Spring 2012
GEOG 1301: INTRODUCTION TO PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY

(Synonym 45407 & Section 001)

INSTRUCTOR


Don Jonsson

Office:
Northridge Campus, Building 3000, Office 3150
Office Hours: MWF 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. & TTh 2:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Phone:
(512) 223-4051 (leave message)

e-mail:
djonsson@austincc.edu
Web Page:  austincc.edu/djonsson

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course introduces the student to an area of study that brings together and interrelates the important elements of the physical environment of humans.  The nature and characteristics of the physical environment, their development and distribution are emphasized

REQUIRED TEXTS/MATERIALS

McKnight’s Physical Geography: A Landscape Appreciation, 10th  Edition, Darrel Hess & Dennis Tasa, 2011
INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY

Standard lecture format following assigned chapters in book with notes on chalk/marker board, overhead transparencies, power point, and videos
COURSE RATIONALE

GEOG 1301: Introduction to Physical Geography is designed to:

*provide students with a basic knowledge of the Earth’s environment and its components and the interrelations among the various environmental elements

*provide a general education that assists students to think critically and to apply the basic knowledge, skills, and principles of physical geography to everyday life and their chosen careers

*prepare students for transfer and success in a baccalaureate degree granting institution

COURSE OBJECTIVES

By the end of this course the student will:


*be able to describe what Geography and Physical Geography are

*understand the physical principles and processes governing the circulation and characteristics of the atmosphere and climates on Earth

*understand the principals of geomorphology and the processes that shape the landscape

*understand the distribution and dynamics of organisms and their environments

*understand the directional and locational systems employed on the surface of the Earth and to use and analyze maps

COURSE EVALUATION/GRADING SYSTEM

QUIZZES (10%)
EXAM 1: Geological Time Scale & Maps (15%) – Thursday, January 26
EXAM 2: Geomorphology (15%) – Thursday, February 23
EXAM 3: Climatology (15%) – Tuesday, April 3
EXAM 4: Biogeography (15%) – Thursday, May 3
FINAL EXAM:Physical Geography Summation (30%) – Thursday, May 10
*Exam format is multiple choice
*Scantron form #882-E required for exams
*25 questions on Exams 1 – 4
*50 questions on Final Exam
*Final Exam is comprehensive
*Study Guide provided for Final Exam
EXAM MAKE-UPS:

If you miss an exam – for whatever reason – you need to contact Professor as soon as possible to make arrangements to take the exam

Grading Curve:

A = 90 & above

B = 70-89

C = 50-69

F = below 50

COURSE POLICIES

Attendance Policy:


Class attendance is required

You need to get to class on time


Also – turn off all phones during class

Withdrawal Policy:

Last day to withdraw from class is MONDAY, APRIL 23, 2012
It is the student’s responsibility to withdraw from the class

6 Withdrawal Limit (“6 W Rule”) – students may withdraw from only 6 courses as undergraduate student.  Withdrawals follow students to other colleges and universities in Texas

No Incompletes!

Discipline:

“Acts prohibited by the college for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, and unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work.  Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research, or self-expression.  Academic work is
defined as, but not limited to exams, tests, quizzes, whether taken electronically or on paper; projects, either individual or group; classroom presentations, and homework.”
AVOID THE APPEARANCE OF CHEATING DURING EXAMS
No talking


Look at your own paper
Remove all notes and books from the top of the table or desk


No loose notes on the floor


Etc., etc., etc.

If you are caught cheating – automatic “0” for that exam

Students with Disabilities:

“Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities.  Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the Office for Students with Disabilities on the campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes.  Students are encouraged to do this three weeks before the start of the semester.”

Academic Freedom:

“Each student is strongly encouraged to participate in class discussions.  In any classroom situation that includes discussion and critical thinking, there are bound to be many differing viewpoints.  Students may not only disagree with each other at times, but the students and instructor may also find that they have differing views on sensitive and volatile topics.  It is my hope that these differences will enhance class discussion and create an atmosphere where students and instructor alike will be encouraged to think and learn.  Therefore, be assured that your grades will not be adversely affected by any beliefs or ideas expressed in class or in assignments.  Rather, we will all respect the views of others when expressed in classroom discussions.”
COURSE OUTLINE/CALENDAR

Tuesday, January 17


Introduction
Thursday, January 19


Geological Time Scale
Tuesday, January 24


Maps (Chapter 2 & Appendix II)
Thursday, January 26


EXAM I: Geological Time Scale & Maps
Tuesday, January 31


Plate Tectonics (Chapter 14)
Thursday, February 2


Earthquakes (Chapter 14)

Tuesday, February 7


Volcanoes (Chapter 14)
Thursday, February 9
Stream Processes (Chapter 16)
Tuesday, February 14
Stream Processes (Chapter 16)

Thursday, February 16


Coastal Processes (Ch. 20) & Mass Movement (Ch. 15)
Tuesday, February 21


Karst Topography (Ch. 17) & Glacial Processes (Ch. 19)
Thursday, February 23
EXAM 2: Geomorphology


Tuesday, February 28
Midlatitude Cyclones (Chapter 7)

Thursday, March 1
Tropical Cyclones (Chapter 7)
Tuesday, March 6
Tornadoes (Chapter 7)

Thursday, March 8
Thunderstorms (Chapter 7)
March 12-18
Spring Break!
Tuesday, March 20
Earth-Sun Relations (Chapter 1)
Thursday, March 22
Wind (Chapter 5)

Tuesday, March 27


Rain Shadow Effect & Ocean Currents (Chapters 3, 4, & 6)
Thursday, March 29
Maritime & Continental Climates, Koppen Climate Classification, & Climographs (Chapters 4 & 8)

Tuesday, April 3



EXAM 3: Climatology
Thursday, April 5



Biogeography (Chapters 10 & 11)
Tuesday, April 10


Biogeography (Chapters 10 & 11)

Thursday, April 12


Biomes (Chapter 11)
Tuesday, April 17


Biomes (Chapter 11)
Thursday, April 19


Biomes (Chapter 11)

Tuesday, April 24


Biomes (Chapter 11)

Thursday, April 26


Zoogeography (Chapter 11)
Tuesday, May 1



Zoogeography (Chapter 11)

Thursday, May 3


EXAM 4: Biogeography
Tuesday, May 8



Review for Final Exam
Thursday, May 10


FINAL EXAM (Comprehensive)
