Course Description: Designed for advanced ESOL students.  Course emphasizes speaking and listening to formal American English used in college and work settings.  Continued practice on academic listening and note-taking skills.  Exposure to real-life formal talks and college lectures. Class activities include group discussions, listening to lectures and taking notes and three presentations.   Weekly quizzes and dictations are also part of the course.   Further work on pronunciation problems and development of vocal variety, including intonation, emphasis and pitch.  Repeatable up to 6 credit hours.

Instructional objectives:
• understanding academic lectures and formal talks





• taking notes from a lecture using symbols and abbreviations





• leading and participating in group discussions





• planning and giving effective informal and formal talks 





• developing a wider range of vocal variety

• developing  clearer pronunciation of American English through                                                                                         use of stress, phrasing and timing in speech





• learning to use conversation gambits effectively

GRADING POLICY:  The following categories and percentages represent how your final grade will be determined.  A grade of C or above is required to exit the course.  If your instructor varies from these percentages, you will be duly notified.

Class activities 
20%    
90  -  100%  =  A

Oral Presentations         
25%    
80  -    89%  =  B

Homework
20%    
70  -    79%  =  C

Quizzes
25%
_______________

Midterm and Final          
10%
65  -    69%  =  D



Below 65% =  F
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ATTENDANCE POLICY:  It is very important that you attend all of your classes.  If you must be absent from class, it is your responsibility to find out what work you missed in class, as well as any homework assignments and announcements about tests.  You should make up your work immediately so you don't fall behind.  Allowing make-up tests or accepting work late is up to the discretion of your instructor.  If you are absent for more than three class hours, you should be withdrawn from the class.

IMPORTANT: If you are taking this course to comply with the Texas Success Initiative  (TSI) requirements*, Texas law requires the following:

           1. If you are not "continually in attendance," and "making progress" in this course, you should be withdrawn from this course by your instructor;

           2. If you withdraw yourself from this course or are withdrawn by your instructor, you will be automatically withdrawn from all of your other college courses if this is the only TSI-mandated course you are taking.

           * If you are unsure whether or not this warning applies to you, see an ACC advisor immediately.

Scholastic Dishonesty: Acts prohibited by the college for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work. Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research or self-expression. Academia is defined as, but not limited to tests, quizzes, whether taken electronically or on paper; projects, either individual or group; classroom presentations, and homework. Work will be given a 0, and, with the second offense, the student will be dropped from the course.

Academic Freedom: Each student is strongly encouraged to participate in class. In any classroom situation that includes discussion and critical thinking, there are bound to be many differing viewpoints. Students may not only disagree with each other at times, but the students and instructor may also find that they have disparate views on sensitive and volatile topics. It is my hope that these differences will enhance the class and create an atmosphere where students and instructors alike will be encouraged to think and learn. Therefore, be assured that your grade will not be adversely affected by any beliefs or ideas expressed in class or assignments. Rather, we will respect the views of others when expressed in classroom discussions.

Office of Students with Disabilities: Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities. Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the Office for Students with Disabilities on the campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes. Students are encouraged to do this three weeks before the start of the semester.
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	Week #
	Listening/Speaking Activities

	1
	Introduction to course; diagnostic tests

Introduction to Note-taking

Begin Chapter 4: The American Family



	2


	Begin Chapter 5: Religion

Introduction to Gambits/ Audio journals
Quiz on Chapter 5/Prepare Speech #1 (outline/delivery)

	3


	Begin Chapter 6: Passages

Quiz on Chapter 6

How to deliver a speech

	4


	Speech #1: Informative 

Audio journals

	5


	Introduction to Listening to Numbers and Number Notation

Chapter 1: The population

Quiz on Chapter 1

	6


	Chapter 2: Immigration

Quiz on Chapter 2

Audio journals

	7


	Chapter 3: American at Work

Quiz on Chapter 3

Prepare Speech #2/Review for Midterm

	8


	Review

Midterm exam

Audio journals

	9


	Speech #2: Persuasive
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	Week #
	Listening/Speaking Activities

	10
	Begin Chapter 7: Multiculturalism

Quiz on Chapter 7

Audio journals

	11


	Begin Chapter 8: Crime and Violence

Quiz on Chapter 8



	12


	Begin Chapter 9: Technology

Quiz on Chapter 9

Audio journals

	13


	Begin Chapter 10: Public Education

Quiz on Chapter 10



	14


	Optional: Chapter 11

Time to review

Prepare for Panel Debate

Audio journals

	15


	Panel Debates



	16


	*All assignments due

Final Exam 



