Austin Community College




Academic ESL Program

Fall  2007

Introduction to English Writing and Grammar

ESOL 0380,  Section  06992
                                     COMX 3080,  Section 88190
Instructor: Professor Leti;

Classroom: SAC #1205

Ms. Reveles, Leticia


Class Times: TTh 7:05 – 8:45 pm
Office Phone:
223-9207 / 9208
Office: SAC 1222
Home Phone: 371-1475

Office Hours: TTh 8:45 – 9:15 pm 

Email: lreveles2@aol.com



 and/or by appointment
Prerequisite: Placement in the course through the ESL assessment or Compass. This course can be repeated for up to 6 hours.

Required Materials:  

*Focus on Grammar 1 (2nd edition) by Schoenberg & Maurer

*Focus on Grammar 1 Workbook

*(Optional) Basic English Grammar (3rd edition) by Betty Azar.

*(Optional) Basic English Grammar: Workbook (3rd edition) by Betty Azar.

*Loose leaf Binder and Folder

*College-ruled Paper (Paper with thin lines)
   
*(Optional) Longman English Dictionary 

Course Description/ Course Rational: In this course, students will learn to use standard English grammar in writing paragraphs. Students work on developing effective simple and compound sentences and using them in their writing. Students are exposed to the modes of description and narration. This is the first course in a series designed to prepare ESL student to handle the writing tasks they will encounter in college-credit level courses and the workplace, and to pass the THEA.

Course Objectives/Outcomes: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to demonstrate the ability to do the following:

*write simple and compound sentences;

*identify fragments and run-on sentences;

*use prewriting strategies;
*format  and know parts of a paragraph;
*write effective descriptive and narrative paragraphs;

*do simple editing self and peer editing
*use basic punctuation and mechanics.

Grading: A grade of “C” or better is required to exit the course. If your instructor varies from these percentages, you will be notified.

  Participation ……………….....10%

  Lab…………………………....10%


  Writing Activities…………….10%


90 – 100% = A

  Essays………………………...20%


80 – 89%   = B

  Final Essay…………………...30%


70 – 79%   = C

  Grammar Tests……………….20%


60 – 69%   = D
  Grammar Quizzes……………10%

Passing on to HBWG: To pass on to the next level, you need the following:


            Grammar: An average of 70 on all tests and quizzes

  
Essays: A score of at least a 46 on your Final Essay

  
Discipline: A 70% average on homework, writing, and grammar lab work
        


       A 70% average on participation and other class work

In Progress (IP): To qualify for an IP, a student must complete 90% of the work for the course, do 90% of the homework, and attend 90% of classes. IP’s are for students who work hard, make progress, but still need to make more progress before going on to the next level.  It is not uncommon for students to repeat a level several times.

Attendance: As your contributions to this course are valued, it is important that you attend all of your classes. If you must be absent from class, it is your responsibility to find out what work and announcements about assignments, projects, and tests you missed.  If you are absent for more than 2 classes during these short summer sessions, this will adversely affect your grade, and it is up to the discretion of the instructor to drop you from the course. 

Participation & Class Work: We will work on building a cooperative learning community in which you will support each other in learning to write in English. Individual, pair, and group work will be an important part of this course. Thus, how well you work in a group and in pairs, as well as how well you do individually will be part of your participation grade. You will be expected to treat and listen to each other with respect and high expectations. Also, for the group to work well, it’s important that you come to class on time and be well-prepared with your writing folder, pens, books, and with any assignments due. Most importantly, please make your best efforts to be well-rested and well-nourished, so you can bring positive energy and a warm smile to class. 

Homework, Writing and Grammar Assignments, Quizzes, and Exams: For the group to work efficiently and for the individual students to make good progress, it’s important for homework, writing assignments, quizzes, and exams to be completed and turned in on time. Late work should be turned in as soon as possible to get full credit for assignments due. 10 % will be deducted for every class period an assignment, quiz, or test is late. Work handed in more than 2 classes late will not be accepted! Occasionally turning in an assignment late is not a problem. Habitually late work is a problem.

Rewrites, Additional Drafts, and Assignments Corrections: Work needs to be turned in the next class period and will not be accepted if it is more than 2 class periods late. 

Retesting and Redrafting: On any retesting, your first test will account for 50% of your grade, and a retest with be another 50%. The same is true for 2nd drafts. The first draft will account for 50% of your grade, and the second draft will count for another 50%.

Withdrawals: Students or instructors may initiate withdrawals any time before the official withdrawal deadline on July 31, Tues. When the instructor withdraws a student, a student may appeal the instructor’s withdrawal within 10 days after the written notification. (For more info. about withdrawals, see your Student Handbook, p.24.)

Academic Freedom: Each student is strongly encouraged to participate in class.  In any classroom situation that includes discussion and critical thinking, students are encouraged to disagree with each other and have disparate views on sensitive and volatile topics. It is my hope that these differences will enhance the class and create an atmosphere where students and instructors alike will be encouraged to think and learn.  Thus, your grade will not be adversely affected by any beliefs or ideas expressed in class or assignments. 

Academic and Personal Counseling Services: Each campus offers academic and personal counseling for students. If you are having a hard time focusing on or finding enough time to study, you may want to talk to a counselor to help you figure out how to best use your time.

Getting Help with English: Each campus offers Learning Labs where free tutoring and English Grammar Computer Programs are available for ESL students. 

Office of Students with Disabilities: Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities. Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the Office for Students with Disabilities up to three weeks before the start of the semester. 

Scholastic Dishonesty: Acts prohibited by the college for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work. Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research or self-expression. Your work must be your own. Paragraphs and compositions written by anyone other than you will not be corrected and can not be turned in to the instructor.

Food & Drinks: Bringing in closed containers of water or herbal tea is ok. However, ACC does not permit soft drinks, coffee, candy, gum, snacks, or food in the classroom.

Cell Phones and Pagers: As a courtesy to your classmates and your teacher, please turn cell phones and pagers off during class.

IntroWG 0380 Fall 2007 Schedule
(Subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.) 

The following is a general schedule of assignments. Specific Homework assignments will be made on a daily basis and written on the blackboard. Daily assignments must be prepared before coming to class!

FOG 1 = Focus on Grammar 1            
Week

FOG 1

     Writing Assignments

Paragraphs & Essays









  1     Grammar Diagnostic
     Wr. Act.1 Self-Intros
     
      
Diagnostic Essay
         Unit 1; Quiz 1










      


  2       Unit 2; Quiz 2

     Wr. Act. 2 Make Rules for your
        

           Test 1 Imperatives
 
          Family
  3       Unit 3; Quiz 3
     





Essay 1



           Unit 4; Quiz 4







           Unit 5; Quiz 5                        
        
  

         4       Unit 6; Quiz 6                        Wr. Act. 3

           Test 2 This is/are &

           Pronouns; Unit 7










       
       
  5       Quiz 7; Unit 8; Quiz 8            Wr. Act. 4
      
           Test 3 Be: Past
       


              






  6       Unit 9; Quiz 9



     
       

Essay 2
           Unit 10; Quiz 10
  



    

           Unit 11; Quiz 11




       
 
  7       Unit 12; Quiz 12

       Wr. Act 5


           Unit 13; Quiz 13


 

           Test 4 The Simple Present

  8       Unit 14; Quiz 14

       Wr. Act 6


      
      

           Unit 15; Quiz 15
           Unit 16; Quiz 16

  9       Test 5 The Present Prog.
        
      



Essay 3
           Unit 17; Quiz 17
           Unit 18; Quiz 18
  10     Unit 19; Quiz 19

        Wr. Act 7

      

           Unit 20; Quiz 20






           Test 6 Nouns, Adj., Articles
  11     Unit 21; Quiz 21

                       
      

           Unit 22; Quiz 22











           Unit 23; Quiz 23
  12     Test 7 The Simple Past
       Wr. Act. 8


 


     
        

           Unit 24; Quiz 24
           Unit 25; Quiz 25
 





  13     Unit 26; Quiz 26





             

           Test 8 There is/are 





Essay 4

           Unit 27; Quiz 27
  14     Unit 28; Quiz 28
           Unit 29; Quiz 29

       Wr. Act. 9
      
   

           Unit 30; Quiz 30

        
  15     Test 9 Comparisons





Final Essay 5
           Unit 31; Quiz 31
           Unit 32; Quiz 32

       

       

  16     Unit 33; Quiz 33

       Wr. Act. 10


                  

          Test 10 The Future

Homework: Homework will be due the first 5 minutes of class. Homework finished in class after the first 5 minutes will be counted as late. Late homework will be graded down 5%.  Homework handed in 2 class periods late will be graded down by 10%. Homework late more than two class periods will not be accepted.

Rewrite, Retests, Second Drafts: All retesting will be done the next class period. All rewrites & second drafts will be due the next class period and will be accepted no later than two class periods after the assignment was handed back to you. 

Bonus Points: Each extra grammar chapter and quiz that you complete will provide you with an additional bonus point that will be added to your final grammar grade.  Also, see me about doing additional writing assignments for additional writing bonus points.

To go on to HBWG: To go on to the next  level, you must pass the grammar part of this course with a 70%; you must pass the Final Essay with a score of 72%, and you must have at least a 70% on all other assignments, homework, attendance, and participation.  Even “good” students who do all the work and make a lot of progress on their writing and grammar, will sometimes have to repeat this course before being ready to go on to the next level.

Student Signature: ____________________


Date: _________________

Teacher Signature: ____________________


Date: _________________

