Spring 2012
GEOG 1303: WORLD AND REGIONAL GEOGRAPHY

(Synonym 45426 & Section 008)
INSTRUCTOR

Don Jonsson

Office:
Northridge Campus, Building 3000, Office 3150
Office Hours: MWF 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. & TTh 2:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Phone:
(512) 223-4051 (leave message)

e-mail:
djonsson@austincc.edu
Web Page:  austincc.edu/djonsson

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course focuses on the culture and physical environments of the world’s geographic regions.  It is both a survey course and an introduction to the discipline of Geography

BOOK (Not Required)
Geography: Realms, Regions, and Concepts, 15th Edition, H.J. de Blij, Peter O. Muller, and Jan Nijman, 2012
INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY

Standard lecture format following class notes with additional information and discussion from power point, overhead transparencies, videos, DVDs, chalk or marker board, and significant current events that may occur during the semester
COURSE RATIONALE
World and Regional Geography (GEOG 1303) is designed to provide the students with the basic knowledge and skills that will prepare them for transfer and success in a baccalaureate degree granting institution and to provide students with a basic knowledge of Geography so as to enhance their everyday life and their chosen careers

COURSE OBJECTIVES

By the end of this course the student will:


*be able to describe what Geography and World Geography are


*be able to locate and define the major cultural regions of the world


*be able to locate and define the major physical regions of the world

*be able to briefly explain major historical events and the impact of these on World Geography

*be able to describe and know the location and distribution of various economic systems

COURSE EVALUATION/GRADING SYSTEM
QUIZZES (10%)

EXAM 1: “The Americas” (15%) – February 17
EXAM 2: “Eurasia” (15%) – March 9
EXAM 3: “Asia” (15%) – April 13
EXAM 4: “Africa & Oceania” (15%) – May 4
FINAL EXAM: “The World” (30%) – May 11
*Exam format is multiple choice
*Scantron form #882-E required for exams

*25 questions on Exams 1 - 4
*50 questions on Final Exam
*Final Exam is comprehensive

*Study Guide provided for Final Exam
EXAM MAKE-UPS:

If you miss an exam – for whatever reason – you need to contact Professor as soon as possible to make arrangements to take the exam

Grading Curve:

A = 90 & above

B = 70-89

C = 50-69

F = below 50

COURSE POLICIES

Attendance Policy:


Class attendance is required


You need to get to class on time


Also – please turn off all phones during class
Withdrawal Policy:

Last day to withdraw from class is MONDAY, APRIL 23, 2012
It is the student’s responsibility to withdraw from the class

6 Withdrawal Limit (“6 W Rule”) – students may withdraw from only 6 courses as undergraduate student.  Withdrawals follow students to other colleges and universities in Texas

Keep this rule in mind when you consider withdrawing from college courses
No Incompletes!
Discipline:

“Acts prohibited by the college for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, and unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work.  Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research, or self-expression.  Academic work is defined as, but not limited to exams, tests, quizzes, whether taken electronically or on paper; projects, either individual or group; classroom presentations, and homework.”
AVOID THE APPEARANCE OF CHEATING DURING EXAMS


No talking
Look at your own paper


Remove all notes and books from the top of the table or desk


No loose notes on the floor


Etc., etc., etc.

If you are caught cheating – automatic “0” for that exam

Students with Disabilities:

“Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities.  Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the Office for Students with Disabilities on the campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes.  Students are encouraged to do this three weeks before the start of the semester.”

Academic Freedom:

“Each student is strongly encouraged to participate in class discussions.  In any classroom situation that includes discussion and critical thinking, there are bound to be many differing viewpoints.  Students may not only disagree with each other at times, but the students and instructor may also find that they have differing views on sensitive and volatile topics.  It is my hope that these differences will enhance class discussion and create an atmosphere where students and instructor alike will be encouraged to think and learn.  Therefore, be assured that your grades will not be adversely affected by any beliefs or ideas expressed in class or in assignments.  Rather, we will all respect the views of others when expressed in classroom discussions.”
COURSE OUTLINE/CALENDAR
January 20

Introduction/North America (Chapter 3)
January 27

North America (Chapter 3)
February 3

Middle America (Chapter 4)
February 10

South America (Chapter 5)
February 17

EXAM 1: “The Americas”
February 24

Europe (Chapter 1)
March 2


Russia (Chapter 2)
March 9

EXAM 2: “Eurasia”
March 12-18

Spring Break!
March 23

North Africa & Southwest Asia (Chapter 7)
March 30

South Asia (Chapter 8)
April 6


East Asia (Chapter 9)/Southeast Asia (Chapter 10)
April 13


EXAM 3: “Asia”
April 20


Subsaharan Africa (Chapter 6)
April 27


Australia & New Zealand (Chapter 11)/Pacific Realm (Chapter 12)
May 4


EXAM 4: “Africa & Oceania”
May 11


Review for Final Exam/FINAL EXAM: “The World”
