Case 3: Conflicts about Disability, Right to Refuse Treatment
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A Hmong child was born with a clubfoot. Doctors recommended an operation to reshape the foot so that the child would not grow up feeling embarrassed and would be able to walk without difficulty. 

The family believed that the foot was a blessing, a reward for ancestral hardships. Because the family believed "fixing" the foot would bring shame and punishment to the family and Hmong community, they refused treatment. 

The family went to the Supreme Court to defend their right to refuse treatment. They won.
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