SAMPLE SYLLABUS: MUST BE MODIFIED BY THE INSTRUCTOR
AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES
ESOL 0344: Advanced Oral Communication

Semester/Year: Lecture Format

Instructor: 


Time:

 

Location:

Office:



Office Hours:


Texts: Raise the Issues, 2nd ed. Carol Numrich.

The main goal of the Academic ESOL Program at ACC is to prepare ESL students to handle the listening, speaking, reading and writing assignments required in higher education. To accomplish this purpose, the ESOL faculty ahs adopted a communicative approach that integrates these four macroskills with crucial subsidiary skills. Although the focus of each class is on a particular set of skills, activities involving the other skill areas are incorporated at all levels; students are taught microskills and strategies that will prepare them to become independent learners.

Course Description:  Designed for advanced ESL students. Course emphasizes speaking and listening to formal American English used in college and work settings. Continued practice on academic listening and note-taking skills. Exposure to real-life formal talks and college lectures. Class activities include group discussions, listening to lectures and taking notes and oral presentation. Quizzes and dictations are also part of the course. Further work on pronunciation problems and development of vocal variety, including intonation, emphasis and pitch. Repeatable for up to 6 credit hours.

Course Objectives/Outcomes: Upon completion of the course, students will be capable of the following:


--understanding academic lectures and formal talks


--taking notes from a lecture using symbols and abbreviations


--leading and participating in group discussions


--planning and giving effective informal and formal talks


--developing a wider range of vocal variety


--developing clearer pronunciation of American English through use of stress, phrasing

 and timing in speech


--learning to use conversation gambits effectively

Grading Policy:  The following categories and percentages represent how your final grade will be determined. A grade of C or above is required to exit the course. 

Class participation/preparation/homework……………………....20%

Speech and roundtable discussion tests………………………….30%

Listening dictations and notetaking…………….………………..20%

Final Exams…………………………………….………………..30%

90-100 = A, 80-89 = B, 70-79 = C, 60-69 = D, below 60 = F

For additional information, please refer to Instructor and ACC Policies sheet attached.

Instructor and ACC Policies

Absenteeism: In following ACC policy, I will exercise the option of dropping students who are absent more than three times in a semester. If you must be absent, call me or contact me via e-mail. I will consider the reason for your absence and may excuse it. If you do not contact me, your absence will be considered unexcused. We cover a great deal of material every class period. If you are absent, contact a student (Do not ask me for the homework assignment!) and find out what you missed so that you won’t be so behind when you return.  I will be happy to help you if you have questions about missed material when you return.

Tardiness: Because we have so much to cover and a relatively short time each period to do it, please do your best to be on time to class. Parking here can be a problem, so please take that into consideration and plan accordingly. If you are more than 10 minutes late, I will count you absent. I would prefer that you come late than not at all, so if you must be tardy, please enter the classroom quietly so that you will not disturb your classmates.

Late work: I normally do not accept late work. Submitting homework on time shows me that you are prepared for class. Your preparation and participation in class are a part of your final grade. If you have been absent, you will normally have one class period to make up the work. Do your best NOT to miss a test. If I agree that your absence was unavoidable, I will give you a chance to make up a missed exam; otherwise, you risk losing an important test grade and getting a zero. Due dates for assignments and tests will be given to you as we approach the due date. I will write them on the board. I try to follow the syllabus as closely as possible, but always refer to the chalkboard and our class sessions for the most accurate dates or deadlines.

Incompletes and Withdrawals: Incompletes are discouraged. To qualify for an incomplete, a student must have completed 90% of the work for the course, meet the minimum requirements for satisfactory progress, and have a grade of C or better.  Students or instructors may initiate withdrawals any time during the semester before the official withdrawal deadline. Withdrawal forms are available for the Admissions offices. When the instructor withdraws a student, ACC will send written notice to the student's address on record, as contained in the student's permanent file. The student may appeal the instructor’s withdrawal within 10 days after the written notification. A 10-day period for student appeal will commence five days after postmark of the College notice of withdrawal. The appeal shall be made to the course instructor. Further appeal may be made to the appropriate campus administrator, whose decision will be final. The student may continue to attend class until either the expirations of the 10-day period or until final disposition of the appeal. Withdrawal courses appear on the student’s record with a grade of “W.

Scholastic Dishonesty: Acts prohibited by the college for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work. Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research or self-expression. Academia is defined as, but not limited to tests, quizzes, whether taken electronically or on paper; projects, either individual or group; classroom presentations, and homework. Work will be given a 0, and, with the second offense, the student will be dropped from the course.

Academic Freedom: Each student is strongly encouraged to participate in class. In any classroom situation that includes discussion and critical thinking, there are bound to be many differing viewpoints. Students may not only disagree with each other at times, but the students and instructor may also find that they have disparate views on sensitive and volatile topics. It is my hope that these differences will enhance the class and create an atmosphere where students and instructors alike will be encouraged to think and learn. Therefore, be assured that your grade will not be adversely affected by any beliefs or ideas expressed in class or assignments. Rather, we will respect the views of others when expressed in classroom discussions.

Office of Students with Disabilities: Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities. Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the Office for Students with Disabilities on the campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes. Students are encouraged to do this three weeks before the start of the semester.

SAMPLE SCHEDULE: DATES MUST BE MODIFIED

Course Schedule: 
The following is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor:

Week 1







Jan. 12 & 14
Diagnostic tests and introduction to course. 

Notetaking; library tour

Week 2







HOLIDAY, 21
Continue Notetaking practice

Unit 1: The Internet: A Driving Force for Change

Speech gambits; Panel discussion

Week 3:







Jan. 26 & 28

Unit 2: Better Dead than Coed?

Setting up class observations

Speech topics assigned

Listening Dictation

Week 4: 







Feb. 2 & 4
Individual Speeches (Informative 2-4 minutes; no notes allowed)

Unit 3: When Does Life Begin?

1st class observation, notes and summary due

Week 5:







Feb. 9 & 11
Unit 4 Economic Might vs. Ecologic Right

Listening Dictation

Panel discussion with one 3x5 card

Week 6:







Feb. 16 & 18
Unit 5 Beyond Darwin

Topic and position assigned; Guidelines for visual aids handout

Week 7:







Feb. 23 & 25
Individual Speeches (Position 5 minutes with visual aid)

Supplemental: “Drive-in Shopping” (notetaking exercise)

Midterm topic given Monday. Positions given Wednesday.

Week 8:







March 8 & 10
MIDTERM EXAM: Exam in two parts. Attendance is mandatory on both days.

Week 9:






Spring Break: March 15-21


Unit 7 “Just Say ‘No’ to Drugs?

Listening Dictation

2nd class observation, notes and summary due

Week 10: 







March 22 & 24
Supplemental: “Facing the Wrong End of a Pistol”

Panel discussion

Speech topics: “freie Wahl” next class period; evaluation handout

Week 11:







March 29 & 31
Individual Speeches (Persuasive, 5 min. with visual aid)

Unit 8: The Right to Die vs. the Right to Life”

Week 12:







April 5 & 7
Notetaking: lecture from NW
Listening Dictation

Week 13:







April 12 & 14
Unit 9: The Global Village

Panel discussion

Week 14:







April 19 & 21
Supplemental: “Green Consumerism”

3rd class observation, notes and summary due

Week 15:







April 26 & 28
Unit  10: “For Every Winner, There’s a Loser”

Final Exam topic given Monday. Positions given Wednesday.

Listening Dicatation

Week 16:







May 3 & 8
Final Exam in two parts. Attendance is mandatory on both days.
