AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

ESOL 0361 HIGH BEGINNING READING AND VOCABULARY

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND SYLLABUS

                                                             SEMESTER:

SAMPLE SYLLABUS: TO BE MODIFIED BY INSTRUCTOR

SYN                                       SEC.       
LOCATION:                       TIME:

INSTRUCTOR: 
OFFICE: 

          OFFICE HOURS:

PHONE: 464-6564

E-MAIL: 

TEXTS: Themes for Today: A Beginning Reading Skills Text, 2nd Edition, by Smith and  

               Mare

   Vocabulary Basics, by Nadell, et.al.      

ACADEMIC ESOL PROGRAM GOALS: The main goal of the Academic ESOL Program at ACC is to prepare international students to handle the listening, speaking, reading and writing assignments required in higher education. To accomplish this purpose, the ESOL faculty has adopted a communicative approach that integrates these four macroskills with crucial subsidiary skills. Although the focus of each class is on a particular set of skills, activities involving the other skill areas are incorporated at all levels; students are taught microskills and strategies that will prepare them to become independent learners.

COURSE DESCRIPTION/RATIONALE: High Beginning Reading and Vocabulary is the first in a sequence of four ESOL reading courses. It is designed to help high beginning level students develop basic analytical skills for reading comprehension of texts at an elementary reading proficiency level. The course introduces skills that will be more greatly developed in the subsequent reading courses: the study of vocabulary in context, introduction of word forms, pronoun and noun referent identification, skimming and scanning. THIS COURSE MAY BE TAKEN FOR UP TO 6 HOURS OF CREDIT

REQUIREMENTS/PREREQUISITES: Placement into the course through ESOL Assessment or the Compass Test.

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY: LECTURE/SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES:

This class will help you:

· Read for main ideas and distinguish between main ideas and supporting details;

· Practice and develop the skills of skimming, scanning, and recognizing referents;

· Practice overall reading comprehension;

· Expand your vocabulary;


· Recognize the role of word forms and their roles in sentence structure;

· Become independent readers.

EVALUATION:

This is a high beginning level reading class. In order to become better readers, it is necessary to:

· Read daily

· Prepare homework and participate in class

· Complete all outside vocabulary work

· Complete reading journal work

· Complete 10 hours of computer work

· *Assignments are due as indicated on the syllabus. LATE WORK IN NOT ACCEPTED.

The following categories and percentages represent how your final grade will be determined. A grade of “C” or above is required to go on to the next course.

Preparation/ Participation/ Assignments
30%

Reading Exams



20%

Vocabulary Exams



20%

Final Exam




30%

Grades:

A= 100%-90%

B=  80%-89%

C=  70%-79%

D=  65%-69%

F=  below 69%

ATTENDANCE: It is very important that you attend all of your classes. Too many absences hurt your ability to improve your reading skills and may result in your being dropped from the class. It is also important that you arrive on time and stay until dismissed at the end of the class. Arriving late or leaving early will be counted as an absence.

NO CELL PHONES IN CLASS. BE SURE ALL PHONES AND NOISE-MAKING DEVICES ARE TURNED OFF BEFORE CLASS. THIS IS AN ANNOYING DISRUPTION.

SCHOLASTIC DISHONESTY: “Act prohibited by the College for which discipline may be administrated include scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, and unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work. Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research or self-expression. Academic work is defined as, but not limited to, tests, quizzes, whether taken electronically or on paper; projects, either individual or group; classroom presentations, and homework.” (Student Handbook)

OFFICE FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: “Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities. Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the Office for Students with Disabilities on the campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes. Students are encouraged to do this three weeks before the start of the semester.”(Student Handbook)

EXAMS AND QUIZZES: You will have regular weekly quizzes and two unit tests over the assigned words in your vocabulary textbook. The dates for these are indicated on the syllabus. There will be three reading exams and a final exam. These will be given on the days indicated on your syllabus. You need to be present for all exams and quizzes. Generally, no make up exams will be given. Exceptions may be made at the discretion of the instructor.

READING JOURNALS AND VOCABULARY CARDS: Since the best way to improve your reading and vocabulary development is to read, you will be required to read outside of class and keep a journal of your daily reading and make cards of the new words you discover at you read. The reading journal and the vocabulary cards are an essential component of your homework grade. Follow these directions on how to set up and complete your journal and vocabulary cards and make a note of when they need to be turned in for a grade. Remember, late work is not accepted.

READING JOURNAL:

1. Get a spiral notebook, or some kind of journal book, and divide it into three (3) sections: newspaper, pleasure reading and new vocabulary. Use some kind of tabs so I can find the sections when I check what you have written. You may write in either pen or pencil, but make sure it is legible. Try to read the paper every day so that you will know what is going on in the world and in this community. Read your pleasure book at least 30 minutes every day. When I check the journals, I will look for daily entries from the newspaper and the pleasure book. Put the date at the top of each entry.

2. For the newspaper entries, write the title of the newspaper, its date and the title of the article. Then write a brief summary of the article in you own words, (this should be no more than two sentences.) Include your reaction.

3. For the pleasure-reading book, write a brief summary of what you read and then your reaction to what you read or a question to the author about what you read.

4. In the back of the journal, keep a list of new words you learned from the paper or the book. Write the meaning in English and your native language. Try to learn at least ten new words each day.

VOCABULARY CARDS

1. Use 3 X 5 index cards to make individual cards for new words you have learned. You can use the words in the back of your reading journal or from any other source you may learn new words. Use only one card per word.

2. On one side of the card write the new word in English, making sure it is spelled correctly. On the reverse, write the meaning in your language. Then write the dictionary definition of the word that matches the context in which it was used. Write the part of speech (noun, verb, adjective, adverb, preposition….)

3. Use a ziplock plastic bag to keep the cards for each time. Do not turn in the same cards twice.

4. The vocabulary cards will be collected at the same time as the journals, so learn new words every day so that you will have many to show me.

** DATES TO TURN IN READING JOURNALS AND VOCABULARY CARDS:

COMPUTER WORK: You will need to complete at least 10 hours on the computer programs for this class, Plato or Weaver, by April 28. You may work at any ACC computer lab as long as the time on task is sent to me at the Cypress campus. This class runs for 16 weeks, so plan to visit the computer lab to work on these exercises at least once a week to avoid having to do it at the last time.

TEXTBOOK WORK TO BE COMPLETED: We will complete chapters 1-10 in Theme for Today and chapters 1-15 in Vocabulary Basics.

COURSE SCHEDULE

WEEK 1

Introduction and Diagnostic Tests

(DATE)

Themes, Ch.1 Vocabulary Basics, Ch.1

WEEK 2

MLK HOLIDAY (no class (DATE))

(DATE)

Quiz #1 VB (Vocabulary Basics)

Continue Themes, Ch.1
Learn VB, Ch.2

WEEK 3

Quiz #2 VB #2

(DATE)

Themes, Ch.2




Learn VB, Ch.3

WEEK 4

Quiz #3 VB

(DATE)

Themes, Ch.3 Pronoun referents




Learn VB, Ch.4

WEEK 5

Quiz #4 VB

(DATE)

Themes, Ch. 1-3 READING TEST #1



Learn VB, Ch.5

WEEK 6

Quiz #5 VB

(DATE)

Themes, Ch.4




Learn VB, Ch.7

WEEK 7

Quiz #6 VB

(DATE)

Themes, Ch.5




Learn VB, Ch.7

WEEK 8

VOCABULARY TEST UNIT 1 (Ch. 1-6)

(DATE)

Themes, Ch.6




Journal and cards due Monday, March 1

WEEK 9 

Quiz #7 VB

(DATE)

Themes, Ch.7




Learn VB, Ch.8

WEEK 10

Quiz #8 VB

(DATE)

Continue Themes, Ch.7




READING EXAM #2 (Ch. 4-7 Themes)




Learn VB, Ch.9

WEEK 11

Quiz #9 VB

(DATE)

Themes, Ch.8




Learn VB, Ch.10

WEEK 12 

Quiz #10 VB

(DATE)

Continue Themes, Ch.8






Learn VB, Ch.11




JOURNAL AND CARDS DUE (DATE)

WEEK 13

Quiz #11 VB

(DATE)

Themes, Ch.9




Learn VB, Ch.12

WEEK 14

VOCABULARY EXAM #2 (Ch.7-12)

(DATE)

Themes, Ch.10



Learn VB, Ch.13

WEEK 15

Quiz #13 VB

(DATE)

READING EXAM #3 (Themes, Ch.8-10)




COMPUTER TIME DUE ON (DATE)




Learn VB, Ch.14

WEEK 16

Learn VB, Ch. 15

(DATE)

JOURNAL AND CARDS DUE (DATE)






FINAL EXAM (DATE) (Comprehensive both books)

