EMS Professions
Information Session

Welcome to the EMS Programs information session. This presentation
session will cover basic information about the advanced level Emergency
Medical Professional and the role of the Paramedic and EMT-Intermediate in
the health care team. Program application and admissions processes and
resources for applicants will also be discussed. We thank you for seeking
information about the EMS Professions and our EMS Professions program
here at Austin Community College. ACC offers an Associate of Applied
Science Degree and a level Il Certificates for Paramedic . In addition, we offer
a level one certificate for EMT Intermediate. You can obtain the EMSP
certificate and degree plans from the ACC catalog, in print and online, from the
Health Sciences information office, and from the EMSP website. We
recommend that you have a copy of the certificate or degree plan you are
pursuing while viewing this presentation. Significant information will be
provided on the slides and in the audio narrative. You may want to view this
presentation several times to ensure that you have all the information you
need to apply for admission to an EMSP program.



Objectives

——

» Upon completion of this information
session you should be able to:

— Define/Describe Paramedicine

— List requirements for being admitted into the
EMS Professions Program

— Submit all necessary documents for
admission

At the end of this information session, you will complete an assessment to
assure that you have achieved the objectives of this presentation. Please note
that the application process is the same for the AAS degree program and the
Level | and Level Il certificate program for Paramedic and EMT Intermediate.



Content

« Whatis EMS Professions (Paramedicine)
» The EMS Professions Program at ACC
» Program Accreditation

« Paramedic Licensure and Paramedic and EMT-I
certification

* Requirements

» Technical Standards

» Personal Factors

» The application Process

» Admission to the Program

Detailed information on topics covered in this presentation can be obtained by
clicking on the links to the left of these slides. If you have questions during the
presentation, click on the pause button at the bottom of the slide, write down
your question, and then check the frequently asked questions section on the
EMSP website or speak to the health sciences information specialist for
answers. Contact information for health sciences and the EMSP program is
found at the end of this presentation.

We will review the information listed here in detail in the upcoming slides.



The Paramedic is an integral part of the health care team and is responsible
for the health and safety of the patients in their care during an emergency
situation. The paramedic works typically in the out-of-hospital environment on
an ambulance, fire apparatus, or aircraft. The profession carries an extremely
high level of responsibility as the paramedic makes critical assessment,
diagnostic and treatment decisions as the lead member of a team of
emergency responders. Thanks to television and extensive media coverage
during disasters, most people think of paramedics and EMTs as people who
simply pick up the sick and injured at the scene of an accident or disaster and
drive them to the hospital. The actual profession of EMS is far more
complicated and gratifying than the one aspect of patient transport. The
Paramedic is often the first medical professional in contact with the patient and
starts the process of assessment, diagnosis and treatment of the patient. This
is all done under the license and oversight of a physician, usually specially
trained to oversee an EMS system. This oversight is accomplished primarily in
an Aofflineo fashion in the ACC service
trained in the art and science of assessment, working diagnosis development,
and treatment of the urgent, emergent and minor care patient. In addition, the
paramedic can be found working in the clinical settings of interventional
radiology and imaging involving cardiology and gastroenterology. Many
paramedics work in the area of clinical research using their skills in drug
research and as emergency responders for these projects.



What is an EMS Professional?

R

« Paramedics are highly skilled professionals that
assess and treat sick and injured patients under
the direction of a physician
— Paramedics have extensive and direct patient contact

including working with patients with communicable
disease

— Paramedics work independently while performing
their examination and treatment of the patient within
the healthcare team

— Paramedics work in uncontrolled environments which
can be very dangerous

Paramedics are the highest level of licensure or certification for this area of study. They are
called paramedics and not EMTs or techs. The EMT-Intermediate is an interim level between
the basic EMT and the paramedic. This individual is considered a technician and specializes
in trauma care. Under current state rules, this level of certification allows for limited advanced
skills beyond the basic skills of the EMT.The paramedic works independently, usually in a
team of responders without a physician on the responding team. Although direct contact with a
base physician is available, most patient care is provided using standing orders or clinical
operating guidelines provided by the physician and used once the patient has been assessed
and a working diagnosis is established. Although every effortis made to preserve the safety of
the paramedic and their patients, the environmentin which the paramedic works can be
inherently dangerous and this danger must not be minimized when contemplating the decision
to enter into this profession. Dangers include those seen by any healthcare professional
working with patients suffering from disease, but also include the hazards created by working
in traffic, rescue operations, and violent scenes. Every effortis made by the ACC EMS
professions program to prepare the entering paramedic for these hazards through education,
training and awareness. The paramedic must be able to deal with patients in all types of
settings from busy streets to private homes. He or she must also be able to advocate for their
patient within the health care system and communicate well with family members and other
health care professionals to whom they are transferring care. In addition, the paramedic must
be able to work with other public safety agencies involved in the safety and rescue of patients
and be able to serve as team leaders in the coordination and execution of the medical aspect
of patient rescue.



EMS Professions at ACC

* A Degree in EMS
» A Certificate in Paramedic
* A Certificate in EMT-I

The ACC EMS Professions offers an Associate of Applied Science in EMS
Professions. This 68 credit hour program qualifies the graduate to take the
National Registry Exam for the Paramedic and qualifies for licensure as a
Paramedic in the state of Texas upon successful completion of National
Registry. The EMS Professions also offers a Paramedic Certificate for those
who already hold a degree in another area or prefer not to pursue an associate
degree at this time. This 45 credit hour program qualifies the graduate to take
the National Registry Exam for Paramedic and qualifies for certification as a
Paramedic in the state of Texas upon successful completion of National
Registry. The 21 credit hour EMT-I level | Certificate allows the student to exit
the Paramedic program after the second semester if they do not wish to
complete the program. It also qualifies the student to take the National
Registry Exam for EMT-1 85 curriculum and for certification as an EMT-I in the
state of Texas upon successful completion of National Registry. This interim
certificate is optional for Paramedic students.



All EMSP advanced courses are taught at the ACC Eastview Campus where the dedicated
EMS labs are housed. All courses are supplemented, some heavily, with online content, using
Bl ackboard, ACCb6s online platform. Al l EMSP stu
email account while in the program. In the dedicated EMS labs, students have access to the
latest in medical simulation technology as well as manikins used to practice specific patient
care skills such as Intravenous access, medication administration and advanced airway
management. Open lab practice times are available through the lab manager by appointment 5
days per week with some evening hours available. EMSP students are required to have a
variety of clinical experiences throughout their education. All clinical opportunities are provided
by local area services and hospitals and are managed and arranged by the EMSP clinical
coordinator. Clinical rotations are a challenging and critical learning experience for the new
EMS professional. Students provide patient assessments and care under the supervision of
EMS faculty and/or site preceptors. Clinical rotation assignments vary in availability during the
week and may occur on any weekday or time depending on the site. The student should be
prepared to experience their learning during non-traditional hours. The clinical experience
culminates with a practicum in the final semester. During this practicum, the student is
assigned to one Field Training Officer who will help the student to reach their outcome goals
and objectives. This practicum consists of 240 hours as a full member of an EMS crew at the
Austin Travis County Emergency Medical Services System.



