Spring 2010
OPC/PCM

12 Week

GEOG 1302: INTRODUCTION TO CULTURAL GEOGRAPHY

(Synonym 03421 & Section 008)
INSTRUCTOR

Don Jonsson

Office:
Northridge Campus, Building 3000, Office 3150
Office Hours:
Monday & Wednesday 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Tuesday & Thursday 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.


Friday 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Phone:
(512) 223-4051 (leave message)

e-mail:
donjonsson@yahoo.com 
Web Page:  austincc.edu/djonsson 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course explores how humans create “places” through culture and their adaptation to the physical environment.  Formal and functional aspects of spatial decision making are stressed

REQUIRED TEXTS/MATERIALS

The Human Mosaic: A Cultural Approach to Human Geography by Mona Domosh, Roderick P. Neumann, Patricia L. Price, & Terry G. Jordan-Bychkov, 11th Edition, 2010
COURSE RATIONALE

Introduction to Cultural Geography is designed to provide students with an understanding of the spatial distributions of cultures and the processes that led to these distributions.  This understanding will allow students to apply general geographic knowledge and skills to their chosen careers, to apply the course towards an associate degree at Austin Community College, and to prepare them for success in upper division courses in Geography at other institutions

COURSE OBJECTIVES

By the end of this course the student will:


*be able to describe what Geography and Cultural Geography are


*understand the importance of geographic tools and philosophy


*understand the central processes determining places


*understand the basics of human-environmental interaction

COURSE EVALUATION/GRADING SYSTEM
EXAM 1: Welcome to Cultural Geography! (15%)
EXAM 2: Religion (15%)
EXAM 3: Ethnicity (15%)
EXAM 4: Language (15%)

FINAL EXAM: Cultural Geography Summation (40%)

*Exam format is multiple choice
*25 questions on Exams 1 - 4
*50 questions on Final Exam

*Final Exam is comprehensive

*Study Guide provided for Final Exam

*Exams 1 – 4 and Final Exam are available at all ACC Testing Centers

*Be sure to take a #2 pencil to the testing center

*Scantron is provided by the testing center

*Hours and telephone numbers for ACC Testing Centers can be found at www.austincc.edu/testctr
*All exams must be completed by Wednesday, May 12, 2010
Extra Credit (Optional) – Cultural Geography Slide Show

* Ten (10) points added to your final average

*The extra credit slide show can be any topic in Cultural Geography – religions, ethnic groups,

languages, folk or pop cultures, foods, clothing, music, traditional holidays or celebrations, architecture, art, regional conflicts, etc.
*Send as an attachment via e-mail or you may post extra credit on a web page, MySpace, or  Facebook site - send viewing/downloading information to me 
*Must be typed


*No cut-off margins


*Only one (1) extra credit paper may be submitted per submission

*Extra Credit papers with errors may be corrected and resubmitted for full credit – provided there


is sufficient time before the last day of class


*No more than ten (10) points of extra credit is available


*Extra Credit can be submitted until the last day of class (Wednesday, May 12, 2010)


*Extra Credit Slide Show presentation:



*Ten (10) photos with a one (1) paragraph description for each photo



Only ten (10) photos – no more and no less!




Only one (1) paragraph for each photo – no more and no less!



*Photos can be from a personal vacation or road trip




Select your ten (10) favorite photos



*Photos may be downloaded from the internet




This is a topic of interest to you – a virtual vacation or road trip



Must be cultural!



*Slide Show must be a topic in Cultural Geography
Grading Curve:

A = 90 & above

B = 70-89

C = 50-69

F = below 50

COURSE POLICIES

Withdrawal Policy:

Last day to withdraw from class is MONDAY, APRIL 26, 2010
It is the student’s responsibility to withdraw from the class

6 Withdrawal Limit (“6 W Rule”) – students may withdraw from only 6 courses (classes) as undergraduate student.  Withdrawals follow students to other colleges and universities in Texas. Keep this rule in mind when you consider withdrawing from college courses

