



Introduction
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Six new international students are headed to Austin! 
For this project, you will be helping one of these students learn about life in Austin. You will be writing two letters as well as planning some fun events for the new student. You will create an itinerary (schedule) that covers a two-week period during which you show the newcomer around Austin. Get ready to practice your writing and grammar skills and to learn more about Austin!

The Task 

In order to help the new student who is moving to Austin, you will be participating in three tasks:
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 You will write a letter to the newcomer about your own first experiences in Austin. What were some things that happened to you when you first came to Austin? How did you get registered at ACC and sign up for classes? Did you have any problems? How did you solve them? You will be describing several of your own experiences in a letter to the new student. 
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 You will write a second letter offering advice to the new student. Think of things you wish you had known before. What you would recommend to a new student who is moving to Austin? Do you have suggestions about life in Austin or about attending ACC?
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 Finally, you will prepare an itinerary for a two-week period in which you show the new student around Austin. Where can you take the newcomer? You will work in groups for this part of the project, and each team member will be responsible for choosing and describing some interesting places to go or some fun events to participate in around Austin. 

The Process 
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 Part 1: The First Letter 

Prepare a letter to the new student describing your first experiences in Austin and your experiences in applying to ACC and starting your classes. Think of your first few weeks in Austin and the kinds of things that happened to you. Your letter should include at least 3 personal experiences in Austin as well as at least 3 experiences at ACC. The letter should be 150-200 words.

Grammar Review: past tense, present perfect, present perfect continuous

5 steps for preparing your letter of experiences:

1. Brainstorm. Make a list of experiences you would like to describe. Ex. Finding a place to live, your first day in Austin, getting lost, getting telephone service, buying a car, making a new friend, getting registered at ACC, taking assessment tests, attending your first class, etc. 

2. Outline. Determine a logical order for your letter. This letter will most likely be in chronological order (order of time). 

3. Format. Begin your letter with the date on the right and then a salutation (ex. Dear Shahriar, ), write the body of the letter, and end with a closing (ex. Sincerely, Ana ). 

4. Revise. Check your letter to make sure you have included the necessary information (6 experiences in all) and that your use of tense is correct. Be sure to use past tense for events in the past. Read your letter carefully and check for any grammatical or spelling [image: image14.png]S



errors. Edit your letter and rewrite. 

5. Write. Create your final draft from your revisions. 
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 Part 2: The Second Letter 
Prepare a letter offering the new student some advice for when he/she first comes to Austin . Think of things about living in Austin (or in the United States ) that you wish you had known. Also think of your experiences at ACC and how you could make things easier for a new student by offering advice. Your letter should include at least 2 pieces of advice for living in Austin or the United States and 2 pieces of advice for studying at ACC. This letter should be around 100-150 words. 

Grammar Review: Subjunctive mood (looks like uninflected form of verb: I suggest that you, I recommend that you, I would advise that you … , etc.) Suggestions with infinitive and gerund: I advise you to arrive early. I recommend researching the possibilities before buying a car. Using present tense and future aspect (Ex. When you come to Austin , you might find that strangers often say “hello.” You will get used to this soon. I recommend that you simply answer “hello” back. )

5 Steps for preparing your letter of advice: 

1. Brainstorm. Make a list of advice that you would offer a newcomer to Austin . Think of things about life in Austin as well as getting started at ACC that you would advise a newcomer about. 

2. Outline. Determine a logical order for your letter. Consider offering advice in terms of category (life advice and then college advice, for example), or in order of importance (least to most or most to least), or in order of significance (small things to bigger things), or in any other logical order that you determine. 

3. Format. Begin your letter with the date on the right and then a salutation (ex. Dear Ngia, ), write the body of the letter, and end with a closing (ex. Sincerely, Mi-Young ). 

4. Revise. Check your letter to make sure you have included the necessary information (4 pieces of advice in all) and that your use of tense is correct. Check your use of present and future and check your verb forms when you give advice/recommendations/suggestions. Read your letter carefully and check for any grammatical or spelling errors. Edit your letter and rewrite. 

5. Write. Create your final draft from your revisions. 
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 Part 3: A Descriptive Itinerary
As a group, prepare an itinerary (schedule) for a two-week period in which you will show the new student several places to go and fun events to participate in around Austin. Each member of the group will be responsible for choosing and describing three places/events. You will create a timeline (calendar), a paragraph describing your plans, and short descriptions (80-100 words) of each place or event. 

Grammar Review: Present tense for descriptions. Future aspect.

6 Steps for Preparing the Descriptive Itinerary: 
1. In your groups, divide up the possible places and events so that each group member has 3 places/events to describe. To ensure variety, you must include at least one of each of the [image: image15.png]


following in your group list: 

· restaurant (any good place to eat) 

· outdoor activity (sporting event, outdoor festival, water activity, etc.) 

· cultural event (museum, festival, art exhibit, poetry reading, concert) 

· tourist attraction (a place visitors would enjoy) 

· shopping event (fun place to shop) 

The rest can be place or events of your choice. We will talk about things to do in Austin in class. Work together to determine how you will fit all the events into a two-week period. Chart out a timeline or calendar of events. You will turn in your timeline/calendar. 

Ex. Sunday (day 1): Austin Zoo (afternoon); Mother's Café (dinner)
    Monday (day 2): Visit the Austin State Capitol and take a guided tour, etc.

2. Read about the places and events that you have chosen. Use the Austin Chronicle, the Internet, or newspaper/magazine articles to learn about the places you have chosen. As you read, carefully take notes about each place/event.

3. Use your notes to write a description (80-100 words) in your own words of each place or activity. 

4. Revise: check your wording and grammar carefully to make sure your description makes sense, is detailed, and is grammatically correct.

5. With your group, write a paragraph outlining the calendar of events. (Ex. We have planned out a busy and fun week for you. On Sunday, Day 1, we will spend the afternoon at the Austin Zoo. In the evening, we will have dinner at Mother's Café and listen to live classical guitar music. On Monday, we will …) This paragraph, using future tense, will simply provide your new friend with an outline of events that she/he will participate in. 

6. Collect all of your descriptions of events. Each description should be on a separate page. Put these in the order that they will take place, and place your paragraph outlining the calendar of events on top. You will turn in your timeline or calendar, your group paragraph, and all of your individual descriptions. Each member of the group will get the same grade for this project. 
Resources
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 Resources for Learning about Austin

http://www.austinwebpage.com/tourists.htm       Tourist Attractions in Austin

http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/parks/default.htm    
 Austin Parks
http://austin.about.com/od/austinattractions/   
 Attractions around Austin
http://www.austinmuseums.org/                
  Austin Museums
http://www.austintexas.org/index.php

  Austin Convention and Visitors Bureau
http://www.austinchronicle.com/

  Austin Chronicle
Evaluation

You will receive an individual grade for each of the two letters that you submit, and you will receive a group grade for the descriptive itinerary.

Assessment Criteria 
	Criteria for Letter of Experiences 
	Possible 
Score 
	Your 
Score 

	CONTENT: letter contains date, salutation, body, and closing; letter includes 6 experiences; length is 150-200 words; experiences are detailed enough to be understood 

	  
40 
	  

	ORGANIZATION of DETAILS: experiences are described in a logical order 

	10 
	  

	VOCABULARY: correct choice and form of word is used 

	10 
	  

	GRAMMAR: tenses are used correctly; other grammatical elements are correct (word order, articles, etc.) 

	35 
	  

	MECHANICS: punctuation and capitalization are correct 

	  5 
	  


	Criteria for Letter of Advice 
Possible 
Score 
Your 
Score 
CONTENT: letter contains date, salutation, body, and closing; letter includes 4 pieces of advice; length is 100-150 words; each piece of advice is detailed enough to be understood 

  
40 
  
ORGANIZATION of DETAILS: the advice is offered in a logical order 

10 
  
VOCABULARY: correct choice and form of word is used 

10 
  
GRAMMAR: tenses/mood are used correctly; other grammatical elements are correct (word order, articles, etc.) 

35 
  
MECHANICS: punctuation and capitalization are correct 

  5 
  
  

Criteria for Descriptive Itinerary 
Possible 
Score 
Your 
Score 
CONTENT: your folder contains a timeline, a paragraph describing the timeline, and 3 descriptions of events for each student in the group. Descriptions are 80-100 words each. Descriptions are detailed enough to give a clear picture of the place or event. 

  
40 
  
ORGANIZATION of DETAILS: your folder contains the assignments in the correct order; your paragraph describes the itinerary in the correct order. 

10 
  
VOCABULARY: correct choice and form of word is used 

10 
  
GRAMMAR: tenses are used correctly; other grammatical elements are correct (word order, articles, etc.) 

35 
  
MECHANICS: punctuation and capitalization are correct 

  5 
  
 OVERALL GRADE 
Letter of Experience: 25%
Letter of Advice: 25%
Group Work (Descriptive Itinerary): 50% 
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Conclusion

After completing this project, you will have practiced several skills: 
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 Writing letters to a specific audience for a specific purpose 
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 Working as a team to prepare a project
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 Writing descriptions of places and events for a specific audience
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 Applying the grammar you have learned to your writing

And, of course, you will have learned more about the wonderful city of Austin!
And, hopefully, after you have completed this project, you will agree that ... Austin rulz!
