Spring 2012
DIL/ONL
GEOG 1301: INTRODUCTION TO PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY

(Synonym 49152 & Section 008)

INSTRUCTOR


Don Jonsson

Office:
Northridge Campus, Building 3000, Office 3150
Office Hours: MWF 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. & TTh 2:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Phone:
(512) 223-4051 (leave message)

e-mail:
djonsson@austincc.edu
Web Page:  austincc.edu/djonsson

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course introduces the student to an area of study that brings together and interrelates the important elements of the physical environment of humans.  The nature and characteristics of the physical environment, their development and distribution are emphasized

REQUIRED TEXTS/MATERIALS

McKnight’s Physical Geography: A Landscape Appreciation, 10th  Edition, Darrel Hess & Dennis Tasa, 2011
COURSE RATIONALE

GEOG 1301: Introduction to Physical Geography is designed to:

*provide students with a basic knowledge of the Earth’s environment and its components and the interrelations among the various environmental elements

*provide a general education that assists students to think critically and to apply the basic knowledge, skills, and principles of physical geography to everyday life and their chosen careers

*prepare students for transfer and success in a baccalaureate degree granting institution

COURSE OBJECTIVES

By the end of this course the student will:


*be able to describe what Geography and Physical Geography are

*understand the physical principles and processes governing the circulation and characteristics of the atmosphere and climates on Earth

*understand the principals of geomorphology and the processes that shape the landscape

*understand the distribution and dynamics of organisms and their environments

*understand the directional and locational systems employed on the surface of the Earth and to use and analyze maps

COURSE EVALUATION/GRADING SYSTEM
EXAM 1: Geological Time Scale & Maps (15%)
EXAM 2: Geomorphology (15%)
EXAM 3: Climatology (15%)
EXAM 4: Biogeography (15%)
FINAL EXAM: Physical Geography Summation (40%)
*Exam format is multiple choice
*25 questions on Exams 1 – 4
*50 questions on Final Exam
*Final Exam is comprehensive
*Study Guide provided for Final Exam
*Exams 1 – 4 and Final Exam are available at all ACC Testing Centers

*Be sure to take ACC Photo ID and a #2 pencil to the testing center

*Scantron is provided by the testing center

*Hours and telephone numbers for ACC Testing Centers can be found at www.austincc.edu/testctr
*All exams must be completed by Thursday, May 10, 2012
Grading Curve:
A = 90 & above

B = 70-89

C = 50-69

F = below 50

COURSE POLICIES

Withdrawal Policy:

Last day to withdraw from class is MONDAY, APRIL 23, 2012
It is the student’s responsibility to withdraw from the class

6 Withdrawal Limit (“6 W Rule”) – students may withdraw from only 6 courses as undergraduate student.  Withdrawals follow students to other colleges and universities in Texas.  Keep this rule in mind when you consider withdrawing from college courses
No Incompletes!

