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	Health-Care Repeal Bill Would Also Eliminate Community College and Career Training Program


January 7, 2011

 

As one of their first orders of business in the new Congress, the Republican majority in the U.S. House of Representatives is planning to vote next week on legislation to repeal the health-care reform legislation enacted last year. The Repealing the Job-Killing Health Care Law Act (H.R. 2) is a one-page bill that repeals the main health-care bill and the health-care items in the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act, a separate measure.

 

The $2 billion in funding for the Community College and Career Training Program was included in the health-care reform section of the reconciliation bill (because it was funded by the health-care writing committees) and thus would be eliminated by H.R. 2. Provisions in the reconciliation bill that ended the bank-based student loan program and applied the resulting savings to the Pell Grant program and other programs would not be affected.

 

H.R. 2 is expected to pass the House, but it is extremely unlikely to pass the Democrat-controlled Senate and would certainly face a presidential veto if it somehow did.

 

AACC has written to the House of Representatives and urged it not to reduce funding for community colleges in this legislation. You may want to do so as well, emphasizing the important role that community colleges play in delivering needed job training and noting that our institutions are counting on this funding. But please be aware that those who will be voting for this legislation will generally not be actively choosing to de-fund community colleges—they will be acting on the health-care provisions. If you are not familiar with your new representatives and wish to contact them, please visit the AACC website for assistance.

 

For more information, contact David Baime (ext. 224), senior vice president for government relations and research, or Jim Hermes (ext. 216), director of government relations.

 

Thank you for your engagement on this issue.

 

Sincerely,
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Walter G. Bumphus

CEO and President



	


