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Presentation Notes

Larry Estrada opened his remarks to conference attendees by stating: ¡Que viva la huelga! ¡Que viva Cesar Chávez! He referred back to his participation in union-organizer activities with the United Farm Workers in California. In 1968 he worked on Bobby Kennedy’s campaign. He currently campaigns for Barak Obama.

I. In previous years as is done currently, past immigrants have been used in the United States to oppose new immigrants from coming to America.

A. Tom Tamcrado descendent of Iris immigrants is a stanch anti-immigrant legislator in Washington. 

B. In the U.S. Mexico War Zachary Taylor and Winfield Scott oversaw troops of which two-thirds were Irish. The war would not have been won without the contribution of the Irish.

Comments today are from a paper based on Estrada’s book: Immigrant Voices of the Latino, Caribe, and the American Labor Movement.
II. The resurgence of American labor today is a result of the contribution of immigrant groups

A. U.S. labor movement has experienced drastic changes throughout the history of this country in the level of political tolerance to labor unions and pro-labor legislation as a response to patterns of global and national economic shifts.

B. Today economic shifts are felt throughout the world as the global economy has come to play the dominant role within most national economies.

C. Organization of labor within the U.S. is responding to these economic transitions and must adjust to the repercussions that the global market economy has on the life and roles of immigrants within the U.S. workforce.

III. Since the 1960’s the American work place has witnessed large influxes of immigrant laborers and the decline in numbers and power once attributed to American organized labor. 

IV. A debate exists whether immigrant labor has had debilitating effect on union propagation vs. the contention that immigrant labor has brought a new vitality and new revitalization to the workplace and labor organization.

A. Most prominent unions had exclusionary and possibly racist policies into the 1960’s and early 1970’s. African, Latino, and Asians could not be members.

B. Germans, English, and Irish immigrants had it somewhat easier because they come from Eastern and Western Europe and easily fit into the mold of labor organizations in the latter 19th and early 20th centuries.

C. During the same period in the U.S., Chinese, Japanese and Latino participation was restricted.

D. Vancouver, British Columbia happens to have the largest population of Chinese on the West Coast a result of migration of Chinese from Bellingham, Washington due to so-called Chinese riots. The riots grew out of community anti-immigrant fervor so the non-Chinese workers could place into the cannery jobs formerly held by the Chinese.

E. Vancouver also gained a larger number of Chinese when many emigrated from Hong Kong following the take over by Beijing. Today the Chinese population numbers at 1.2 million.

F. The IMF and WTO seek to remove tariff and other restrictions to encourage free flow of trade and globalization which in turn results in transference of jobs overseas causing controversy and political unrest.

G. Maquiladoras are another example of job loss wherein young labor willing to work for much less takes away jobs from laborers in another country. Juarez, Tijuana, Taiwan and Indonesia are examples.

V. Immigration Act of 1965: rise of new immigrant workforce and decline of organized labor

A. Ethnic membership in unions declines in 1960 from 30% to 9% in 2000.

B. During the same period immigrants from Mexico, Asia, and Central America rises to 24 million

C. Because of less well paying jobs in industries, immigrants are taking many black market jobs such as nannies, chauffeurs, gardeners, fix it man, etc – which are harder to organize by labor.

D. A challenge for union organizations exist in trying to achieve a safe and secure workplace for many of these workers in context to history where unions have been exclusionary or hostile.

E. In 1986, the AFLCIO supported sanctions on employers who hired undocumented immigrants.

F. In 1999, the AFLCIO shifted away from this position in efforts to attract undocumented workers.

VI. Immigrants are more difficult to organize even though they may have some experience in their country of origin with sindicatos much like the Irish, Germans, and Italians who had union-type knowledge.

A. Some workers are quite skilled in construction, plumbing, and other trades.

B. I take students to Michoacán and Morelia as a field experience.

C. PRD the leading socialist party has shown interest in organizing Latinos in the U.S.

D. Currently, immigrants are not accepting the oppressive measures visited in the past and unions are more willing to conduct outreach: bilingual pamphlets, Cinco de Mayo celebrations, etc. 

VII. Economics appears to be trumping racism in aspects of the American Labor movement.

