(SAMPLE SYLLABUS__TO BE MODIFIED BY INSTRUCTOR)

AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE
DIVISION OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND SYLLABUS
ESOL 0363: HIGH INTERMEDIATE READING AND VOCABULARY
Keep this syllabus throughout the semester to learn reading assignments, daily work, and the quiz schedule. Always be prepared before class.

INSTRUCTOR: 
SEMESTER: 
COURSE, SECTION & SYNONYM:
MEETING PLACE AND TIME: 
INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY: LECTURE
OFFICE HOURS
OFFICE:
PHONE: OFFICE:
Homework: All homework or assignments must be given to the instructor in class or placed in his/her mailbox in the duplication office after being stapled and date-stamped. On the last day of class, any remaining homework MUST be handed to instructor in class or it will be marked as "not done!"

Corequisite: none

Suggested Course to Enroll for next: (Dependent on passing this course) register for ESOL 0364: Advanced Reading and Vocabulary. The instructor recommends maximizing your reading, writing, and grammar skills in ESOL because it will help you during the college courses you will take later. Plan on taking ALL these courses through the Advanced levels.

TEXTS:

Concepts for Today by Smith and Mare. Thomson/Heinle, 2nd Edition, 2004. Improving Vocabulary Skills, 3rd Edition, by Nist and Mohr. Townsend Press, 2002.

SUGGESTED MATERIALS for those going on with their education:

1.) A college dictionary, English-English only, to tell you the meanings, history, pronunciation, grammar, and connotations of words. Do NOT rely on a translation dictionary. It will NOT help you in this class. 

2.) A college thesaurus, to tell you synonyms and the spellings of words (See inside front cover of Concepts for Today by Smith and Mare for info.)

ACADEMIC ESOL PROGRAM GOALS.

The main goal of the Academic ESOL program at ACC is to prepare students whose native language is not English to handle the listening, speaking, reading and writing assignments required in higher education. To accomplish this purpose,

the ESOL faculty has adopted a communicative approach that integrates these four macroskills with crucial subsidiary skills. Although the focus of each class is on a particular set of skills, activities involving the others are incorporated at all levels; students are taught microskills and strategies that will prepare them to become independent learners.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

ESOL 0363: High Intermediate Reading and Vocabulary, the third in a sequence

of four ESOL reading courses, builds on skills introduced in the previous reading

courses and continues to emphasize building comprehension skills. Students

develop more analytical skills for reading college textbooks and novels. Also

included are the study of vocabulary in context, pronoun referents, skimming,

scanning, and paraphrasing. The course introduces the idea of annotation and

includes summary-response writing. Placement in the course is by ESOL

Assessment. THIS COURSE MAY BE REPEATED FOR UP

TO 6 HOURS OF CREDIT.

EXAMS AND QUIZZES: There will be weekly quizzes and regularly scheduled unit tests over the vocabulary words in your vocabulary textbook. THERE WILL BE THREE READING EXAMS AND A FINAL EXAM, but no midterm. You must be present for the quizzes and exams. If you are absent during a quiz, it is your responsibility to ask the instructor for a chance to make it up.

PREREQUISITES: A grade of C or better in ESOL 0362 or placement in the course through ESOL.

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: This class will help you read for main ideas and distinguish between main ideas and supporting details; continue to practice and develop the skills of skimming, scanning, and finding pronoun and noun referents; increase overall reading comprehension, and your ability to infer meaning; expand your vocabulary; learn to identify and use contextual clues to discover the meaning of a word; learn to recognize paragraph links; recognize discourse or text markers; recognize and understand text organization and tone; learn to annotate a text; read more authentic types; read and react to a novel; and continue the process of becoming independent readers.

EVALUATION: This is an upper-level reading course. If you do not read, do not

expect to pass this class. In order to be a proficient reader, it is necessary to: read daily; prepare homework to participate in class; compile vocabulary cards; complete a reading journal for a novel; and complete all outside vocabulary work.

You will be given separate handouts describing the requirements for the reading journal and vocabulary card components.

You must know that your instructor

is very fair! You can be a wonderful person, learning a lot, participating, enjoying ... but if you don't do your homework or don't do well on a test, you'll get an "F!"

The following categories and percentages represent how your final grade will be determined. A grade of "C" or above is required to go on to tine next, course. Remember: the instructor does not give you a grade; You earn your grade!
Preparation/Participation/Homework 
30%
Reading Exams 



20%
Vocabulary Quizzes 


20%

Final Exam 



30%

NOTE: There is no midterm scheduled for this class. If you want a practice midterm to learn how the final exam will be given, a majority of the class must

request it. GRADES: A=100-90% B=80%-89% C=70%-79% D=65°-69% F=below 65%

INCOMPLETE POLICY: Grades of "I" can be given for "Incomplete." It is the instructor's experience that very few students will make arrangements the following semester and actually do the work necessary to complete the course. At the same time, the instructor may not have a class on Rio Grande Campus next semester, and it might be your responsibility to hunt him. Therefore, a grade of "I" will be given only for emergencies and in very special cases.

WITHDRAWALS: The student has the right to withdraw at any time. Please be aware you may not get all your money back from ACC if you choose to do this. The instructor may also withdraw you for absence and other causes. The last day for withdrawal from this course is (FILL IN DATE).
SCHOLASTIC DISHONESTY: Acts prohibited by the college for which discipline may be administered comprise scholastic dishonesty, including-but not limited to-cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, and unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing outside work. Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research, or self-expression. Academic work is defined as-but not limited to-tests, quizzes, projects either individual or group, classroom presentation, or homework. In a situation where dishonesty is proven, the instructor will immediately give a grade of "F" and not allow the student to return.

YOUR REQUIREMENTS and RESPONSIBILITIES:

EXPECTATIONS: All handouts coming from the instructor will be word-processed, and all work you do (except when done in class or on tests) will also be word-processed. This is a standard for this class and all future college classes. No hand-written papers will be accepted. Take advantage of your tutoring lab or the computer lab in the library to type your homework for this class.

A college class is built around the assumption you will spend 2-3 hours doing homework for each hour in class. Since this class will involve 4 hours per week of instruction, that means 12 hours of homework per class week. This means studying every day.

OSD STATEMENT: Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities. Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the Office for Students with Disabilities on the campus where they are expected to take the majority of their classes. Students are encouraged to do this three weeks before the start of the semester. Students must then notify the instructor of their special needs. 

ATTENDANCE POLICY: It is very important that you attend all your classes. ACC policy states the following: "A student at Austin Community College is expected to attend classes in order to progress satisfactorily toward completion of course objectives. A student who is not meeting course objectives may be withdrawn from the course at the discretion of the instructor [see ACC Catalog for details]. If you must be absent from class, it is your responsibility to find out what work you missed in class, if a quiz was given, as well as any homework assignments and announcements about tests."

Please note: attendance will be taken in every class. You should make up your work immediately so you don't fall behind. Don't wait until the end of the semester. If you can plan an absence in advance, make arrangements with another student to take notes for you. Allowing make-up assignments or accepting work late is up to the discretion of your instructor. Normal departmental policy is that if you are absent two times in a semester, you may be withdrawn from the class.

WARNING: 
The Weather Excuse: The weather may be a factor. If it is, look for ACC cancellations on TV, listen for them on a convenient radio, or check the ACC website for official closures. ONLY if ACC cancels class are you excused from attending.  In this case,  no absences will be counted
The Traffic Excuse: The instructor has to drive through heavy traffic to reach this class. There might be an instance when s/he would be late, so the students will be granted the same privilege. This won't work twice, however!

TARDY POLICY: Tardies are very disruptive to a class. Often the first fifteen minutes of a class are the most important. Homework is collected; important directions are given. If you must be tardy, take your seat without making any commotion. Do not disturb your neighbors by asking what the class is doing. The instructor will always be available after class. You make catch up then. Chronic tardies will lower your participation grade. Two tardies will count as one absence.

TSI Requirements: If you withdraw or are withdrawn by your instructor, be aware that you may be withdrawn from all your classes. For information, see your ACC Counselor.

EXAMS & QUIZZES: You will have regular weekly quizzes and unit tests over the words assigned in your vocabulary textbook. The dates for these are indicated on the syllabus. There will be three reading exams and a final exam. These will be

given on the days indicated on the syllabus. You need to be present for all exams and quizzes.

VOCABULARY CARDS and JOURNAL: You will be given a separate handout regarding these components. In addition to the reading journal and vocabulary cards, you will be working semi-independently in your vocabulary textbook.

Participation/ Preparation: This component constitutes 30% of your final grade. To earn a good grade in this area, you are expected to


    1.)
attend class and arrive on time;

2.)       prepare all homework before class time

3.)       take part in classroom discussions

4.)
prepare all in-class activities

5.)
 conduct yourself in class in a manner appropriate for a college             class by focusing on what the class is doing and not by engaging in disruptive behavior or conversation, etc.

SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS

N.B. The following is a general schedule of assignments, subject to change at the discretion of the instructor at any time. Specific homework assignments will be made on a daily basis and written on the blackboard. Daily assignments must be prepared before coming to class. The instructor will change assignments to address the specific problems of this class. Lessons may be supplemented with additional handouts, quizzes, and exercises written by the instructor.

CT = More Reading Power IVS=Improving Vocabulary Skills

WEEK # 1
Introduction of Instructor and Students, Introduction to Course, Reading of the Syllabus, and Diagnostic Tests. Students WILL be expected to have their textbooks by January 14th.

Begin text Improving Vocabulary Skills (IVS), Chpt 1, pp. 8-11. Homework to be assigned. Note: Homework WILL be checked at least six times this semester.

WEEK # 2
IVS: Quiz on Chpt. 1, begin Chapter 2, homework to be assigned. Explanation of book journal assignment

Explanation of Vocabulary cards.

Buy 100 index cards 3"x 5"
WEEK # 3
CT: Chapter 1: p. 2-19. Homework to be assigned.

CT: Chapter 2, pp. 20-38; homework to be assigned.

IVS: finish Chapter 2. Begin Chpt 3, Homework to be assigned. Quiz on IVS Chapter 2

WEEK # 4
CT: Chapter 3, pp.39-61; homework to be assigned.

IVS: Finish Unit 3, Homework to be assigned. Quiz on Chapter 3; begin Chpt 4. Homework to be assigned.

  WEEK # 5           

             CT: Chapter 4, pp. 62-79; homework to be assigned.

IVS: Finish Unit 4, Homework to be assigned. Quiz on Chapt 5. Homework to be assigned. First twenty-five vocabulary cards due

WEEK # 6
CT: Chapter 5, pp. 80-103; homework to be assigned.

IVS: Finish Unit 5, 6, homework to be assigned. Quiz on Chapter 5 and 6.

WEEK # 7
CT: Chapter 6, pp. 104-129; homework to be assigned..

IVS: Begin Unit 7, Homework to be assigned. Quiz on Chapter 7; begin

Chpt 8. Homework to be assigned.

WEEK # 8
CT: Chapter 7, pp. 130-155; homework to be assigned. IVS: Finish Unit 8, Homework to be assigned. Second twenty-five vocabulary cards due

WEEK # 9
CT: catch up as needed

IVS: Unit 9 and 10, Homework to be assigned. Quizzes on Chapter 9 and 10.

WEEK # 10
CT: Chapter 8, pp. 156-170; homework to be assigned. IVS:   Unit 11, Homework to be assigned. 
WEEK # 11
CT: Finish Chapter 8, begin Chapter 9, pp. 171-188; homework to be assigned.

IVS: Quiz on Chapter 11; begin Chpt 12. Homework to be assigned. WEEK # 12
CT: Chapter 10, pp. 198-214; homework to be assigned.

IVS: Unit 12, Homework to be assigned. Quiz on Chapter 12. Third twenty-five vocabulary cards due

WEEK # 13
CT: Chapter 11, pp. 215-234; homework to be assigned.

IVS: Unit 13, Homework to be assigned. Quiz on Chapter 13. WEEK # 14
CT: Begin Chapter 12, pp. 235-257; homework to be assigned. IVS: Unit 14, Homework to be assigned. Quiz on Chapter 14.
WEEK # 15

CT: Chapter 12, homework to be assigned.

IVS: Unit 15, Homework to be assigned. Quiz on Chapter 15. The last twenty-five vocabulary cards due

WEEK # 16
Last-minute questions

Hand in last-minute homework assignments May 5-Final Reading and vocabulary Exam

