Discussion, Results and Answers 

1. What issues seem to stand out from the talks this morning?

What happens when an immigrant finishes college? (w/o SSN)

Negates the American dream, false hope

Write letters to Congressman, urging legislature to stem social problems created by not having a plan in place.

Illegal status-illegal job markets

Attend hearings, but act before conclusions are reached-work with staffers-they are the conduit of information-legislators

Support one another beyond this single-event conference how can this happen?

Involve faith-based organizations, churches, from catholic/perspective, allow others to see plot.

What is the reality/the truth of this dilemma?

Looking at social realities, examine collective thought, chip away at the issues/examine how we look at the date and what data is examined represented, revealed.

Social Consciousness 

Examine our own agendas in why we wish to confront these issues.

Educate for awareness of consequences, with out fear.

Teaching our children to take a stand, developing “ethical musculature” in today’s youth 

Seize educable moment, identify practices/rational? Defensible, just?

Practice stance and changing policy /law/education system

Long-term thinking count the cost.

Provoke individual response-individualize the situation

How bring undocumented student/workers cases before legislators for dialogue?

How create safe environment?

Follow up meeting with undocumented students and legislators/policymakers.

Historical perspective opens up window/ensures anti-immigration  nationalist, racist experiences.

Identity fears

Comment on how war merged ethnic groups in solidarity

Perception critical in examining centers of entering immigrants (individual and groups)

2. What actions might we take, as individuals, as groups?

3. What do we need to know more about?

1) Can illegal immigrants get a TDL?


No (acceptable ID)

2) ICE


Immigration, Custom, Enforcement

3) Confusion around 60+ types of legal visas 


challenges to proper triaging of law enforcement to interpret

4) Children with special needs


nothing in current laws to aid immigration

5) Total number of visas per year?


Mexico?


Legal immigration routes take 6+ years

6) What level of understanding exists among illegal immigrants?


Somewhat


Belief that laws will change and open new avenues to legal immigration


Hope that if they are law abiding, all will be ok

7) Unintended consequences of HB 1


Parents being ID’d on school campus


Data being shared with ICE?


Fear of institutions responsible for acculturation/assimilation.

8) Real ID act (Federal)


effect on Sr’s and other citizens


state’s filling for extention

9) Hx of immigration laws


increasingly restrictive


economic underpinnings


different attitudes toward Mexicans?


Immigration issues lend legitimacy to racism/classicm

10) Acculteration/Assimilation 


previous ‘waves” willing to relinquish cultural traditions


Latin immigrants holding on to customs


Catch-22 US demands accult. but denies access to the institutions which lead’s


Immigration to hold

11) National Mood


immigration reform is lacking strong national header


U.S. lacks full understanding of the economic relationship with Mexico


Higher education requires foreign language  with Liberal Arts majors but not


with business engineering, or other global degrees.


Equate dual language with vulnerable or inferiority society

12) Would dual language education change U.S. perceptions on immigration?


Texas may be unique in its tendency to cling to separate identities


May take several generations


Issue is really based in racist attitudes


Need more opportunities to interact with the world

13) Impacts


loss of human potential


perpetuation of negative attitudes

14) What can we do to remove barriers?


Include world influence in curriculum



World history



World literature


Forums to share information

14) Barriers (cont.)


continue to articulate the issue


advocate for comprehensive reform


reduce the polarity of the issue-Answer confrontation with education

15) Legislation/Answers


start at home


guard against unintended consequences


remind our reps. That this is a moral issue

4. What are the ethical dilemmas that challenge the community?

Students as “obvious targets”

Political realm-what if statistics are used against us?

Economic constraint-participation

Caution-message portrayed is not the same for all in Central Texas (Austin vs. suburban and outlying rural areas). False safety. Insensitive practices.

Economic forecasting of loss to economy by unemployability of educating students (cost benefit analysis)

Improve higher education through fully utilizing capacity of institutions to enroll students.

Individual basis-capturing testimony of individual, telling the story, e.g. “Principal coffee talks” community-organized town hall meetings- Acc examine visa policies

How many undocumented students are currently in our system/institution/organization?

Be drivers of the change in education and economy, future workplace-“Who will be taking care of us”?

Discussion evolved to juvenile incarceration/detention/fractured families/cycle of oppression.

Hopes to see views captured from the meeting today and another meeting planned with key stakeholders.

What information is needed?

Compendium/list of entities interested in immigration (Austin, Central, Texas)

Legal issues, law of knowledge/awareness timeline for immigration

Why does it take so long? What’s the rationale?

What information /data exists to documented contributions

(eg taxes) of undocumented workers? Justine for Immigration Campaign has this information

Green card regulation inconsistent adjustment to stay “below the radar” of INS.

Subrights, social injustice in having only practical documentation, exploitation thrives.

Economic argument would be a logical place to start.

What is the economic loss, what is the negative impact of educated students denied visas?

How is injustice defined?

What are the impacts of undocumented workers contribution to the overall economy?

1528 (HB 1403) issue-created window for undocumented students.

Classified as Texas residents for higher education purposes only (does not change federal status). 

Repealed 2005-similar provisions. Immigration status unchanged, splitting families reduces opportunities for future generation’s education and access to work. 

Investing in young children but not following through.

Argument against worker program

What information do we have?

Know your students.

Develop and utilize own database

Examine student records-request access and make assessments.

Are there funding sources to conduct demographic research or students?

THECB collect some stats on students who qualify through affidavit.

Interpretation difficult, imprecise.

“Closing the Gaps” 2002 report Penyman Report

Who is your neighbor? What does Texas look like? Advocacy

Ethical Dilemmas

