(SAMPLE SYLLABUS: TO BE MODIFIED BY THE INSTRUCTOR)

AUSTIN   COMMUNITY   COLLEGE

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH for SPEAKERS of OTHER LANGUAGES
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND SYLLABUS

SEMESTER/YEAR
ESOL 0363-(SECTION): HIGH INTERMEDIATE READING AND VOCABULARY 

SYNONYM 


                          TIME & LOCATION
[image: image1.wmf]
INSTRUCTOR: 

Office Hours: 
 

Office:




    

Phone(s):


  

E Mail:

TEXTBOOKS:

For Reading:   

     Concepts for Today: A High Intermediate Reading Skills Text.
2nd Ed. by Smith and Mare

For Vocabulary:

Improving Vocabulary Skills. 3rd edition. by Goodman, Nist 
    
   and Mohr.

ADDITIONAL:


Lilies of the Field.

ACADEMIC ESOL PROGRAM GOALS: 

The main goal of the Academic ESOL Program at ACC is to prepare international students and other nonnative speakers of English to handle the listening, speaking, reading and writing assignments required in higher education. To accomplish this purpose, the ESOL faculty has adopted a communicative approach that integrates these four macroskills with crucial subsidiary skills. Although the focus of each class is on a particular set of skills, activities involving the other skill areas are incorporated at all levels; students are taught microskills and strategies that will prepare them to become independent learners.  

COURSE DESCRIPTION & RATIONALE:  

High Intermediate Reading and Vocabulary is the third in a sequence of four ESOL reading courses.  It is designed to help high intermediate level students develop more complex analytical skills for reading college textbooks and novels. The course builds on skills introduced in previous reading courses: the study of vocabulary in context, locating pronoun and noun referents, skimming and scanning. THIS COURSE MAY BE TAKEN FOR UP TO 6 HOURS OF CREDIT.  

REQUIREMENTS/PREREQUISITES: A Grade of C or better in ESOL 0362 or placement in the course through ESOL Assessment. 
INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES:

This class will help you:

read for main ideas and distinguish between main ideas and 

supporting details;


continue to practice and develop the skills of skimming, 

scanning, finding pronoun and noun referents;


increase overall reading comprehension and your ability to 

infer meaning; 


expand your vocabulary; 


learn to identify and use contextual clues to discover the 

meaning of a word;

recognize paragraph links; 


recognize discourse/text markers;


recognize and understand text organization and tone;


learn to annotate a text;


read more authentic text types;



read and react to a novel;


become independent readers.

EVALUATION:

This is an upper level reading class. If you do not read, do not expect to pass this class! In order to become a proficient reader it is necessary to:


read daily


prepare homework to participate in class;

complete all work assigned for a grade.

The following categories and percentages represent how your final grade will be determined.  A grade of “C” or above is required to go on to the next course.  

Preparation/Participation/Homework. . . . 20%

Reading Exams. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25%

Vocabulary Quizzes.& Exams. . . . . . . . 15%

Reading Journal. . . . . . . . . . . . . .10%   

Final Exam. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30% 

GRADING SCALE:


A=100%-90%

C=70%-79%

F=below 65%


B=80%-89%

D=65%-69%

REQUIREMENTS/RESPONSIBILITIES:

ATTENDANCE  POLICY: 

It is very important that you attend all of your classes. ACC policy states the following:



A student at Austin Community College is expected to attend classes in order to progress satisfactorily toward completion of course objectives. . . .A student who is not meeting course objectives may be withdrawn from the course at the discretion of the instructor (ACC Catalog 2003-2004, p. 36).

If you must be absent from class, it is your responsibility to find out what work you missed in class, as well as any homework assignments and announcements about tests.   

EXCESSIVE TARDINESS:

Attendance and participation entail being present, being on time and remaining in class for the duration of the class period. Attendance will be taken, and excessive tardiness, as well as long periods of absence during the class, will be noted. Students who are consistently more than 10 minutes late or who frequently leave class for periods of 10 minutes or more may have their attendance/participation grade lowered. 

PREPARATION/HOMEWORK:

Preparation and homework account for 20 % of your final grade.  I will track who does and does not complete homework. No credit will be given for work being completed during class. 

EXAMS & QUIZZES:  

You will have regular vocabulary quizzes over the words assigned in your vocabulary textbook. The dates for these are indicated on the syllabus. There will be three reading exams and a final exam.  These will be given on the days indicated on the syllabus.  You need to be present for all exams and quizzes.  Generally, no make up exams will be given.  Exceptions may be made at the discretion of the teacher.

READING JOURNAL:  

You will be given a separate handout regarding this component. 

VOCABULARY:

In addition to the reading journal, you will be working semi-independently in your vocabulary textbook and will have regular quizzes over the words found in that book. Your reading exams will include vocabulary listed in the reading textbook.
CELL PHONES and PAGERS:

These devices are disruptive to class. As a courtesy to your classmates and your teacher, please turn them off during class.

SCHOLASTIC DISHONESTY:

Acts prohibited by the college for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work.  Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research or self-expression.  Academic is defined as, but not limited to tests, quizzes, whether taken electronically or on paper; projects; either individual or group; classroom presentations, and homework.

OFFICE OF STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:

Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities.  Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the Office for Students with Disabilities on the campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes.  Students are encouraged to do this three weeks before the start of the semester.

INCOMPLETE GRADES:

Incomplete grades are awarded only in very special cases. Consult the college catalog and your instructor.
IN PROGRESS “IP” GRADE:

An  “IP” grade indicates that a student has completed his/her work and has made progress in the areas of grammar and writing, but is not ready for the next level.  If you receive a grade of “IP,” you must repeat the course. 

YOU ARE NOT ALONE:

If you need help, tutors are available to you in the tutoring lab. The assistance is free! Also, there are computer programs and supplementary materials available if you need more practice. Please see me if you are interested in these supplementary activities.

COURSE SCHEDULE

(SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT THE DISCRETION OF THE INSTRUCTOR.)

ESOL 0363--Course Schedule

Biweekly Sections

(Subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.)

The following is a general schedule of assignments.  Specific homework assignments will be made on a daily basis and written on the blackboard.  Daily assignments must be prepared before coming to class!

CFT refers to Concepts for Today

IVS refers to Improving Vocabulary Skills

Lilies refers to Lilies of the Field

WEEK #

CFT




IVS

___________Lilies

1


Introduction to Course/

Chapter 1

Diagnostic Exams

2


Unit I: Ch. 1



Quiz: Ch.1/Begin Ch 2

3


Unit I: Chs. 2



Quiz: Ch. 2/Begin Ch.3        Ch. 1

4


Unit I: Ch. 3



Quiz: Ch. 3/Begin Ch.4




Reading Exam # 1

5


Unit II: Ch. 4



Quiz: Ch. 4/Begin Ch. 5      Ch. 2

6
Unit II: Ch. 5



Quiz: Ch. 5/Begin Ch.                                


Hand in Reading Journal



          

7


Unit II: Chs. 6



Quiz: Ch. 6/Begin Ch. 7      Ch. 3

8


Unit III: Ch. 7 



Quiz: Ch. 7/Begin Ch.8

9


Reading Exam # 2


Unit Exam (Chs. 1-8)

Ch. 4









Begin Ch. 9




WEEK #

CFT




IVS

_______Lilies

10


Unit III: Ch. 8


Quiz: Ch. 9/Begin Ch. 10   
  Ch. 5








Hand in Reading Journal


11


Unit III: Ch.9


Quiz: Ch. 10/Begin Ch. 11



12


Unit IV: Ch 10 

Quiz: Ch. 11/Begin Ch. 12
Ch. 6




Reading Exam # 3
13


Unit IV: Ch. 11

Quiz: Ch. 12/Begin Ch. 13

14


Unit IV: Ch 11

Quiz: Ch. 13/


Ch. 7

Begin Ch. 14









Hand in Reading Journal

15


Unit IV: Ch. 12 

Quiz: Ch. 15

16


FINAL READING EXAM
UNIT EXAM (Chs. 9-15)













