	AACC Preview of the New Congress


January 6, 2011

Dear Colleague:

The 111th Congress, which finished its work just before the end of the year, enacted a series of bills that positively impact community colleges and their students. Chief among this legislation was a dramatic increase in the Pell Grant maximum, a greatly improved higher education tax credit (the American Opportunity Tax Credit), significant education funding to states in the form of “stabilization funds,” and an array of job training grant opportunities, including the $2 billion Community College and Career Training Grant Program. Community college educators know that these expenditures represent solid investments in America’s future.

AACC has prepared a document, Community Colleges and Congress: Ten Issues for 2011, which summarizes the 10 key issues that Congress, along with the executive branch and higher education policy experts, have focused on over the last two years, with an eye toward what may be expected in these areas in the months to come. Obviously, the November elections dramatically changed the political calculus in Washington, but to what end is not at all clear. At the direction of its board of directors, the American Association of Community Colleges (AACC) has encouraged its members to educate new legislators on the role that the federal government plays in helping community colleges fulfill their missions. This role starts with ensuring that everyone who wants to attend a community college can afford to do so.

AACC is active on many policy issues, and this summary highlights only some of them. Hopefully, it provides a meaningful overview of critical issues facing the nation’s community colleges in this new year and beyond. As you can see, we have many challenges and opportunities.


Sincerely,

Walter Bumphus
President and CEO
