Graduates of Foreign Nursing Schools

Nurses qualified outside the US who would like to practice as a registered nurse in the US must complete the Commission on Graduates of Foreign Nursing Schools (CGFNS) Certification Program . The Certification Program includes three parts:

Credentials review. Applicants must be a first-level, general nurse and must have graduated from a government-approved nursing program, which included at least two years general nursing training. Applicants must also be registered as a first-level general nurse ('registered' or 'professional' nurse) in their country. Nurses who specialized in one area without being educated and registered and/or licensed as a general nurse (e.g. midwife, pediatric nurse, psychiatric nurse) are not eligible.

Qualifying exam. Nurses whose credentials meet the CGFNS requirements can register to take the CGFNS Qualifying Exam, which measures basic knowledge in nursing. The exam is divided into two parts with a total of 260 questions. Applicants are given two hours and 30 minutes for Part 1, which includes 150 questions. After breaking for lunch, applicants are given one hour and 50 minutes to complete Part 2, consisting of 110 questions. 

Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL). Nurses educated in the UK, Ireland, Australia, New Zealand or Canada are exempt from this requirement. Applicants must apply directly to ETS in order to take the TOEFL exam. For information or an application, contact: Test of English as a Foreign Language, Educational Testing Service, P.O. Box 6151, Princeton, NJ 08541-6151 USA; telephone: (609) 771-7100; or e-mail: toefl@ets.org.

Foreign graduates who do not complete the CGFNS Certifying Program will be required to complete a nursing education program. 

