AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

ESOL 0361 HIGH BEGINNING READING AND VOCABULARY

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND SYLLABUS

INSTRUCTOR:




OFFICE HOURS:

OFFICE:

PHONE:

OFFICE:


ALTERNATE: (OPTIONAL)

E-MAIL: (OPTIONAL):

TEXTS:

Themes for Today: A Beginning Reading Skills Text, 2nd edition

by Smith and Mare

Vocabulary Basics
by Nadell, et. al.

ACADEMIC ESOL PROGRAM GOALS: The main goal of the Academic ESOL Program at ACC is to prepare international students to handle the listening, speaking, reading and writing assignments required in higher education. To accomplish this purpose, the ESOL faculty has adopted a communicative approach that integrates these four macroskills with crucial subsidiary skills. Although the focus of each class is on a particular set of skills, activities involving the other skill areas are incorporated at all levels; students are taught microskills and strategies that will prepare them to become independent learners.

COURSE DESCRIPTION/RATIONALE: High Beginning Reading and Vocabulary is the first in a sequence of four ESOL reading courses. It is designed to help high beginning level students develop basic analytical skills for reading comprehension of texts at an elementary reading proficiency level. The course introduces skills that will be more greatly developed in the proceeding reading courses: the study of vocabulary in context, introduction to word forms, pronoun and noun referent identification, skimming and scanning. THIS COURSE MAY BE TAKEN FOR UP TO 6 HOURS OF CREDIT.

REQUIREMENTS/PREREQUISITES: Placement into the course through ESOL Assessment or the Compass Test.

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY: LECTURE/ SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES:

This class will help you:


read for main ideas and distinguish between main ideas and supporting details;


practice and develop the skills of skimming, scanning, and recognizing referents;


practice overall reading comprehension;


expand your vocabulary;


recognize and understand text organization;


recognize the role of word forms and their roles in sentence structure;


become independent readers.

EVALUATION:

This is a beginning level reading class. In order to become better readers, it is necessary to:


read daily


prepare homework and participate in class


*write short reading journals


complete all outside vocabulary work

        *  You will be given a separate handout describing the requirements for journals.

The following categories and percentages represent how your final grade will be determined. A grade of "C" or above is required to go on to the next course.

Preparation/Participation/Homework.................30%

Reading Exams...............................................…20%

Vocabulary Quizzes and Exams.........................20%

Final Exam......................................................…30%

Grades:


A=100%-90%


B=80%-89%


C=70%-79%


D=65%-69%


F=below 65%

ATTENDANCE POLICY: It is very important that you attend all of your classes. Too many absences hurts your ability to improve your reading skills and may result in your being dropped from the class. Your instructor will provide you explain to you her own attendance policy, as this may vary from instructor to instructor.

SCHOLASTIC DISHONESTY: “Acts prohibited by the College for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, and unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work. Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research or self-expression. Academic work is defined as, but not limited to, tests, quizzes, whether taken electronically or on paper; projects, either individual or group; classroom presentations, and homework” (Student Handbook, 2002-2003, p. 32). 

OFFICE FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:  “Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities.  Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the Office for Students with Disabilities on the campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes. Students are encouraged to do this three weeks before the start of the semester.” (Student Handbook, 2002-2003, p. 14.)

EXAMS AND QUIZZES: You will have regular weekly quizzes and three unit tests over the words assigned in your vocabulary textbook. The dates for these are indicated on the syllabus. There will be three reading exams and a final exam. These will be given on the days indicated on your syllabus. You need to be present for all exams and quizzes. Generally, no make up exams will be given. Exceptions may be made at the discretion of the instructor.

READING-VOCABULARY JOURNALS: You will be given a separate handout in which journals will be explained.

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION:

In addition to this departmental syllabus, each instructor will provide students with written policies on the following: absenteeism, tardiness, late work, make up work. In addition, each instructor will provide a schedule of assignments and due dates.
