Orientation Information

I am scheduling two optional orientations for the course.  They probably will not go longer than 30-45 Minutes.  These may be helpful in that I may be able to answer any questions and go into more detail about the procedures used in this very difficult course.

They will be Tuesday, August 26, 5:30 PM and Wednesday August 27, 5:50 PM.  They will be held at my office:

Helin, Donovan, Trubee & Wilkinson, LLP

12301 Research Blvd., Bldg IV, Suite 180

Austin, TX 78759.

We are located in Research Park Plaza, on the southeast section of Oak Knoll and Highway 183.  There is a parking garage behind the building IV.  Use the covered walkway near the south end of the garage into building IV.  The door will be locked on Saturday, so we will meet outside the building between the parking garage and building.  There are some tables and a little picnic area where we can gather so we can all go inside at the same time.  Therefore, don’t be late.

I can fit about 15 people at once into the conference room.  Please, no children.  Also, send me an email regarding which one you may attend so I can keep count and control the size.  There are about 30 people registered, so if I find everyone wants to come on Saturday, I will break it out into two times.

If you don’t want to come to an orientation, let give you the following information about this course:

This course is not easy.  Lot’s of students complained last year that this course should not be provided in this format.  Many had valid points.  This class, or any PCM class, is not for all students.  They are popular because there is no class lecture, but this comes at a price.  The subject matter is difficult.  To read and comprehend requires strong analytical reading skills, a high level of discipline, and self motivation.  Also, a PCM course means you have strong computer skills.  You should be able to navigate the internet, be able to download files, save files and read files, use new software products without guidance, and communicate through email.  Software products that are required for this course include Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, Adobe Acrobat (PDF), and any tax return preparation software.  This course will require that you take online quizzes every week by logging into Blackboard.
My role is that of a course facilitator.  While I have strong computer skills, networking and computer maintenance is not my field.  I cannot troubleshoot any problems you have with the internet during the semester.  I will available to answer tax questions via email, or preferably through the discussion board that will available in Blackboard so the whole class can share in the communication.

I will look forward to meeting everyone during the orientations.

Wally Helin
