The project that I chose to do involved taking a look at developmental education. Developmental education is a hot topic at the national, state, and local levels, including Austin Community College. Dr. Kinslow, President of Austin Community College, is planning to add an associate vice president that will address needs of students in developmental and adult education. After visiting with my mentor, Dr. Richard Armenta, we decided that I should take a look at developmental education. Additionally, I have a personal interest in the position. I reviewed a number of documents: (1) “Testimony before the House Higher Education Committee: Developmental Education”, by Dr. Raymund Paredes, Commissioner of Higher Education (14 pages and a 20 page slide presentation); (2) “Developmental Education in Texas Higher Education: A Comparison of Policies and Practices”, by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board: Participation and Success Division (20 pages); “Adult Basic Education: Aligning Adult Basic Education and Postsecondary Education”, College For All Texans/Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board

(107 pages);”Developmental Mathematics: Texas Public Institutions of Higher Education (6 pages); “Developmental Education Subcommittee Report: A report to the Texas P-16 Council on Recommendations Produced FY 2005-2006, by the Texas Education Agency (22 pages); “Developmental Education Austin Community College: Developmental Math, Developmental Reading, Developmental Writing, and Writing Skills (20 pages). I reviewed several other smaller documents that I shall not name. 

I interviewed several professionals who are directly involved in developmental education: Dr. Hazel Ward, Dean of Communications (including developmental reading, writing, and study skills) at Austin Community College; Julie Wauchope, developmental reading associate professor and assistant department chair at Austin Community College; Ann Palmer, developmental writing professor at Austin Community College;  Stacey Thompson Stover, associate professor in developmental writing, and department chair in developmental writing at Austin Community College; Fidel Rodriquez, associate professor in the mathematics department, and department chair for mathematics and developmental mathematics at Austin Community College. I interviewed these professionals about the state of developmental education at the national, state, and local levels, including Austin Community College. All agreed that developmental education is a vital part of the education fabric in helping students get to where they need to be in preparation for college classes.

My review of the aforementioned resources and interviews covered a period of several weeks. I am still a bit undecided on what to do with this project, and how to maintain it. I benefited greatly from my research, and I am prepared to accept a position at some level in an educational setting relating to developmental education. While in the Dallas County Community College District, I taught developmental reading and writing, and in my role as Dean of Communications and Humanities at Cedar Valley College (DCCCD), developmental reading, writing, communication, and study skills were a part of the Communications and Humanities Division.

The other project that I was a part of had to with helping to plan the Texas Association of Black Personnel in Higher Education conference which was held here in Austin in March. I met with the organization every month for several months for two hours each time. During the conference, I helped with packet preparation, registration, chairing a session, and helping in any area needed. I serve as vice president of the local chapter. This is always a learning experience in getting to work with and meet new people. It is also an excellent opportunity to network.

